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Charles Ketcham featured at September meeting
vid outdoor artist CHARLES KETCHAM will be the demonstrator at the September meeting of the Verdugo Hills Art
Association on Sept. 2 at the La Cañada Community Center.
After earning his BFA from Art Center College of Design,
Charles worked as a freelance illustrator doing everything from
packaging design for Trader Joe’s to award winning educational
CD-ROM designs. He also started teaching painting and drawing
and has continued to teach at various schools and studios throughout the years.
Charles worked for Walt Disney Imagineering’s Dimensional
Design Department, for the theme parks in the U.S. and abroad.
Following WDI he returned to school to earn an MFA in Figurative
Painting from New York Academy of Art, graduating with honors.
Originally from Missouri, Charles was raised with a keen interest in the outdoors. He was an avid canoeist and hiker from an
early age and this interest in nature is reflected in much of his
work. He was also
raised in a family that
placed importance on
Art and History as
areas of study. His
grandparents, Austin
Ketcham and
Florence Olsen
Ketcham taught at the
Kansas City Art
Institute (Austin
Ketcham had Walt
Disney as a student).
Florence Olsen
Ketcham was a sculptor who had studied
with and worked for
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NEXT ART ASSOCIATION MEETING
Friday, Sept. 2, 2011• 7:00 P.M.
La Cañada Community Center
4469 Chevy Chase Dr., La Cañada

Many of Charles Ketcham’s paintings have outdoor themes,
including the oil “Three guys, two canoes” (above). Ketcham’s
1991 oil, “Male Head,” is below left.
the Borglum Brothers Studio in New York (Gutzon Borglum was
the lead sculptor on Mt. Rushmore). Charles’ father, a history professor, was also influential in his choice of subject matter.
Much of Charles’ illustration work is historical in nature.
“Growing up in the Midwest has had a profound impact on my
view of the world,” he says. “I continually return to the unique
experiences of my youth and the time spent in the Ozarks and
Rocky Mountains. Over the past few years I have developed a
series of figurative paintings and prints. These images are composed around river culture, specifically rivers in Missouri and
Arkansas. This is my own personal way to document the interaction between humans and natural environments.”
Charles has work in galleries in Los Angeles and New Mexico
and has been exhibiting nationally. He currently works and lives in
the Los Angeles area.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
as your summer too short or too long? When I
don’t have structured classes, I sometimes feel
lost. I can paint at home, but do I? That is the
question. I hope everyone has been painting up a
storm and are ready for our first “Artist of the Month”
contest at the September meeting.
As I look back over the last year I realize what
the board accomplished during that time: our new
location is the best ever; we have air conditioning,
enough tables and chairs and a clean room. Now we
can hear and see better with the new sound system
Nikki Thomas
and new mirror. Thank you everyone for improving
President
our situation for our meetings.
The Tom Fong workshop brought in two new members and our June meeting
was so much fun with our arts and crafts and everyone eating and visiting. April
Drew Foster demonstrated waterc olors while the crafters donated $31.50 to the
club as a portion of their sales. Thank you all who participated. We voted Haruko
Fukumori as our “Artist of the Year” out of all those exciting monthly winners.
Our scholarship winner regretted very much that she didn’t make our meeting,
but did come to our August board meeting to show us her portfolio and her prom
dress that she made. Taylor Perdew was v ery gracious and thankful for her scholarship. She is going to go to California College of Design in San Francisco for fashion design this fall.
One of our members asked about an age limit for our members. Our By-Laws
say that members must be a high school student or older. There is no upper age
limit. I know that many parents and grandparents have talented children, so maybe
we can have a money-mak ing show just for children under the high school age.
Our board discussed hiring a student from the Glendale Community ServicesYouth Employment Partnership to set up and take down our tables and chairs.
However, that means money out of our pockets every month. Does anyone have any
other ideas, because we have been doing the tables and chairs ourselves. If everyone is willing to participate then we won’t need to hire a student.
Are you willing to donate some of your art books to increase our income? Our
new member, Kimberly-Ann, is willing to sell our books on Amazon. Contact
Kimberly-Ann at Kimberly_ann@verizon.net with the title, author, ISBN # and condition of the books. She will give us the profits.
Thanks to everyone who has volunteered to be on the board this year. We are
looking forward to a new year with all of you. If you have questions or comments,
drop me an email at NikkiThomas1@gmail.com or call me at 323/257-3817.
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NEW MEMBERS:
PATRICIA PARRA
5336 Aldama St., Los Angeles 90042
323/257-0123/Patiparra7@yahoo.com
Watercolor, oil, acrylic
PAULINE MEZA
5336 Aldama St., Los Angeles 90042
323/257-0123/paulinemeza@yahoo.com
Watercolor, oil, acrylic

GABRIELLE MERKEL
6838 Wexford Pl., Tujunga 91042-3235
818/353-4182
Photography
MARNELL LAND
4823 Nob Hill Dr., Los Angeles 90065
323/356-1719/Marnell_Land@msn.com
Watercolor

VHAA News
2011-12 Membership Dues now due
Attention ALL members! Dues ARE due!
Unless you became a brand new member
in the last couple of months, the annual
dues ($35 or $50 for family membership) are due as of the June General
meeting. If you won’t be able to attend
the meeting, mail your check to:
Mary Jane Klune
4905 Carmel Rd.
La Cañada, CA 91011

ON THE PALETTE

Verdugo Hills Art Association 2011-2012 Exhibit Schedule
Fall Art Show: October 29-December 3, La Cañada Library
January Non-Juried Fund Raiser Show: Jan 7-28, La Cañada Library
Spring Small Image Show: March 1-31, Pasadena Library
Please note: take in at La Cañada Library, February 25
Works will be returned at the April meeting
Spring Show: May 5-June 2, La Cañada Library
Artist of the Month Winners Show: June 2-June 30, La Cañada Library
Except for the Small Image Show, all take-ins are on the first date of the show
and take-downs are on the closing date, both from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m.
Important Date to Remember: Saturday, October 29, 9-10 a.m., La Cañada
Library, take-in and judging for our big Fall Show. Look for all the details in the
October Newsletter. We need non-representational as well as realistic art. Three
entries per person will be permitted.
— Sandy Rooney, Exhibitions Chair

ARTISTS NEWS
■ APRIL DREW FOSTER, VHAA member
and tenured LAUSD artist, announces
that her four fine arts classes —
Drawing, Oil/Acrylic, Portraiture and
Watercolor — begin the week of
September 6 in Eagle Rock and Highland
Park. Prices are still very affordable.
Please call April for more information:
818-952-0212.
■ Artist LUCILLE T. DE THOMAS, whose
beautiful oil paintings of animals and
landscapes are recognized by her use of
vibrant jewel tones and loose impressionistic strokes, will be exhibited along
with her students’ creative works at the
San Gabriel Glass Gallery, 320 South
Mission Drive, San Gabriel from August
30 to September 29. The gallery is open
Tuesday to Saturday, 12-4. An open
reception will be held on September 11
from 2-5pm. Come and meet the artists
and enjoy the exciting scenes. Questions?
626-282-1448.
■ SHERI GARWOOD: Learn to refine essential watercolor skills at Sheri’s watercolor
workshop on Sunday, September 25 from
10-5, in the Main Hall at McGroarty Arts
Center. $55 full day, $30 half day.
Elements of art, design, composition, and
color will be emphasized. Half the day will
feature a nature/still life subject, half will
feature a live model. Light refreshments
will be provided; bring your own lunch.
All levels of experience welcome.
■ Two Woman Art Show featuring the
work of LEONA SANDERSON and CORINNE

VENIT will be at the La Cañada Library
September 2-30.
■ Several VHAA members who traveled
to Ireland with Chris Van Winkle will
exhibit painting from the trip at the
Gallery in the Library of Citrus College.
The show runs from Sept. 17-Oct. 21
with a reception for the artists on Sept.
17 at 1:30 p.m.
■ At the recent San Gabriel Fine Arts
Assoc. Spring Art Show, DEVORAH
FRIEDMAN was awarded BEST OF SHOW.
■ TOM FONG WORKSHOP: We had a great
turnout for the Tom Fong Spring
Watercolor Workshop. Tom’s loose style
was admired by all during his several
demos. All of the participants had fun
painting “something from nothing.”

Advance Price: Oct.1-Oct. 26: $10
Onsite Price: Oct. 27-Oct. 30: $15
Classes: Many classes are offered and
now is the time to register to make sure
you get the ones you want. You can even
decide that day to take a class, but registering early will save you time and money
and guarantee a spot in the class.
Classes (held in the Conference
Center and Sheraton Hotel) are offered
continued on page 4

2222 Foothill Blvd. La Canada
(818) 429-7603
(In El Pollo Loco Parking Lot)

20% OFF
ART SHOWS AND EXHIBITIONS
■ 7th LEARNING & PRODUCT EXPO
will be held Oct. 27-30 at the Pasadena
Convention Center. The show features an
extensive exhibition so now is the time to
write down your wants and needs for
your discounted art supplies.
Exhibit Hall times: (Hall B)
• Friday, Oct. 28, 10 am-6 pm
• Saturday, Oct. 29, 10 am – 6 pm
• Sunday, Oct. 30, 10 am – 4:30 pm.
NOTE: Although classes begin Thursday,
Oct. 27, exhibits will not be open until
Friday.
Exhibit Hall-Only Badge Fees:
Super Advance Price: Aug. 1-Oct. 1: $5

ANY CUSTOM
FRAMING ORDER

VISIT www.fastframeoflacanada.com

Verdugo Hills Art Assoc. Only!




 





 











VHAA, one of your benefits is 20% off on
custom framing! And there is no limit on
how many pieces you frame. This offer is
good throughout the year. Whether its for
competition, a gift for others or even your
own walls, take advantage of this excellent
VHAA benefit!
(Must be an active member at time of order. Cannot be combined with any other offer)
Expires 12/31/2011

ART EXHIBITIONS
Continued from page 3
in all mediums, from a 1½-hour lecture
to a 3-hour or all-day (6 hour) handson-workshop. All products are provided
for use in class, unless otherwise noted.
You can just show up, ready to paint!
Class Prices:
• 1 1/2-2 hour Lecture/Demonstration:
$45-$55
• 3 hour hands-on workshops: $75-$90
• 6 hour full day classes: $140-$155
After October 21, there is a $10 surcharge per class.
Class information:
Classes begin Thursday, Oct. 27, the day
before the exhibits open and run
through Sunday, Oct. 30. For the best
selection of classes, and to save money,
pre-register online or by phone or fax by
October 21. You can sign up for classes
on-site, based upon availability.
Information: 626/689-2690;
www.learningproductexpo.com.
■ Glendale Art Association invites
artists from neighboring communities to
take part in their Fall Salon, a major
juried exhibition at Whites Art Framing
and Restoration Gallery in Montrose, in
support of high school art scholarship.
October 4-30. Take in October 1, 9 am-1
pm. Reception October 8. Respond by
September 1: 818-399-8481
■ West Coast Mudslingers exhibit at
the Brand Library ends on September 9.

VERDUGO HILLS ART ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 8059, La Crescenta, CA 91224-0059
www.verdugoarts.com

Haruko Fukumori captures 2010-2011 “Artist of the Year” Award
One of the highlights of our June meeting
was announcing the winner of “Artist of the
Year” for 2010-2011. Haruko Fukumori was
the recipient for her beautiful painting,
"Father and Son." Congratulations, Haruko!!!!
Haruko's painting, along with all the
“Artist of the Month” winners, was hung in
the La Cañada Library through July 2nd. The
show gave a wonderful representation of our
artists' work.
Thank you to everyone who shared their
art with us throughout the year. September
will be our next competition, so be sure and bring your best painting to our next meeting.
For those who are new, at our June 2012 meeting we will display the nine “Artist of the
Month” winners and one will be selected as “Artist of the Year.”
— Mary Hoehn, Chairman, “Artist of the Month”

Taylor Perdew displayed some of her
work at the August VHAA board meeting
and received her scholarship check from
Gloria Clark (right). Taylor, who graduated
in June from La Cañada High School, will
be studying fashion design at California
College of the Arts in San Francisco this
fall.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
■ SEPT. 2: First VHAA meeting of the 2011-2012 year (see page 1 for details)
■ OCT. 7: October VHAA meeting.
■ OCT. 29: Take-in for VHAA Fall Art Show (see page 3 for deatils). The show
runs Oct. 29-Dec. 3 at the La Cañada Library.

DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE PROCESS IMMEDIATELY

OCTOBER 2011
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Richard Martinez featured at October meeting
ichard Martinez, a well-known watercolor artist, will be the
demonstrator for the monthly meeting of the Verdugo Hills Art
Association on October 7 at the La Cañada Community Center.
Richard has received numerous awards throughout his lifelong career as an artist. He has participated in the National
Watercolor Society show and two years ago was asked to sit on the
board of directors of this prestigious group. Richard has been
accepted into three Watercolor West juried shows, which earned
him the distinction of becoming a signature member. He is also a
member of the Manzanar Watercolor group that was headed by
Henry Fukuhara
and Milford
Zornes.
Richard
was born and
still lives in
Claremont,
California.
He comes from
a large family
whose parents
were Mexican
immigrants;
one grand-niece
is actress Jessica
Alba. For 36
years he taught
art in all forms
at Claremont
High School.
His vibrant
watercolors of
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NEXT ART ASSOCIATION MEETING
Friday, October 7, 2011• 7:00 P.M.
La Cañada Community Center
4469 Chevy Chase Dr., La Cañada

Richard Martinez’s Southern California heritage shows up in
many of his watercolor paintings.
landscapes, seascapes, rivers and picturesque cities depicted in his
colorful and joyful paintings reflect a Southern California
warmth.
His numerous exhibitions include many one-man shows and
demonstrations throughout Southern California. He is also an
active juror for many Southern California art associations.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
■ OCT. 7: October VHAA meeting.
■ OCT. 29: Take-in for VHAA Fall Art Show (see page 3 for
deatils). The show runs Oct. 29-Dec. 3 at the La Cañada
Library.
■ NOV. 4: VHAA meeting.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
hat a great meeting we had in September!
Charles Ketchum’s demonstration of his handmade pastels, grated, and applied with a
chamois was so informative.
At the meeting we also unveiled the painting of
Jimi Hendrix given to us by Taylor Perdew, our
scholarship winner. The board has decided to auction the painting off at the December meeting. Think
about that one special someone who would love to
have this picture for a holiday present.
One of the exciting new things that is happening
Nikki Thomas
in our club is a viable website for everyone to see
President
our previous newsletters, get current information
and see wonderful pictures of our demonstrations. Please tell your family and
friends about www.verdugoarts.com. The other news is that we are now able to
advertise through Patch.
The By Laws state that your membership fees are due July 1 and are delinquent by September 15. The board voted to add a late fee of $5 to any dues paid
after October 1. The position of Web Master becomes a Chair on our board. Our
first official Web Master is Frank de Lucia. Entrance fees for juried and non-juried
shows will be $10 per piece.
There is a board position of Gallery Chairman vacant. This person: “Shall be
responsible for obtaining gallery space that permits the display and sale of members’ artwork. Display areas should be in locations with public access and could
include banks, medical offices, lobbies, restaurants, etc. Shall provide procedures, dates, and other instructions for participation to artist members who wish
to display their art for sale. Shall maintain a schedule of participation in the program.” If anyone is interested in being our Gallery Chairman, please talk to me.
The VHAA Board is looking for a used video camera, a tripod and a projector
for our demonstrations. If anyone knows of someone who has any one of these
items to donate, or inexpensive ones, please notify Liliane Joris, our First Vice
Chairman. Alternatively, if there is anyone who has these items, maybe they would
be willing to project and record our demonstrations.
Did you notice that all of the tables and chairs were set up before you arrived?
Pete Turpin and Bob Thomas set up all of the tables and the chairs were set up by
the next people to arrive, mostly Kimberly Ann Talbert. Thank you everyone.
It was exciting to see all of the paintings at the Artist of the Month, congratulations to the winners. Don’t forget the November show. Start painting now.
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NEW MEMBERS:
MARTIN LIN
185 Walnut Ave., Arcadia 91007
626/716-1038; risingsun212@yahoo.com
Acrylic/nature/impressions
TIKI CHAU
810 Foxkirk Rd., Glendale 91206
818-246-8838/tikichau27@hotmail.com
watercolor

New phone number:
Liz Perrigue: 818/522-4844
The name of our new member last
month was incorrect:
ANDREA MERKEL
6838 Wexford Pl., Tujunga 91042
818/353-4182
Photography

VHAA News
2011-12 Membership Dues now due

Verdugo Hills Art Association 2011-2012 Exhibit Schedule
Fall Art Show: October 29-December 2, La Cañada Library
Important Date to Remember: Saturday, October 29, 8:30-9:30 a.m., La
Cañada Library, take-in and judging for our big Fall Show. PLEASE NOTE THAT
THIS IS A TIME CHANGE. We need to be out of the room early. Pick up date is
Saturday, Dec. 3. See below for details.
OTHER SHOWS:
• January Non-Juried Fund Raiser Show: Jan 7-28, La Cañada Library
• Spring Small Image Show: March 1-31, Pasadena Library
Please note: take in at La Cañada Library, February 25
Works will be returned at the April meeting
• Spring Show: May 5-June 2, La Cañada Library
• Artist of the Month Winners Show: June 2-June 30, La Cañada Library
Except for the Small Image Show, all take-ins are on the first date of the show
and take-downs are on the closing date, both from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. (SEE THE
NOTE ABOVE FOR THE FALL SHOW TAKE-IN TIMES)
— Sandy Rooney, Exhibitions Chair

Attention ALL members! Dues ARE due!
Unless you became a brand new member
in the last couple of months, the annual
dues ($35 or $50 for family membership) are now due. If you won’t be able
to attend the next meeting, please mail
your check to:
Mary Jane Klune
4905 Carmel Rd.
La Cañada, CA 91011
Dues not paid by Oct. 1 are subject
to a $5 late fee.
Some of our membership benefits
include entering your art in our shows,
being listed in and receiving the VHAA
roster, receiving the newsletter every
month, checking out videos and CDs,
VHAA Fall Show to begin Oct. 28 at La Cañada Library
and being eligible for participation in the
VHAA’s annual Fall Show will be held
should a large turnout of big size entries
Artist of the Month competitions. Please
from Oct. 28-Dec. 2 at the La Cañada
occur, hanging will be determined by
keep your membership active.
Library. Three entries are allowed per
those with the highest judge’s scores. The
In addition, please check the
chairman will call those artists whose artclipboard at the meeting and verify artist. The contest is open to non-representational as well as realistic art. The
work will not be hung and make arrangeyour directory information.
entry fee is $10 for each work.
ments for pickup at a later date.
■ When you signed up for bringing
Take-in will be Saturday, October 28
Pickup for displayed work is
treats to the meetings, that included
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. (NOTE: THIS IS Saturday, December 3 from 8:30- 9:30.
helping out Cherrie and Haruko in the
A DIFFERENT TIME FROM PREVIkitchen, setting up the table, getting the
food set out and helping clean up. Thank OUS ANNOUNCEMENTS). Please be
prompt because the library is booked
you for your assistance.
from noon on and we need to get the
2222 Foothill Blvd. La Canada
show juried and hung before that time.
(818) 429-7603
The judge for the show will be
(In El Pollo Loco Parking Lot)
Walter McNall, critic for the Plein Air
painters of Midvalley Arts League.
ARTISTS NEWS
20% OFF
In order to be eligible, please make
■ APRIL DREW FOSTER and NANCY WEEKS
ANY CUSTOM
FRAMING ORDER
sure that you have paid your current
are having a two-woman show, “Places:
membership dues and filled out the
Real and Imagined,” at the La Cañada
required labels. Labels must be attached
Public Library Oct. 1-28.
to the left hand corner of the work. All
■ HARUKO FUKUMORI, winner of the
accepted art work must be framed and
VHAA “Artist of the Year” last June, has
her painting “Leave Your Shoes Outside” wired for hanging. NO sawtooth hangers
VISIT www.fastframeoflacanada.com
will be accepted. Mats and frames must
on display in the “Asian Influences”
Verdugo Hills Art Assoc. Only!
exhibition at the Pacific Asia Museum, 46 be clean. All the work must be hung for
the duration of the show.
North Los Robles Ave., Pasadena,




 





 











Entries with the highest scores will
through Oct. 30. Wed-Sun., 10 a.m. to 6
VHAA, one of your benefits is 20% off on
custom framing! And there is no limit on
be accepted to be hung. All efforts will
p.m. Info: 626/449-2742.
how many pieces you frame. This offer is
be made to hang as many entries as pos■ MARY JANE KLUNE, JOYCE PETERSON,
good throughout the year. Whether its for
competition, a gift for others or even your
sible in order to make a good looking
SANDY ROONEY and BOB RUBY are showown walls, take advantage of this excellent
show (appropriate spacing and not too
ing their paintings from Chris Van
VHAA benefit!
crowded).
To
avoid
overcrowding,
continued on page 4
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(Must be an active member at time of order. Cannot be combined with any other offer)
Expires 12/31/2011

VHAA member news

Three win Artist of the Month awards in September

continued from page 3

Winkle’s recent trip to Ireland. The
exhibit is at the Gallery in the Library of
Citrus College through Oct. 21.
1000 W. Foothill Blvd., Glendora.
Hours: M-Th, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Fri, 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

ART CLASSES
■ CHRIS VAN WINKLE will offer a five-day
workshop at Morro Bay Oct. 31 through
Nov.4. Painting will be plein air from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Chris will demonstrate
each day and give a critique late afternoons. Sites will include the old Mission
San Miguel, the Piedras Blancas
Lighthouse and a winery to be named,
along with the Morro Bay area. Cost:
$150 and enrollment is limited to 20.
Information: 805/772-8875;
www.chrisvanwinkle.com
■ RICHARD SKULLEY will offer a four-session series on oil portraits beginning
Oct. 9 and continuing on succeeding
Sundays. The classes are at the Colonade
Art Gallery and Studio, 2421 E. Colorado
Blvd., Pasadena. Cost: $49 including
materials for all four classes. Info: contact Ann at 626/239-3153 W-Sa 11 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. or Sun, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Skulley was a curator at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and has 25 years
of experience in art and oil painting.
The gallery also offers classes in silver jewelry on Wednesdays, cartooning

VERDUGO HILLS ART ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 8059, La Crescenta, CA 91224-0059
www.verdugoarts.com

September was the beginning of our for “Artist of the
Month” competition for 2011-2012. The competition runs
through the month of May with the monthly winners competing for “Artist of the Year” in June.
Our September First-Place winner was Sandra Rooney
(right) for her mixed water media painting, “Fall Harvest.” Barbara Thorn Otto (left) won
Second Place with her watercolor, “Deux Fleurs,” and Robert DeRosa’s airbrush painting,
“Grannie’s Place” received Third Place.
Thank you for all of our artists that submitted their work. We had a wonderful representation of mediums. Please remember to bring your paintings to the October meeting by
6:45 p.m. so we can get them ready for judging.
— Mary Hoehn, “Artist of the Month” Chairman

and illustration on Sundays, and oil
painting classes on Thursday and
Saturday.

ART SHOWS AND EXHIBITIONS
■ 7th LEARNING & PRODUCT EXPO
will be held Oct. 27-30 at the Pasadena
Convention Center. The show features an
extensive exhibition so now is the time to
write down your wants and needs for
your discounted art supplies.
Exhibit Hall times: (Hall B)
• Friday, Oct. 28, 10 am-6 pm

DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE PROCESS IMMEDIATELY

• Saturday, Oct. 29, 10 am – 6 pm
• Sunday, Oct. 30, 10 am – 4:30 pm.
NOTE: Although classes begin Thursday,
Oct. 27, exhibits will not be open until
Friday.
Exhibit Hall-Only Badge Fees:
Super Advance Price: Aug. 1-Oct. 1: $5
Advance Price: Oct.1-Oct. 26: $10
Onsite Price: Oct. 27-Oct. 30: $15
Classes: Many classes are offered in the
Conference Center and Sheraton Hotel
are offered in all mediums.
Information: 626/689-2690;
www.learningproductexpo.com.
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Sue Peacock, Editor

Richard Martinez featured at October meeting
ichard Martinez, a well-known watercolor artist, will be the
demonstrator for the monthly meeting of the Verdugo Hills Art
Association on October 7 at the La Cañada Community Center.
Richard has received numerous awards throughout his lifelong career as an artist. He has participated in the National
Watercolor Society show and two years ago was asked to sit on the
board of directors of this prestigious group. Richard has been
accepted into three Watercolor West juried shows, which earned
him the distinction of becoming a signature member. He is also a
member of the Manzanar Watercolor group that was headed by
Henry Fukuhara
and Milford
Zornes.
Richard
was born and
still lives in
Claremont,
California.
He comes from
a large family
whose parents
were Mexican
immigrants;
one grand-niece
is actress Jessica
Alba. For 36
years he taught
art in all forms
at Claremont
High School.
His vibrant
watercolors of
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NEXT ART ASSOCIATION MEETING
Friday, October 7, 2011• 7:00 P.M.
La Cañada Community Center
4469 Chevy Chase Dr., La Cañada

Richard Martinez’s Southern California heritage shows up in
many of his watercolor paintings.
landscapes, seascapes, rivers and picturesque cities depicted in his
colorful and joyful paintings reflect a Southern California
warmth.
His numerous exhibitions include many one-man shows and
demonstrations throughout Southern California. He is also an
active juror for many Southern California art associations.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
■ OCT. 7: October VHAA meeting.
■ OCT. 29: Take-in for VHAA Fall Art Show (see page 3 for
deatils). The show runs Oct. 29-Dec. 3 at the La Cañada
Library.
■ NOV. 4: VHAA meeting.

NEXT BOARD MEETING
Monday, October 10, 2011 • 7:00 p.m.
at the home of Sue Peacock
502 Story Place, Alhambra 91801
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
hat a great meeting we had in September!
Charles Ketchum’s demonstration of his handmade pastels, grated, and applied with a
chamois was so informative.
At the meeting we also unveiled the painting of
Jimi Hendrix given to us by Taylor Perdew, our
scholarship winner. The board has decided to auction the painting off at the December meeting. Think
about that one special someone who would love to
have this picture for a holiday present.
One of the exciting new things that is happening
Nikki Thomas
in our club is a viable website for everyone to see
President
our previous newsletters, get current information
and see wonderful pictures of our demonstrations. Please tell your family and
friends about www.verdugoarts.com. The other news is that we are now able to
advertise through Patch.
The By Laws state that your membership fees are due July 1 and are delinquent by September 15. The board voted to add a late fee of $5 to any dues paid
after October 1. The position of Web Master becomes a Chair on our board. Our
first official Web Master is Frank de Lucia. Entrance fees for juried and non-juried
shows will be $10 per piece.
There is a board position of Gallery Chairman vacant. This person: “Shall be
responsible for obtaining gallery space that permits the display and sale of members’ artwork. Display areas should be in locations with public access and could
include banks, medical offices, lobbies, restaurants, etc. Shall provide procedures, dates, and other instructions for participation to artist members who wish
to display their art for sale. Shall maintain a schedule of participation in the program.” If anyone is interested in being our Gallery Chairman, please talk to me.
The VHAA Board is looking for a used video camera, a tripod and a projector
for our demonstrations. If anyone knows of someone who has any one of these
items to donate, or inexpensive ones, please notify Liliane Joris, our First Vice
Chairman. Alternatively, if there is anyone who has these items, maybe they would
be willing to project and record our demonstrations.
Did you notice that all of the tables and chairs were set up before you arrived?
Pete Turpin and Bob Thomas set up all of the tables and the chairs were set up by
the next people to arrive, mostly Kimberly Ann Talbert. Thank you everyone.
It was exciting to see all of the paintings at the Artist of the Month, congratulations to the winners. Don’t forget the November show. Start painting now.
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NEW MEMBERS:
MARTIN LIN
185 Walnut Ave., Arcadia 91007
626/716-1038; risingsun212@yahoo.com
Acrylic/nature/impressions
TIKI CHAU
810 Foxkirk Rd., Glendale 91206
818-246-8838/tikichau27@hotmail.com
watercolor

New phone number:
Liz Perrigue: 818/522-4844
The name of our new member last
month was incorrect:
ANDREA MERKEL
6838 Wexford Pl., Tujunga 91042
818/353-4182
Photography

VHAA News
2011-12 Membership Dues now due

Verdugo Hills Art Association 2011-2012 Exhibit Schedule
Fall Art Show: October 29-December 2, La Cañada Library
Important Date to Remember: Saturday, October 29, 8:30-9:30 a.m., La
Cañada Library, take-in and judging for our big Fall Show. PLEASE NOTE THAT
THIS IS A TIME CHANGE. We need to be out of the room early. Pick up date is
Saturday, Dec. 3. See below for details.
OTHER SHOWS:
• January Non-Juried Fund Raiser Show: Jan 7-28, La Cañada Library
• Spring Small Image Show: March 1-31, Pasadena Library
Please note: take in at La Cañada Library, February 25
Works will be returned at the April meeting
• Spring Show: May 5-June 2, La Cañada Library
• Artist of the Month Winners Show: June 2-June 30, La Cañada Library
Except for the Small Image Show, all take-ins are on the first date of the show
and take-downs are on the closing date, both from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. (SEE THE
NOTE ABOVE FOR THE FALL SHOW TAKE-IN TIMES)
— Sandy Rooney, Exhibitions Chair

Attention ALL members! Dues ARE due!
Unless you became a brand new member
in the last couple of months, the annual
dues ($35 or $50 for family membership) are now due. If you won’t be able
to attend the next meeting, please mail
your check to:
Mary Jane Klune
4905 Carmel Rd.
La Cañada, CA 91011
Dues not paid by Oct. 1 are subject
to a $5 late fee.
Some of our membership benefits
include entering your art in our shows,
being listed in and receiving the VHAA
roster, receiving the newsletter every
month, checking out videos and CDs,
VHAA Fall Show to begin Oct. 28 at La Cañada Library
and being eligible for participation in the
VHAA’s annual Fall Show will be held
should a large turnout of big size entries
Artist of the Month competitions. Please
from Oct. 28-Dec. 2 at the La Cañada
occur, hanging will be determined by
keep your membership active.
Library. Three entries are allowed per
those with the highest judge’s scores. The
In addition, please check the
chairman will call those artists whose artclipboard at the meeting and verify artist. The contest is open to non-representational as well as realistic art. The
work will not be hung and make arrangeyour directory information.
entry fee is $10 for each work.
ments for pickup at a later date.
■ When you signed up for bringing
Take-in will be Saturday, October 28
Pickup for displayed work is
treats to the meetings, that included
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. (NOTE: THIS IS Saturday, December 3 from 8:30- 9:30.
helping out Cherrie and Haruko in the
A DIFFERENT TIME FROM PREVIkitchen, setting up the table, getting the
food set out and helping clean up. Thank OUS ANNOUNCEMENTS). Please be
prompt because the library is booked
you for your assistance.
from noon on and we need to get the
2222 Foothill Blvd. La Canada
show juried and hung before that time.
(818) 429-7603
The judge for the show will be
(In El Pollo Loco Parking Lot)
Walter McNall, critic for the Plein Air
painters of Midvalley Arts League.
ARTISTS NEWS
20% OFF
In order to be eligible, please make
■ APRIL DREW FOSTER and NANCY WEEKS
ANY CUSTOM
FRAMING ORDER
sure that you have paid your current
are having a two-woman show, “Places:
membership dues and filled out the
Real and Imagined,” at the La Cañada
required labels. Labels must be attached
Public Library Oct. 1-28.
to the left hand corner of the work. All
■ HARUKO FUKUMORI, winner of the
accepted art work must be framed and
VHAA “Artist of the Year” last June, has
her painting “Leave Your Shoes Outside” wired for hanging. NO sawtooth hangers
VISIT www.fastframeoflacanada.com
will be accepted. Mats and frames must
on display in the “Asian Influences”
Verdugo Hills Art Assoc. Only!
exhibition at the Pacific Asia Museum, 46 be clean. All the work must be hung for
the duration of the show.
North Los Robles Ave., Pasadena,




 





 











Entries with the highest scores will
through Oct. 30. Wed-Sun., 10 a.m. to 6
VHAA, one of your benefits is 20% off on
custom framing! And there is no limit on
be accepted to be hung. All efforts will
p.m. Info: 626/449-2742.
how many pieces you frame. This offer is
be made to hang as many entries as pos■ MARY JANE KLUNE, JOYCE PETERSON,
good throughout the year. Whether its for
competition, a gift for others or even your
sible in order to make a good looking
SANDY ROONEY and BOB RUBY are showown walls, take advantage of this excellent
show (appropriate spacing and not too
ing their paintings from Chris Van
VHAA benefit!
crowded).
To
avoid
overcrowding,
continued on page 4

ON THE PALETTE

(Must be an active member at time of order. Cannot be combined with any other offer)
Expires 12/31/2011

VHAA member news

Three win Artist of the Month awards in September

continued from page 3

Winkle’s recent trip to Ireland. The
exhibit is at the Gallery in the Library of
Citrus College through Oct. 21.
1000 W. Foothill Blvd., Glendora.
Hours: M-Th, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Fri, 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

ART CLASSES
■ CHRIS VAN WINKLE will offer a five-day
workshop at Morro Bay Oct. 31 through
Nov.4. Painting will be plein air from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Chris will demonstrate
each day and give a critique late afternoons. Sites will include the old Mission
San Miguel, the Piedras Blancas
Lighthouse and a winery to be named,
along with the Morro Bay area. Cost:
$150 and enrollment is limited to 20.
Information: 805/772-8875;
www.chrisvanwinkle.com
■ RICHARD SKULLEY will offer a four-session series on oil portraits beginning
Oct. 9 and continuing on succeeding
Sundays. The classes are at the Colonade
Art Gallery and Studio, 2421 E. Colorado
Blvd., Pasadena. Cost: $49 including
materials for all four classes. Info: contact Ann at 626/239-3153 W-Sa 11 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. or Sun, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Skulley was a curator at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and has 25 years
of experience in art and oil painting.
The gallery also offers classes in silver jewelry on Wednesdays, cartooning

VERDUGO HILLS ART ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 8059, La Crescenta, CA 91224-0059
www.verdugoarts.com

September was the beginning of our for “Artist of the
Month” competition for 2011-2012. The competition runs
through the month of May with the monthly winners competing for “Artist of the Year” in June.
Our September First-Place winner was Sandra Rooney
(right) for her mixed water media painting, “Fall Harvest.” Barbara Thorn Otto (left) won
Second Place with her watercolor, “Deux Fleurs,” and Robert DeRosa’s airbrush painting,
“Grannie’s Place” received Third Place.
Thank you for all of our artists that submitted their work. We had a wonderful representation of mediums. Please remember to bring your paintings to the October meeting by
6:45 p.m. so we can get them ready for judging.
— Mary Hoehn, “Artist of the Month” Chairman

and illustration on Sundays, and oil
painting classes on Thursday and
Saturday.

ART SHOWS AND EXHIBITIONS
■ 7th LEARNING & PRODUCT EXPO
will be held Oct. 27-30 at the Pasadena
Convention Center. The show features an
extensive exhibition so now is the time to
write down your wants and needs for
your discounted art supplies.
Exhibit Hall times: (Hall B)
• Friday, Oct. 28, 10 am-6 pm

DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE PROCESS IMMEDIATELY

• Saturday, Oct. 29, 10 am – 6 pm
• Sunday, Oct. 30, 10 am – 4:30 pm.
NOTE: Although classes begin Thursday,
Oct. 27, exhibits will not be open until
Friday.
Exhibit Hall-Only Badge Fees:
Super Advance Price: Aug. 1-Oct. 1: $5
Advance Price: Oct.1-Oct. 26: $10
Onsite Price: Oct. 27-Oct. 30: $15
Classes: Many classes are offered in the
Conference Center and Sheraton Hotel
are offered in all mediums.
Information: 626/689-2690;
www.learningproductexpo.com.
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Sue Peacock, Editor

Chris Van Winkle returns for VHAA Dec. meeting
hris Van Winkle, one of the most popular and best-known
artists and teachers in Southern California, will demonstrate at
the VHAA monthly meeting on Dec. 2 and lead a plein-air workshop on Dec. 3 in La Crescenta.
Chris Van Winkle is a California artist with roots in Canada.
His art studies include Ontario College of Art, Toronto; Citrus
College, Glendora; and the Art Center College of Design, Los
Angeles. He has studied with Robert Hallett, Robert E. Wood,
Frank Webb, Henry Fukuhara and the legendary Milford Zornes.
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Attend Chris Van Winkle’s plein-air workshop
Plein Air Workshop with Chris Van Winkle
Saturday, December 3; 9am-4pm
$50 Members/$65 Non-Members
There are just a few spots still available for this workshop.
While transparent watercolor is Chris’ favorite medium, you
may use acrylic or oils if you wish. We will paint outdoors in
a park setting in the La Crescenta area. Registered participants
will receive a supply list and directions to the location.
The workshop is limited to 20 people. To register or for
more information, please contact:
Sheri Garwood
shereeamore@yahoo.com (leave phone number)
(818) 293-0901
NOTES:
• If you had paintings in the Fall Show at the La Cañada
Library, you MUST pick them up prior to going to the workshop. Pickup opens at 8:30 a.m., which should leave you
enough time to get to the workshop site.
• See the last page for an informative article on painting in
plein air; this is especially useful if this is your first time.

NEXT ART ASSOCIATION MEETING
Friday, December 2, 2011• 7:00 P.M.
La Cañada Community Center
4469 Chevy Chase Dr., La Cañada

For the past
30 years, Chris
has been teaching watercolor at
Citrus College. He
has conducted
workshops and
has led painting
trips to Spain,
Holland, Britain,
Ireland, Middle
Europe, Russia, Chris Van Winkle will demonstrate at the
VHAA monthly meeting on Dec. 2 and lead
Canada and
a
plen-air workshop on Dec. 3
throughout the
United States. He
is an award winning artist in both the National Watercolor
Society and Watercolor West. Chris has served as president of NWS
for three years. He was selected as one of the “top twenty” art
instructors by Watercolor Magazine.
“All art is abstract,” says Chris. “The minute we use line, we
are abstracting. Some art is more realistic, some more non-objective, but all art must be poetic. The artist does not just report. He
re-interprets, he experiences his subject with all his senses. He
sees art through 360 degrees. He is touched by sounds, smells,
colors and a myriad of other elements. And from all of this, he
paints the essence of place and time.”
“I enjoy art in all its forms and isms,” says Chris. “I like to
experiment in abstract and non-objective themes. But I love to
travel, see new places, meet new people. I like the music, color
and dress in foreign cultures. I react to the country’s landscapes,
animals, architecture and machines. My art tends to reflect this
interest. I want my art to communicate.”

NEXT BOARD MEETING
Monday, December 5, 2011 • 7:00 p.m.
at the home of Sandy Rooney
5125 Finehill Ave., La Crescenta
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
e have such a wonderful Fall Juried Art Show
at the La Canada Library. If you haven’t seen it
yet, better hurry. It closes December 2.We
pick up our paintings on Saturday December 3. I
want to thank Sandy Rooney and her crew who put
the show together with the help of Bob Ruby and
Suzanne Bitterman. It was a job well done. Lynne
Fearman was an excellent judge and we appreciate
her expertise.
Now is the time to get excited about our workshop with Chris Van Winkle. See the workshop artiNikki Thomas
cle in this newsletter with information and instrucPresident
tions. Chris will also be our demonstrator on
December 2. We will have many guests, so please if you are one of the refreshment crew, bring extra food. We will need other members to arrive early to set up
extra chairs. We also have our silent auction with the Jimi Hendrix painting and
other donations (see Kimberly Ann’s article on page 4 for details).
Wasn’t Julie Snyder exciting watching her develop her portrait of Dolores? The
colors she used for the face were new to me. I loved it when she painted and
talked at the same time. She was very informative and her oil painting was so realistic. Dolores was a fine model.
I get an email almost every day from Artistdaily@interweave.com with painting tips. The site also offers art books and DVD’s on art instructions which can be
downloaded, for a price.
In the latest email Courtney Jordan writes an article about impressionist
Charles Hawthorne and artist Camille Przewodek. “[Their] main focus is painting
the effects of light in nature through color relationships —using color and not
tone to capture the effect of light in the landscape and in the studio. Hawthorne,
and by extension Przewodek, believe in the importance of color masses — that if
you get the color notes in accurate relationships to one another, everything else in
a painting will fall into place from there. Przewodek discusses how to build a
palette that can be used to capture all the effects of light, whether you are indoors
or out; how using color comparisons in block studies pays off in a heightened
ability to see color; and what colors are in shadows and in light.”
The site is free to join; log onto www.artistdaily.com for details.
I wish everyone and their families a wonderful Thanksgiving with food, friends
and family, and being thankful for our abilities and our loved ones.
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
n DEC. 2: Chris Van Winkle will be the demonstrator. Silent auction for items to
be donated, including the painting of Jimi Hendrix painted by last year’s scholarship winner, Taylor Perdue. Proceeds will benefit the scholarship fund.
n DEC. 3: Chris Van Winkle will give a plein air workshop (see the box on page 1
and the story on the back cover for more details).
n JAN. 6: VHAA meeting. Frank Lennartz will give a demonstration on landscape
in oil.
n JAN. 7-28: VHAA Fundraiser and Non-Juried Art Show (details on page 5)

Gretel Merkel wins “Best of Show” in VHAA 2011 Fall show
ongratulations to all of our winners in the VHAA 2011 Fall show. Lynne Fearman
was the judge for this year’s show. Gretel Merkel, a long-time member, won “Best
of Show” honors for her watercolor “Mountain Girl.”
Lots of people pitched in to help. Bob Ruby as treasurer was there to take the
money. Nancy Weeks, Peterfield Turpin, Mary Jane Klune, Nikki Thomas, Sue
Peacock, and Suzanne Bitterman were all on hand as helpers. Miracle worker Sandy
Rooney worked her magic and helped organize the proceedings. Lee Sanderson and
Al Gmuer hung the art with skill and humor after judge Lynne Fearman did the difficult job of choosing the winners. Thank you all who entered.
For our next show, we would like to encourage everyone to contribute. We need
to have more entries in order to give more prizes.
Please remember that fall Show pick-up is 8:30-10 a.m. Saturday, December 3 at
the La Cañada Library Gallery. If you can’t pick up your art on that date, please get a
friend to pick it up for you.
— The Exhibition Committee
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BEST OF SHOW

Gretel Merkel

Mountain Girl

Watercolor

HONORS DIVISION
First Place
Cherrie O’Hagan
Second Place
Cherrie O’Hagan
Third Place
Devorah Friedman
Honorable Mention Sandra Rooney
Lucille DeThomas

Purple Heart
Watercolor
Backlit Roses and Oranges Oil
Renaissance Man
Watercolor
On the Vine
Watercolor
The Family Tree
Oil

PREMIER DIVISION
First Place
Gretel Merkel
Second Place
Mary Jane Klune

Tranquility
Shipwreck

OPEN DIVISION
First Place
Second Place
Third Place
Honorable Mention

Desert Hacienda
San Felipe
Berkshire Bridge
Koi Tranquility

Dolly Kelly
Grant Wood
Grant Wood
Nancy Bearce
Dolly Kelly

Watercolor
Watercolor
Oil
Watercolor/
Chinese Brush
Fonterutoli, Tuscany, Italy Watercolor

NON-REPRESENTATIONAL
First Place
Sandra Rooney

Autumn Bounty

Second Place

Untitled

Caddis Robinette

Mixed Media
Watercolor

Mixed Media
Collage
Watercolor

About the classes and divisions ...
Ever wondered about why we have classes and who is what division and why? Find
the answers on the next page or in the back of your membership directory.

2011 VHAA Fall Show winners were (from
top) Gretel Merkel’s Mountain Girl (Best
of Show); Cherrie O’Hagan’s Purple Heart
(Honors); Gretel Merkel’s Tranquility
(Premier); Dolly Kelly’s Desert Hacienda
(Open); and Sandra Rooney’s Autumn
Bounty (Non-representational).

What’s a division, who are in what divisions, and why? A basic primer
Ever wondered about who is in what
division and why? Believe it or not there
is a method to all of this (which is outlined in the back of your membership
directory), but here are some basics
about the system:
• Entries in VHAA juried competitions
(currently the Fall Show, Small-Image
Show and the Spring Show) are first separated into one of three CLASSES:
Photography, Sculpture and
Painting/Graphics. Not all shows will
have every class.
Within the Paintings/Graphics
class, entries are separated into divisions
in order to provide opportunities for

artists on all levels of competence.
Additionally, the Paintings/Graphics
class is divided into Representational
and Non-Representational works.
• Points are awarded in each Class and
Division in each competition: 5 points
for Best of Show, 4 for first place, 3 for
second, 2 for third, and 1 for honorable
mention.
• The Open Division is open to any
VHAA member who has not earned the
required minimum of 10 points to move
to a higher division, as well as new
members who are assigned to this division upon joining the association.
• The Premier Division is for artists

who have earned at least 10 points in the
Open Division and any new members who
are assigned to the division by the Exhibition Committee. Members who currently
work or have worked in a professional
capacity, including teaching, are initially
placed in the Premier Division.
• The Honors Division includes artists
who have earned 10 points in the
Premiere Division and any new members
who are assigned to the division by the
Exhibition Committee.
• Points do not transfer from one division to another.
For further details, consult your
membership directory.

HONORS DIVISION
Artist
Lana Blades
Gloria Clark
Roland Clark
Lucille DeThomas
Devorah Friedman
April Drew Foster
Sheri Garwood
Al Gmuer

Points
10
14
46
25
16
3
3
6

Artist
Jane Higley
Maurine Hixson
Deane Klahs
Mary Jane Klune
Gretel M. Merkel
Cherrie O'Hagan
Kendra Page
Marilyn Pepper

Points
66
67
8
10
*
7
*
*

Artist
Points
Virginia Robertson
14
Caddis Robinette
63
Sandra Rooney
127
Lee Sanderson
34
Dorothy Shepherd
*
Peterfield Turpin
57
Sandra Van Berkhout
*
* Advanced from Premier Division

PREMIER DIVISION
Artist
Joan Doyle
Betty Glass
Dolly Kelly

Points
2
*
*

Artist
Hovik Khodabakhshian
Gladys Pettibone
Anne Stephens

Points
5
4
7

Artist
Points
Manon Washburn
5
Brenda Welsh
7
* Advanced from Open Division

OPEN DIVISION
Artist
Nancy Bearce
Benla Bennett
Gloria Beyer
Suzanne Bitterman
Karen Carter
Al Casler
Lolita Chin
Anita Colvin-Coates
Julie Crouch
Nancy Freeman

Points
1
9
3
9
4
5
4
3
1
6

Artist
Haruko Fukumori
Shree Hingnikar
Karen Horn
Elin Lund Jensen
Trish Kertes
Nancy La Croix-Toyne
Gisele Lapointe
Jeanne LeFevre
Marie Mustard
Liz Perrigue

Points
4
3
7
1
6
9
7
6
7
5

Artist
Joyce Peterson
Amalda Rossi
Cindy Rutherford
William Say
Nikki Thomas
Barbara Thorn-Otto
Izabella Wardas
Nancy Weeks
Grant Wood

Points
5
6
4
9
2
6
6
5
7

PHOTOGRAPHY DIVISION
Artist
Dana Bouton
Roy Dundas
Albert Gmuer

Points
7
67
3

Artist
Robert Ruby
Dorothy Shepherd

Points
65
14

Artist
Corrine Venit
Joan Whitmore

Points
7
4

VHAA News
December meeting raffle
and silent auction
We will be auctioning off the following
items in a silent auction: the Jimi
Hendrix painting, a portrait in oils by
Ernie Marjoram (valued at $400-$900),
a set of collectible books on Hollywood
Stars, a book of paintings by Julie
Snyder, a photograph by Bob Ruby, and a
few other items.
The raffle will be in two parts. You
will have a choice on which item you
want to win, by placing your ticket(s) in
a cup marked specifically for that item.
When the winners of those items have
been chosen all of the remaining tickets
will be put into one bag and winners will
be chosen for out guest artist’s donation.
In that segment, we will be raffling: a
box of pastels, 2 how-to art books, a set
of acrylic paints, 2 14 X 17 sketch pads
and a few other surprises.
• I am looking for a donation of a sturdy/heavy-duty luggage dolly. Printed
materials tend to weigh a bit and I’m
having a difficult time moving the
boxes/bags of books and magazines back
& forth for the meetings.
• Do you have unused art supplies, art
books in good condition, art work you
no longer display? Why not donate them
to VHAA for our monthly raffle? Beginning in December I’ll be passing around
a sign-up sheet asking for raffle prize
donations. Remember you are eligible
for a tax-deduction form for your donations. Also, remember that when you
make a one-time donation of $25 or
more to the scholarship fund you will
receive a tax-deduction receipt.
• I’d like to take this opportunity to
thank those of you who have generously
donated art items, books and magazines
used in the raffles, however at this time
we have no more storage space for magazines at the community center, so until
we sell the magazines on hand, please
hold onto yours for a few months.
Thank-you for your support.
— Kimberly-Ann Talbert
Ways and Means Chairman

Verdugo Hills Art Association Fundraiser and Non-Juried Show
Show Dates: January 7-27, 2012
Where: La Cañada Library John Clarke Room, 4545 North Oakwood, La Cañada
Take-in: Saturday, Jan. 7, 2012, 8:30-10:00 a.m., La Cañada Library
Takedown: Saturday, Jan. 28, 8:30-10:00 a.m. at the library
Who: All VHAA members in good standing
How: Bring one or two paintings. Remember to have your work framed according
to the rules found on the back of your roster. All frames must have hanging wires.
Cost: $10 each piece. The entry fee will guarantee acceptance of the painting for
the duration of the exhibit.
Why: This is the time when those who don’t wish their paintings to be judged can
have an opportunity to exhibit their art. There will be a People’s Choice Award
from votes cast by the library patrons.
Subjects: All subjects and media are allowed. We would love to see one of your
entries include some drawing, a sketch or partial sketch to show off the skeleton
of your work. Don’t forget that, according to our rules, all pieces should have
been done within the last three years, and if you sell your work VHAA expects a
percentage of the proceeds.
Questions? Call Sandy Rooney, 818/249-9006
OTHER SHOWS:
• Spring Small Image Show: March 1-31, Pasadena Library
Please note: take in at La Cañada Library, February 25
Works will be returned at the April meeting
• Spring Show: May 5-June 2, La Cañada Library
• Artist of the Month Winners Show: June 2-June 30, La Cañada Library
— Sandy Rooney, Exhibitions Chair

n We are looking for someone to act as a
contact person with the Crescenta Valley
Arts Council. Not a lot of work, just a local
artist to let us know about their events,
like the recent “Paint Out/art exhibit” that
some of us would like to have known
about in time to participate. See Suzanne
Bitterman if you’re interested.
n MEMBER CHANGES
DIANE BERNSTEIN
15134 Carey Ranch Lane, Sylmar 91342
NANCY BEARCE
1932 Waltonia Dr, Montrose 91020,
818/736-7492
nancybearce1@att.net
n Joan Whitmore has her mixed
media on display from Dec. 3, 2011 to
Jan. 3, 2012 at the Jose Vera Fine Art
Gallery, Gallery X-43. The opening reception is Dec. 10 from 6-9 p.m. Info:
www.joseveragallery.com

Tips on plein-air painting
by Joyce Peterson
VHAA's next workshop will be a one-day Plein Air paint-out with
Chris Van Winkle on December 3. If you are new to this workshop
style, there are some unique challenges faced with painting on location, including the climate, changing light, insects, and on-lookers to
name just a few.
Here are some pointers from our plein air artists.
1. Keep your supplies as light as you can. Don't forget you are carrying them to a painting site.
2. Some supplies I recommend are:
• a standing easel (the French box is great) and a folding stool;
• a small folding table is helpful;
• a palette (small if possible) and paints — think of a warm and cool
red, blue and yellow with a few earth colors;
• brushes (pick four in assorted sizes with strips of brightly colored
tape or paint on the handles to keep them from getting lost in the
grass);
• a foam-core board (lightweight) as backing for your paper or canvas;
• paper — several pieces of 140 or 300pd paper cut to size — or
canvasses for oils;
• a sketchbook and pen, pencil or charcoal;
• a small sharpener; view finder;
• a single edge razor blade;
• masking tape;
• a plastic bag for sitting on the ground;
• water container and water;
• water atomizer/spray bottle;
• turpentine for oils;
• paper towels; and tissues.
Optional items might be a Pentel waterbrush, water soluble pencils
and crayons; camera (many people capture the scene for later); a
large brimmed hat, sun screen and bug spray; alternatively a parka or
jacket; snacks, a packed lunch and drinking water.
Happy Painting!

VERDUGO HILLS ART ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 8059, La Crescenta, CA 91224-0059
www.verdugoarts.com

Two win Nov. Artist of the Month awards

Congratulations to one of our newest member, Ken
Johnson, who captured First Place for his wonderful oil
painting "Bodie Sentinel." Maurine Hixson won Second
Place for her beautiful watercolor "Fantasy." Thank you to
everyone who shared their work with us!
A reminder: Each member may enter ONE piece of art
per month. Entry fee is $2.00. When there are: 1-5 artworks entered a First Place ribbon will be awarded; 6-10:
First and Second Place ribbons will be awarded; and with
11 or more, First, Second and Third Place ribbons will be
awarded
First-place winners may not enter again for the
remainder of our “year” (the Artist-of-the-Month year is
from September to May). At the June meeting, all firstplace winners will present their art for the Artist-of-theYear competition.
Mary Hoehn
Chairman, Artist of the Month
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Frank Lennartz to appear at VHAA Jan. meeting
rank Lennartz, whose art reflects his love for the beauty of
nature and the spirit of the land, will be the artist demonstrator at the Verdugo Hills Art Association’s January meeting.
Combining a variety of colors with rich textures, Lennartz’s
paintings evoke colorful images of a more tranquil earth. Born in
Germany and raised in La Crescenta, Frank’s artistic influences
developed as a child. His mother created interesting crafts from
glass ornaments to figures made from wire and his father made a
living as a pianist. Frank’s creativity also showed up in school,
always drawing and decorating his reports with colorful drawings.
Using a set of Lucas oil paints given to him by his father,
Frank created his first oil painting (a scene in Venice) when he
was in college, a painting only his grandmother could love, as he
notes. Although encouraged to pursue a professional science
career, Frank always supplemented his college courses with art
classes and eventually, well into his career as an Occupational
Safety & Health Consultant, Frank took up oil painting at the
time his mother, Margot Lennartz, began teaching oil painting.
It was on the first
day of his mother’s very
first art class that he met
his future artist wife,
Linda Elliott DuPas. They
eventually married and
settled near the Pacific
Coast in Oak Park, CA, an
area frequently painted by
many plein aire painters,
including early California impressionists Guy Rose, William Wendt,
Hanson Puthuff and Edgar Payne. Frank states, “I feel very lucky
to live where we do and have the opportunity to follow the paths of
these legendary artists. Not only are they my inspiration, but I feel

F

NEXT ART ASSOCIATION MEETING
Friday, January 6, 2012 • 7:00 P.M.
La Cañada Community Center
4469 Chevy Chase Dr., La Cañada

it is my ‘responsibility’ to carry on
the tradition of
painting en plein
aire in the styles
and in the area
they so loved.”
After years of
intensive plein
aire painting
workshops taught
by southwest
impressionist artist
Ted Goerschner,
Frank developed
Frank Lennartz will demonstrate at the
his own personalVHAA monthly meeting on January 6. His
ized style of capart (sample below, left) reflects his love of
turing light and
nature’s beauty and the spirit of the land.
color on canvas,
emphasizing the
‘mood’ of the moment and how it effects the landscape.
Highlights in Frank’s art career included being the recipient
of the prestigious ‘Director’s Choice Award’ presented by the
Carnegie Art Museum where his painting ‘A Trek In The Foothills’
is a part of their permanent collection. Frank, wife Linda and his
mother Margot are all Artist Members of the California Art Club
(CAC) and his paintings have been exhibited throughout southern California including many of the CAC’s juried Gold Medal
Exhibitions, the Weisman Museum of Art exhibitions in Malibu
and the CAC’s own gallery ‘The Old Mill’ in San Marino, CA.
For more information please go to www.franklennartz.com.

NEXT BOARD MEETING
Monday, January 9, 2012 • 7:00 p.m.
at the home of Gloria Clark
1033 Kildonan Dr., Glendale
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
s I start writing this message I am thinking
about my Christmas letter, making my cards, all
of the potlucks that I want to go to, the special
dinners, presents for friends and relatives, and the
Christmas program that my husband and I sang in
last night at our church.
The season is upon me and I am handling this
on a “one day at a time” basis. I paint my Christmas
card every year and this year I needed help. That is
where my friends stepped in to assist me. It is now
done, I just need to print them on my computer. The
Nikki Thomas
letter to family and friends is almost done, my husPresident
band writes it, and then I add to it. The holidays can
be overwhelming sometimes, and then there are those wonderful moments that hit
us like a slap in the face. By the time you read this, the holidays will be behind us
and I hope that yours was as wonderful as mine was.
How about those resolutions? This one may sound simple, but it isn’t. Chris
Van Winkle challenged us in his workshop to draw every day. I first heard about
this from Brenda Swenson who gives out rewards to artists who accept her challenge. I even have a friend who gave me a sketchbook and pen to help me get
started. To do something every day is hard. My husband and I walk first thing in
the morning, because if we don’t do it then, then it doesn’t get done.
I believe drawing is the same discipline. Set a time that is convenient for every
day. I only make sure that I do three things every day, get up, eat, and go to sleep.
So maybe I can fit the drawing in while I am eating or early in the morning or late
at night. I do want to hear your suggestions and what works for you. Give it a try
if you haven’t started, and then tell me what you have done.
In the coming months we will have as demonstrators Frank Lennartz, who
paints in oil; Ted Nuttall who paints in watercolors, and an expedition artist
Danielle Eubank. Brenda Swenson comes in September 2012. When you include
Chris Van Winkle last month, we are very grateful in having the cream of the crop
in Southern California artists to come to our meetings. Thank you, Liliane, 1st vice
president, for making this happen.
My wish for everyone is to have had a holiday season with friends and relatives, fun and laughter, with drawing and painting time to enrich our spirits. The
new year will be exciting and challenging, so have a great one.

A

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
n JAN. 6: VHAA member monthly meeting. Frank Lennartz will give a demonstration on landscape in oil (details on page 1)
n JAN. 7-27: VHAA Fundraiser and Non-Juried Art Show (details on page 3)
n JAN. 29: BMAII Critique Session (details on page 4)
n FEB. 3: VHAA member monthly meeting; watercolorist Ted Nuttal will demonstrate.
n APRIL 1-30: VHAA Small-Image Art Show (details on page 3)

VHAA News
New Member
Ron Dietel
4432 Commonwealth Ave.
La Canada, CA 91011
ron@ucla.edu

VHAA News
n Sheri Garwood needs a volunteer to assist her with our VHAA workshops; preferably this person would
become the new workshop chair next
year. Your pay, should you decide to
accept, is free attendance at the workshops.
n All members are reminded to submit
articles for the newsletter to Editor Sue
Peacock (sue-p@pacbell.net) by the
15th of the month prior to publication.
n Monthly Raffle News
First, I’d like to thank those who have
generously donated art items, books, and
magazines used in the raffles. Last month
was a very successful month and the raffle, silent auction & book sale were a
huge success.
The raffles will continue to be a twopart program. You will have a choice on
which item you want to win by placing
your ticket(s) in a cup marked specifically for that item. When the winners of
those items have been chosen all of the
remaining tickets will be put into one
bag and a winner will be chosen for our
guest artist’s donation.
I want to thank the generosity of an
anonymous donor for the donation of a
sturdy/heavy-duty luggage dolly. Printed
materials tend to weigh a bit and I’m
having a difficult time moving the
boxes/bags of books and magazines back
and forth during the meetings.
Speaking of magazines ... Due to the
fact that the storage cabinet is full and
can not hold any more donations, the
Board has voted that we will no longer
store magazine donations. All donated
magazines will be put out for one meeting only, if they do not sell, they will be
discarded. Also the price of the magazines has been lowered; they will be
available for a small monetary donation,
with no set price.

Verdugo Hills Art Association Fundraiser and Non-Juried Show
Show Dates: January 7-27, 2012
Where: La Cañada Library John Clarke Room, 4545 North Oakwood, La Cañada
Take-in: Saturday, Jan. 7, 2012, 8:30-10:00 a.m., La Cañada Library
Takedown: Saturday, Jan. 28, 8:30-10:00 a.m. at the library
Who: All VHAA members in good standing
How: Bring one or two paintings. Remember to have your work framed according
to the rules found on the back of your roster. All frames must have hanging wires.
Cost: $10 each piece. The entry fee will guarantee acceptance of the painting for
the duration of the exhibit.
Why: This is the time when those who don’t wish their paintings to be judged can
have an opportunity to exhibit their art. There will be a People’s Choice Award
from votes cast by the library patrons.
Subjects: All subjects and media are allowed. We would love to see one of your
entries include some drawing, a sketch or partial sketch to show off the skeleton
of your work. Don’t forget that, according to our rules, all pieces should have
been done within the last three years, and if you sell your work VHAA expects a
percentage of the proceeds.
Questions? Call Sandy Rooney, 818/249-9006
OTHER SHOWS:
• Spring Small Image Show: April 1-30 (NOTE DATE CHANGE)
Pasadena Library. Take in at La Cañada Library, March 31
Works will be returned at the May meeting meeting
Please note that these dates have changed from the last newsletter.
• Spring Show: May 5-June 2, La Cañada Library
— Sandy Rooney, Exhibitions Chair
Do you have unused art supplies, art
books in good condition, art work you
no longer display? Why not donate them
to VHAA for our monthly raffle?
Remember you are eligible for a taxdeduction form for your donations.
Thank-you for your support.
Kimberly Ann Talbert
2nd Vice President

Member News
n Julie Crouch and Mary Jane Klune
each have a painting in the National
Watercolor Society 2012 Donors
Exhibition at the NWS Gallery, 915 South
Pacific Avenue, San Pedro, CA from
January 14 through February 5, 2012.
n Sheri Garwood has two concurrently
running shows. Both shows will be at
wonderful establishments; they have
great owners, serve really good food and
are cool places to visit:
“Music and Dance Locos,” a series
of loose watercolor sketches created
“live” in response to local musicians and

dancers, is showing until mid- January at
the Backdoor Bakery, 8658 Foothill
Blvd., Sunland (in the strip mall with My
Thai Restaurant, across Foothill from
Sunland Park).
“Entertainers and People with
Attitude,” more watercolor sketches,
including some very large pieces Sheri
did in New York is showing through the
end of January at Ratata (a cool little
French Cafe!), 1884 Westwood Blvd.,
L.A. 90025 (just below Santa Monica
Blvd., across the street from PetCo).

ON THE PALETTE
n MCGROARTY ARTS CENTER’S winter session begins Jan. 6 and runs until March
1. It offers a wide variety of classes in the
arts: Drawing, Painting, Sculpture,
Ceramics, Music Dance, and more. Sherí
Garwood teaches a drawing class there
continued on page 4

On the pallette
continued from page 3
on Mondays 6:30 -8:30pm.
There are two watercolor classes on Wednesdays:
• “Watercolor: Nature and Still Life” from 11:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m., a
traditional class focusing on technique, composition, and color, fun
for all levels;
• “Watercolor:Painting People” from 6:30-9:30 p.m., a more experimental class using live models in fun-themed costumes.
Check out all class offerings at www.mcgroartyartscenter.org or
call (818)352-5285 to sign up for classes!
n MCGROARTY ART FAIR AND GALLERY offers an opportunity for visual
artists from the local community to exhibit and sell their work in two
juried gallery spaces and outdoor booths. This split-presentation format allows artists to present their work, even if they prefer not to display it in the curated gallery. Visual artists working in all mediums are
encouraged to enter the event, though the gallery portion will favor
two-dimensional works such as paintings, photographs and fiber art.
Applications will be available for download on January 4, 2012.
Please review each application carefully and submit the required
materials where applicable by the deadline (Feb. 7, 2012, at 5 p.m.).
Applications submitted after the deadline will not be considered.
n SUNLAND SENIOR CENTER
8640 Fenwick St., Sunland, CA 91040
Free Drawing & Painting Class for Seniors!
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
Open to ages 55 and up. No experience necessary, and all levels
are welcome! There is absolutely no fee to participate, and all materials are provided. Just come to class to sign up! Want to learn more?
Contact McGroarty Arts Center: 818.352.5285.
n SUNLAND/TUJUNGA ART ASSOC.
S/TAA now meets the 2nd Thursday monthly at 7:00 p.m. at the La
Crescenta Spiritual Center, 4845 Dunsmore Ave., La Crescenta 91214.
Next workshop: Sat..,Jan.14 Dorothy Shepherd Workshop: Chinese
Brush Painting.
Information: Nancy Bearce; 818/736-7492; nancybearce1@att.net

VERDUGO HILLS ART ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 8059, La Crescenta, CA 91224-0059
www.verdugoarts.com

Two win Dec. “Artist of the Month” awards

Congratulations to Marilyn Pepper (left), who captured
First Place in the December Artist of the Month competition for her painting "Autumn Rose." Roland Clark won
Second Place for "Homestead Ruins." Thank you to everyone who shared their work with us!
Mary Hoehn
Chairman, Artist of the Month

Critique Session to be hosted By BMAI
(Business Men's Art Institute)
Sunday, January 29, 3:00-5:30 p.m.
BMAI, 2228 Florencita Dr. Montrose
Critique Master: Tim Tien
$5.00 Per Painting. The first 20 artists to RSVP will have
their work evaluated and other paintings will be added as
time allows.
Tim Tien is an artist member of the California Art
Club and has won numerous honors, including works of
excellence in the last three CAC's Gold Metal Exhibits.
Bring one or two paintings for critiquing. If you want to
observe the critique session, you are welcome to join in
at no cost. RSVP: Bill Peterson 818/353-0032.
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Ted Nuttall to demonstrate at VHAA Feb. meeting
ell-known figurative watercolorist Ted Nuttall will be the
demonstrator for the next meeting of the Verdugo Hills Art
Association on Feb. 3.
A graduate of Colorado Institute of Art, Ted’s painting expression was born out of his observation of people, his experience and
travels as an illustrator for the United States Air Force, and a 25year career in graphic design. His work, as a designer, illustrator,
and fine artist has won numerous national and regional awards.
Ted is a signature member of the American Watercolor
Society, National Watercolor Society, Transparent Watercolor
Society of America, Watercolor West and Western Federation of
Watercolor Societies. He teaches watercolor workshops in portraiture and figure painting for arts leagues and organizations
throughout the world.
Ted’s paintings continue to win awards in juried exhibitions
throughout the country. His painting “Dreaming Wide Awake”
was selected to hang in the 141st Annual Exhibition of the
American Watercolor Society and also was chosen for the traveling exhibition. The
Western Federation of
Watercolor Societies
awarded Ted’s piece “Cosi
Comincia Il Giorno” best
of show in their 34th
annual exhibition. His
painting “Her Eyes” was
awarded first prize in
Watercolor West XXXV
Annual show and “Winter
Sun/Red Bandanna” won
the coveted Skyledge Award
(Best of Show) in the 28th
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NEXT ART ASSOCIATION MEETING
Friday, February 3, 2012 • 7:00 P.M.
La Cañada Community Center
4469 Chevy Chase Dr., La Cañada

Annual Juried
Exhibition of the
Transparent
Watercolor Society of
America.
In 2011 he
served as Juror of
Awards for the
American
Watercolor Society
as well as the
Adirondack
Exhibition of
American
Watercolors and as
Juror of Selection for
the National
Watercolor Society. Ted Nuttall, who will demonstrate at the
“For as long as VHAA monthly meeting on Feb. 3, specializes in figurative watercolors.
I can remember,”
says Nuttal, “I have
been a fascinated spectator of human behavior — the quintessential people watcher. I naturally seek the unique character in
everyone I encounter. Often, as I observe someone in his or her
everyday environment, I am rewarded with a moment when the
play of light and shadow combine with a gesture or expression,
and I see a painting. A shadow cast by a pair of wire-rimmed
glasses, hands cradling a book or carefully tying a shoe, a contemplative smile completely unaware — the important moment
that tells a whole story. My paintings are an attempt to compose
and thoughtfully record the nuances that have transfixed these
moments, these stories, in my mind.”

NEXT BOARD MEETING
Monday, February 6, 2012 • 7:00 p.m.
at Frank De Lucia Fast Frame Shop
2222 Foothill Blvd., #D, La Cañada 91011
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
o you have a valentine who you love to shower
with gifts? How about giving him or her a smallimage painting or photograph? The catch is
that, ahead of time, you agree on taking it back so
that you can put it into the VHAA Small-Image Show
in April (see the details on page 3). Just a thought. I
am starting to paint my small images. The exhibition
committee has agreed to lower the price of the entry
fee to $5 per painting to encourage participation, so
get going.
Your board is quite aware that our monthly
Nikki Thomas
demonstrations aren’t perfect yet. We do have a new
President
sound system, but now we need a projector and an
imager to project the artist on to the screen that is available at the community center. If you or anyone you know has one or both of these items, please let me know.
We are searching other sources as well. After getting these items, we would also
need someone who was willing to act as the camera operator every month. Does
anyone have any ideas?
With Ted Nuttall coming in February, we will have many guests. Please bring
extra food so everyone will have something to snack on. I remember when he
came to VHAA when we were at the Montrose church, and it was pouring rain.
That didn’t matter because we were watching a master at work and lots of people
showed up.
At our last meeting the raffle table, books and magazines brought in over
$180. Please bring in your unwanted books and supplies so that we can make
money for our scholarship student. Thank you Kimberly, our Ways and Means
Chairperson, and everyone else who participated. It was fun watching Liz win the
raffle, when she didn’t know the prize was Frank’s painting. She was so excited
when she realized it.
I met a friend at Curves I haven’t seen in a long time who is a member of VHAA.
She said that she just started taking a class at McGroarty Arts Center. I asked her if
the class was with Sheri Garwood, and her answer was yes. Small world isn’t it?
Speaking of McGroarty, the Center is having an art and craft fair and is inviting artists to buy a $30 booth to sell their art work. The date is March 24, 2012.
If anyone is interested, the board has agreed to fund one booth for an artist with
the stipulation that we can put flyers on a table. Someone needs to be there at all
times for the whole day. The fair starts at 11 a.m. and ends at 5 p.m. Set up starts
at 8 a.m. and clean up has to be finished by 6 p.m. For more details, contact me.
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
n FEB. 3: VHAA member monthly meeting. Ted Nuttall will demonstrate on
watercolor portraiture. (details on page 1)
n MAR. 2: VHAA member monthly meeting
n APRIL 1-30: VHAA Small-Image Art Show (details on page 3)
n MAY 5-JUNE 2: VHAA Spring Art Show (details on page 3)

VHAA News
Member corrections
• DOROTHY BECK
1034 Eastglen Dr.
La Verne Ca. 91750
• ANITA COVIN
918 N. Everett St.
Glendale, Ca. 91207
cell: 818/439-3485
• T.K. CHAU
810 Foxkirk Rd,
Glendale 91206,
818/246-8838.
tkchau21@yahoo.com.
• GRETEL MERKEL
4338 Pennsylvania Ave,
La Crescenta 91214

Member News
n All members are reminded to submit
articles for the newsletter to Editor Sue
Peacock (sue-p@pacbell.net) before
February 8 for the March newsletter.
n The Non-Juried Scholarship Show is
currently hung in the La Canada Library
where it will remain until January 27th.
There were only eighteen pieces of art
brought in, but they made for a good
show of assorted painting styles and photographs, and we brought in some additional money for the Scholarship Fund.
Pick-up is Saturday, January 28, 8:309:30 a.m.
n The Board knows that we need a projector and camera in order to improve
the audience’s viewing of our demonstrators. Please let us know if you have any
video equipment that we could borrow
for the meetings.
n In April Drew Foster’s classes, drawing and painting are about “seeing”. She
teaches many techniques of observation
in four fine arts classes: watercolor,
drawing, portraiture and oil/acrylic
painting. Offered in Highland Park and
Eagle Rock, through LAUSD Adult
Education, the cost is minimal. Please
call April at 818-952-0212 or go to
www.artclassesinla.com

Verdugo Hills Art Association Small-Image Show
Show Dates: April 1, 2012 (NOTE DATE CHANGE)
Where: Pasadena Main Library; 285 East Walnut St., Pasadena
Take-in: Saturday, March 31, 2012, 8:30-9:30 a.m., La Cañada Library (NOT THE
SHOW SITE)
Return: Paintings will be returned at the May VHAA meeting
Who: All VHAA members in good standing
How: Bring up to four items. This is a juried show. Remember to have your work
framed according to the rules found on the back of your roster. All frames must
have hanging wires. IMPORTANT: Each entry in the small-image category can be
no larger than 15 inches in any direction including the frame.
Cost: We have been offered extra display space this year so we will accept four
entries per person. To encourage you to contribute four pieces, for this show only
we are offering a special price of $5.00 per entry.
Other information: Your art will be hung in the Pasadena Main Library for the
month of April.
Questions? Call Sandy Rooney, 818/249-9006
— Sandy Rooney, Exhibitions Chair

VHAA Spring Show
Show dates: May 5-June 2, La Cañada Library
TAKE-IN: Saturday, May 5, 8:30-9:30 a.m.
PICKUP: Saturday, June 2, 8:30-9:30 a.m.
COST: $10 per entry
We would like to have at least one piece of art from each member of VHAA for this
show so we can give lots of prizes.
Questions? Call Sandy Rooney, 818/249-9006
— Sandy Rooney, Exhibitions Chair
n Monthly Raffle News
First, I’d like to take this opportunity
to thank those of you who purchased
books in January. Our book sale was
very successful. We still have the copy of
Historic Hollywood, valued on Amazon
for $121-$150. If you’re interested, you
can make an offer for it at the February
meeting.
I want to apologize for the limited
number of Raffle prizes; unfortunately,
we had only one donation last month. I’ll
keep scouting around and hopefully next
month will prove to have more offerings.
Remember, if you have extra or
unused art supplies, books in good condition or art work you no longer display,
they make an excellent donation for our
monthly raffle. You are eligible for a taxdeduction form for your donations.

We did quite well with the sale of
magazines at the January meeting. It
seems that asking for a donation in lieu
of a set price did wonders for our sales
and the people who purchased them
seemed happier.
We are working on the details for
having a white elephant/garage sale.
Proceeds will go to the Scholarship
Fund…. Do you know of a site?
There will be two winners of the
People’s Choice award from January’s
Library show. First prize is a $25 gift certificate for Bucca di Beppo. Second prize
is a $10 gift certificate for Coco’s. Thankyou to the anonymous donor of the gift
certificates.
Thanks to everyone for your support.
Kimberly Ann Talbert
2nd Vice President

ON THE PALETTE
n SUNLAND TUJUNGA ART ASSOCIATION
meets and has a free demonstration at
7:00 p.m. on the second Thursday of
each month at:
La Crescent Spiritual Center,
4845 Dunsmore Ave,
La Crescenta 91214
The following Saturday they have a low
cost ($30 members, $40 guests) workshop with the demonstrating artist from
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at
Tujunga Library
7771 Foothill Blvd.
Tujunga 91042
Demonstrations and workshops for the
rest of this year are:
• 2/9 and 2/11 Vincent Takas,
Watercolor
• 3/8 and 3/10 Frank Lennertz, Oil landscape
• 4/12 and 4/14 Randall WIlliams,
Acrylics
• 5/10 and 5/12 Fealing Lin, Watercolor
The June meeting is their annual installation and potluck

VERDUGO HILLS ART ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 8059, La Crescenta, CA 91224-0059
www.verdugoarts.com

Two win “Artist of the Month” awards at January meeting

T
The New Year presented us with wonderful works of art for all of us to enjoy at our
January meeting. Four mediums — oil, pencil, watercolor and acrylic — were represented.
Peterfield Turpin’s watercolor “Near Tom’s Place” secured a First Place ribbon and
Martin Lin’s acrylic “Blue Window” won Second Place. Congratulations to our winners!
Please bring in your paintings to the meetings before 6:45 p.m. This is your
chance to display and show off your work. Overheard at the last meeting, “Seeing the
art is the best part of the meeting.”
Mary Hoehn
Chairman, Artist of the Month

DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE PROCESS IMMEDIATELY
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Sue Peacock, Editor

Danielle Eubank to appear at VHAA March meeting
anielle Eubank, our demonstrator for March, is a painter
interested in exploring the relationship between abstraction
and realism. In addition to her studio practice, Ms. Eubank
was an Expedition Artist on the Phoenicia, a replica of a 600 B.C.
Phoenician vessel. The ship sailed from the Mediterranean
through the Suez Canal, around Africa and back into the Mediterranean, completing the circumnavigation in November 2010.
In 2004 she was
invited to participate in the
international Borobudur
Ship Expedition. As Expedition Artist, she traveled
10,000 miles with the
replica 8th century Indonesian wooden boat from
Indonesia to Seychelles,
Madagascar, South Africa,
and Ghana, painting and
drawing. The boat was of a
design based on stone
relief carvings found on
the ancient Buddhist temple at Borobudur on the
island of Java. The unique
body of work she produced
during this epic voyage (over 100 paintings and photographs)
was subsequently presented at a solo exhibition in London.
In 2005, Eubank was an artist-in-residence in Bali for 3
months. Based in Ubud, a centre of traditional arts, she immersed
herself in the local culture, seascape and artistic heritage of the
island—all of which is celebrated in the work she created there.
Eubank has worked as a commissioned artist, producing por-
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traits for groups such as Standard Chartered Bank and for the
Naval and Military Club in London, as well for many private individuals.
Eubank holds a postgraduate degree in fine art from UCLA in
Los Angeles. She will be painting the Henley Royal Regatta in
June 2012. She currently lives and works in Los Angeles, and
maintains a studio in London.
Eubank makes every effort to create her artwork in an environmentally responsible manner. She uses the highest quality
materials, including low VOC or no VOC paints, thinners, and
mediums, and FSC certified wood for stretchers. She recycles
whenever possible.
She says, "My painting rests on the line between abstraction
and representation. I consider the forms created by ripples in a
pond or the lines of receding waves a foundation for further
deconstruction. I am looking for the tipping point between the
conceptual and visible.
"It is the shapes, lines, tones, and colors of water that perpetually engage me. I paint images of streams, channels, ponds,
rivers, and seas, breaking them down into fragments.
"I like to provoke the viewer into a heightened awareness of
his or her experience in front of the canvas. My work brings the
subject right up to the surface of the canvas, almost into the viewer's space, abstracting the nature of the visible."

NEXT ART ASSOCIATION MEETING
Friday, March 2, 2012 • 7:00 P.M. (SEE NOTE ABOVE RIGHT)
La Cañada Community Center
4469 Chevy Chase Dr., La Cañada

ALERT: The La Canada Community Center is having
an event as the same night as our meeting on March
2. Please plan to arrive early so that you can find a
parking space either in the lot across the street or
on the street. This is a good time to plan out your
car pooling for March.

NEXT BOARD MEETING
Monday, March 5, 2012 • 7:00 p.m.
at the home of Mary Jane Klune
4905 Carmel Road, La Cañada
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
his has been a busy month for my husband, who
is a music critic for the Pasadena Star-News, San
Gabriel Valley Tribune and Whittier Daily News ...
and for me. Composer Gustav Mahler produced 9.5
symphonies, which Gustavo Dudamel, the Los
Angeles Philharmonic and Simón Bolivár Symphony
Orchestra of Venezuela performed during their
month long “Mahler Project.” Bob went to all but
one of the concerts; I attended four of them, including the culmination: Symphony No. 8 both orchestras and more than 800 singers from all around the
Nikki Thomas
Los Angeles area performing (that’s why it’s known
President
as “Symphony of a Thousand”). What an extravaganza! That is really art in its grandest mode.
Our February artist, Ted Nuttall, was so informative as he painted. I wished I
was able to take notes. For those of you who missed his demonstration, in this
newsletter there is an article about the methods he used to create such a wonderful portrait. Two of the points that hit home with me were that he said not to paint
the mouth in full. In his painting, part of the lips are visible and the other parts are
blurred. It doesn’t change the beauty of the painting. Also, he stated that he uses
warm colors for his s hadows. I am forever using my blues for shadows and I will
have to try using warm colors, instead. It was so good to meet all of our guests and
thank you so much for sharing our joy. We also welcomed four new members.
As we were locking up for the night, an oil painter asked me for the number
of watercolor members and the number of the oil painters. He felt that in the
“Artist of the Month” competitions, the watercolors had a better chance of winning. I explained to him that I have been a member for five years, try to enter a
watercolor painting every month, and have never won any kind of ribbon! My feeling is that for $2 a month I can show off my best new paintings to my friends, and
I am very proud to do that. So I will keep painting and keep entering.
Our new directories will be available at our March meeting; everyone please
pick up your copy. Many people have worked on this directory to make it accurate. If there are any changes, please contact me.
Our artist for March is a well-know traveler and I can’t wait to see what she
demonstrates. Please come and enjoy our artists.
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NEW MEMBERS
• STEVE GILLON
3626 1st Ave.
La Crescenta 91214
818/541-6852
cadastrian@yahoo.com
watercolor, ink, photography, photoshop
• LAURA LEE JOHNSON
356 Noren St.
La Canada 91011
818/790-0292
lauralee@sbcglobal.net
watercolor, oil, collage

• NANCY CORRAN
10643 Pinyon Ave.
Tujunga, 91042
818/951-5777
corrnanc@verizon.net
watercolor
• JILL POLSBY
874 So. Arroyo Blvd.
Pasadena 91105
626/799-6125
polsby@yahoo.com
watercolor

VHAA News
People
n In January the “Peoples’ Choice
Award” show at the La Cañada Library was
very successful. The two winners were:
JANE HIGLEY, 1st Place for Church Bells
and MARILYN PEPPER, 2nd Place for
Peruvian Pet. The winners received a $25
gift certificate for Bucca di Beppo & a $10
gift certificate for Coco’s. Photos are on
page 4.
n BARBARA THORN-OTTO has a painting
in the 87th Annual Pasadena Society of
Artists Show, though February 23
CREATIVE ARTS CENTER GALLERY
1100 West Clark Avenue, Burbank,
818/238-5397

Verdugo Hills Art Association Small-Image Show
Show Dates: April 2012
Where: Pasadena Main Library; 285 East Walnut St., Pasadena
Take-in: Saturday, March 31, 2012, 8:30-9:30 a.m., La Cañada Library (NOT THE
SHOW SITE)
Return: Paintings will be returned at the May VHAA meeting
Who: All VHAA members in good standing
How: Bring up to four items. This is a juried show. Remember to have your work
framed according to the rules found on the back of your roster. All frames must
have hanging wires. IMPORTANT: Each entry in the small-image category can be
no larger than 15 inches in any direction including the frame.
Cost: We have been offered extra display space this year so we will accept four
entries per person. To encourage you to contribute four pieces, for this show only
we are offering a special price of $5.00 per entry.
Other information: Your art will be hung in the Pasadena Main Library for the
month of April.
Questions? Call Sandy Rooney, 818/249-9006
— Sandy Rooney, Exhibitions Chair

Classes
n CHRIS VAN WINKLE is starting watercolor classes at Citrus College again.
626) 852-8022
• April 16-21 Beginners and intermediate
• June 18-23 Advanced
Contact the school in person to register
• Yosemite Outdoor Adventures, watercolor with Chris Aug 3-5, quick sketch
Contact Carolyn King 209) 379-3217 Ext
10 or cking@yosemiteconservancy.org
n TED NUTTALL is holding a four-day
workshop in watercolor painting working
from portaits. May 15-18 from 9:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. at Montrose Citibank
Community Room. Cost is $595 (normally
$750). Information: polsby@yahoo.com
n Please note that the McGroarty Art
Fair and Gallery is March 24 from 11:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.; the times were in
error in last month’s issue.
n The BMAI facility has oil classes and
figure drawing classes, plus rooms for
rent.
• Saturday Figure drawing, $20 per class
for the model, register at the location
• Monday nights 7-10, oil; call Mr Low
626) 446-9989
• Wednesday mornings oil; call Tim
626) 943-0818
They also have 2 rooms to use for workshops (perhaps some of our instructors
need a classroom) or for meetings. The
prices are $50 for half a day and $100

VHAA Spring Show
Show dates: May 5-June 2, La Cañada Library
TAKE-IN: Saturday, May 5, 8:30-9:30 a.m.
PICKUP: Saturday, June 2, 8:30-9:30 a.m.
COST: $10 per entry. Three entries per member will be allowed. For hanging information and sizes, please check the back of the VHAA Directory.
We would like to have at least one piece of art from each member of VHAA for this
show so we can give lots of prizes.
JUDGE: Our Judge for the small image show will be Angela Hernandez. Angela was
educated at the Art Center and Chouinard Art Institute. She has a background in
commercial art and graphic design. Her art experience includes painting in oils
and watercolors, and mixed media. She has won many first-place awards in shows
and is a signature member of Watercolor West. Her specialty is watercolor landscapes including people from her world wide travels.
Questions? Call Sandy Rooney, 818/249-9006
— Sandy Rooney, Exhibitions Chair
for the day.
BMAI is centrally located in
Montrose at 2228 Florincita. Main phone
answering machine 818) 249-4275

Monthly Raffle News
First I want to thank everyone who donated raffle prizes for February’s meeting.
The raffle benefits our scholarship fund.
I’d to remind you that if you make a one
time-donation of $25 or more we will
provide you with a receipt for your taxes.
We are scouting around for a location to hold a Tag Sale. so if you know of
a great spot let me know and I’ll bring it

up to the Board. It was mentioned that
the parking lot next to Las Casitas, across
from Berolina’s is a possible site. If anyone has additional information about this
(or any other location), please let me
know via e-mail.
If anyone has any ideas for other
fund-raisers I’d be interested in hearing
them and I’ll be happy to pass them
along to the Board.
Thank-you
Kimberly Ann Talbert
2nd Vice President

Notes from Ted Nuttall’s
February demonstration
Special thanks to Joan Whitmore, Nikki
Thomas, Julie Crouch, Gloria Beyer,
Marilyn Pepper, Devorah Friedman and
Paulette Lay for their notes.
Ted stated that a correct drawing
can mostly assure you will have a good
painting so he may take 5 or 6 hours to
make a drawing. He paints from black
and white photos because he wants to
use his own color combinations.
Nuttall said he uses lots of water and
the colors he prefers for the skin are cad
red light, cad yellow, raw sienna,
cerulean blue, mineral violet, hookers
green and sometimes to cool down an
area he will use a wash of ultramarine.
For the hair he uses burnt sienna and
ultramarine blue and for eyes uses several
colors making sure to leave a white spot.
The nostrils are cadmium red light and
ultramarine blue. He said to paint the top
edge of the nostril and then soften the
bottom so that there aren’t 2 dark holes.
Ted makes sure some of the edges of the
lips are lost in shadow and uses scarlet
lake, cadmium orange and alizarin crimson. He paints the shadow on the tip of
the nose with a sloppy dot. To avoid the
cut out look he softens the hairline.
He said he achieves transparency by
building up 2-5 layers of warm colors,
then that gives his paintings their glow
making sure that each layer is completely dry before adding another.

VERDUGO HILLS ART ASSOCIATION
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Three win Artist of the Month awards in February

We had a wonderful showing February of our artist's work. Our First Place winner was
Jeanne Windoffer for her watercolor "Driving into the Sunset." Second Place was secured by
Roland Clark for his watercolor "Colorado Legacy." And, our Third Place ribbon was awarded to Caddis Robinette for her rendition of "Eve." Thank you to all of the participants. Keep
bringing your paintings!
— Mary Hoehn, Chairman, Artist of the Month

In the “Peoples’ Choice Award” show at the La Cañada Library in January, Jane Higley won
1st Place for Church Bells and Marilyn Pepper, 2nd Place for Peruvian Pet (see page 3).
DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE PROCESS IMMEDIATELY
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Watercolorist Fealing Lin to appear at April meeting
ward-winning watercolorist, Fealing Lin of San Marino will
be the demonstrator at the April meeting of the Verdugo Hills
Art Association.
Fealing was born in Taiwan and began her journey into
artistic expression as a protégé of renowned professor Ching-Jung
Chen in Taiwan. She subsequently pursued her career in the
United States with watercolorist and senior art historian professor
Verna Wells.
With a fluidity of colors, Fealing combines impressionistic
strokes and semi-abstract techniques to elicit life and movement
in her portrait and landscape watercolors. Her paintings adorn
the paper with both harmony and emotion.
Although briefly diverted from her passion by a family tradition of medicine and dentistry, Fealing ultimately abandoned her
tray of instruments and high-speed drills in favor of her pallet
and brushes. Now she is a
teacher, demonstrator, judge,
and active exhibitor.
“Fealing Lin paints
poems that vibrate with light
and color... long may she
continue to delight the eye
and move the spirit,” says
Professor William
Blackshaw, President of the
Royal Watercolor Society in
England.
“My passion for watercolor,” says Fealing, “comes from the
opportunity it gives me to be totally spontaneous in the pursuit of
traditional watercolor transparency, which is the ‘glow’ from the
white paper that emerges through the paint once a fusion occurs
from the application of wet into wet.”
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NEXT ART ASSOCIATION MEETING
Friday, April 6, 2012 • 7:00 P.M.
La Cañada Community Center
4469 Chevy Chase Dr., La Cañada

Fealing is
an annual
guest instructor
at Yosemite
National Park,
an instructor at
Brand Art
Studios at
Brand Library
in Glendale and
at San Gabriel
Well-known watercolorist Fealing Lin (left)
Recreation
Center in San will demonstrate at VHAA’s meeting on April 6.
Her watercolor, “Have You Heard?” is above.
Gabriel. She
was featured at
Descanso Gardens Gallery for 10 consecutive years. She has
taught watercolor workshops throughout California and the US.
Fealing has been enthusiastically embraced by the general public
and private collectors alike.
Fealing is a signature member of National Watercolor
Society, Watercolor West, and the Missouri Watercolor Society. Her
works have been juried in many national exhibitions including
NWS, WW, TWSA (Transparent Watercolor Society of America),
Brand National, Audubon Artist, San Diego Watercolor
International and many others. She has won numerous awards
among these shows.
Fealing’s works also appear in many magazines and books,
including Watercolor Magic, Artist Sketch Magazine,
International Artist Magazine, Best Watercolor, and Splash (9, 10,
& 11). She is one of 15 artists who have contributed to the book
Watercolor Secrets by North Light Books (2009). Her self-portrait
is featured on the cover.

NEXT BOARD MEETING
Monday, April 9, 2012 • 7:00 p.m.
at the home of Nikki Thomas
333 Stowe Terrace; Los Angeles 90042
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
or everyone who did not make the March meeting, you really missed a great demonstration.
Danielle Eubanks presented a slide show about
her trip on the Phoenicia that sailed through the
Suez Canal, around Africa and back to the
Mediterranean. Danielle’s ship was a replica of a
600 B.C. Phoenician vessel.
The trip took two years. During the trip when it
was especially unsafe for women and U.S. citizens to
continue to certain ports of call, she had to disembark for a month at a time.
Nikki Thomas
Danielle loved her trip and was very excited
President
about how her paintings developed as “ripples in a
pond.” At the meeting, she also demonstrated how she works. Those ripples that
appear so casual are actually very well thought out for balance and design, and
there may be hidden pictures within the shadows. I f you have another opportunity
to see her, don’t miss it.
Now is the time to think about the board of directors for this coming year.
First, we need three people from the general membership to join the three members from the board to serve on the nominating committee. The joke is that if you
volunteer for the committee, then you won’t be appointed to a position. Who
knows? Usually there are one or two meetings and that is it. Please check with
Suzanne Bitterman and let her know if you are willing to serve on the committee.
I hope that all watercolor enthusiasts were able to attend the World of
Watercolor, AWS, NWS, and 3rd Signature Exhibitions in Fallbrook. The show was
smaller than I had expected but I discovered some new wonderful artists. I also
viewed the La Quinta Fine Art Festival, which claims the No. 2 ranking in the
nation. I was thrilled to see such wonderful painters and such huge canvasses.
Don’t forget to enter the Small-Image Show — take-in is March 31 — and
the Spring Show. Details are on page 3.
I will not be at the April meeting so Liliane Juris will run the meeting. April 6
is Good Friday and my husband and I will be singing in a program that night. See
you all in May if not before then.
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NEW MEMBER
HOVIK KHODABAKHSHIAN
2851 Canada Blvd,
Glendale 91208
818) 535-5366
oil

MEMBER CHANGES
LAURA LEE JOHNSON
lauraleej@sbcglobal.net
(the “j” was left out of the email address
last time)
STEVE GILLON (spelling correction)
Email: cadastrian@yahoo.com
BILL PETERSON
Email: twiceapainter@yahoo.com
ANGIE BARAY
Email: dadjuly4@yahoo.com

VHAA News
Board members needed for 2012-2013
It’s that time of the year when we
nominate members to comprise the VHAA
Board of Directors for the year 20122013. We need you to step up!
The first step is to form a nominating
committee. We need three VHAA members
to join with three board members on the
committee. If you can help, please contact
Suzanne Bitterman.

People
n Eight paintings by DEBBY BECK were
accepted into the Small-Works section of
the McGoarty Arts Center show. Among
the local artists in the show were SHERI
GARWOOD, NANCY LACROIX-TOYNE and last
month’s demonstrator, DANIELLE EUBANK.
n JULIE SNYDER has been included in
Contemporary Masters, Artistic Eden III
at the Pasadena Museum of History (470
W. Walnut St., Pasadena). The juried exhibition reflects scenes of the San Gabriel
Valley from 42 artists who were selected
from a pool of 200 nationally recognized
artists.
The show runs through July 29.
Information: www.pasadenahistory.org/
thingstosee/ArtisticEdenIII.html

Monthly Raffle News
Thanks to everyone for donating items to
the sale and raffle table. Thanks also to
those who continue to support us by
buying books and raffle tickets. All proceeds benefit our scholarship fund.
Kimberly Ann Talbert
2nd Vice President

Shows
n The National Watercolor Society
(NWS) will hold its 92nd Annual
Exhibition in September at the NWS
Gallery in San Pedro. Deadline for
entries is May 24; $25,000 in prizes will
be awarded. Obtain a prospectus after
March 24 by logging onto
www.nationalwatercolorsociety.org or by
sending a SASE to:
Penny Hill
1145 Barnham Dr. #130
San Marcos, CA 92078.
n The 8th Women International Show is

Verdugo Hills Art Association Small-Image Show
Show Dates: April 2012
Where: Pasadena Main Library; 285 East Walnut St., Pasadena
Take-in: Saturday, March 31, 2012, 8:30-9:30 a.m., La Cañada Library (NOT THE
SHOW SITE)
Return: Paintings will be returned at the May VHAA meeting
Who: All VHAA members in good standing
How: Bring up to four items. This is a juried show. Remember to have your work
framed according to the rules found on the back of your roster. All frames must
have hanging wires. IMPORTANT: Each entry in the small-image category can be
no larger than 15 inches in any direction including the frame.
Cost: We have been offered extra display space this year so we will accept four
entries per person. To encourage you to contribute four pieces, for this show only
we are offering a special price of $5.00 per entry.
JUDGE: Our Judge for the small-image show will be Angela Hernandez. Angela was
educated at the Art Center and Chouinard Art Institute. She has a background in
commercial art and graphic design. Her art experience includes painting in oils
and watercolors, and mixed media. She has won many first-place awards in shows
and is a signature member of Watercolor West. Her specialty is watercolor landscapes including people from her world wide travels.
Other information: Your art will be hung in the Pasadena Main Library for the
month of April.
Questions? Call Sandy Rooney, 818/249-9006
— Sandy Rooney, Exhibitions Chair

VHAA Spring Show
Show dates: May 5-June 2, La Cañada Library
TAKE-IN: Saturday, May 5, 8:30-9:30 a.m.
PICKUP: Saturday, June 2, 8:30-9:30 a.m.
COST: $10 per entry. Three entries per member will be allowed. For hanging information and sizes, please check the back of the VHAA Directory.
We would like to have at least one piece of art from each member of VHAA for this
show so we can give lots of prizes.
Questions? Call Sandy Rooney, 818/249-9006
— Sandy Rooney, Exhibitions Chair

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
n APRIL 6: VHAA member monthly meeting. Fealing Lin will demonstrate.
(details on page 1)
n APRIL 1-30: VHAA Small-Image Art Show (details on page 3)
n MAY 4: VHAA monthly member meeting. VHAA member
Trish Kertes will be the demonstrator.
running through March 31 at the Latino
Art Museum, 281 S. Thomas St., Suite
105, Pomona.
n “Garden as Art” will be on display
March 30 through May 30 at Chaffey

Community Art Association Museum of Art,
12467 Baseline Rd., Rancho Cucamonga.
An artists’ reception will be held April 22
from 2-4:30 p.m. The show combines
sculpture, photography and paintings.

Ted Nuttall: the rest of the story
Last month we were able to run only a
portion of the report on Ted Nuttal’s visit
to VHAA in February. Here’s the whole
story. Special thanks to Joan Whitmore,
Nikki Thomas, Julie Crouch, Gloria Beyer,
Marilyn Pepper, Devorah Friedman and
Paulette Lay for their notes.
ed started out saying you have to love
what you paint and it is important to
have a connection with the person you
are painting. He may take 5 or 6 hours
drawing and tries not to erase because it
abrades the paper. “A correct drawing
can mostly assure you will have a good
painting,” says Ted.
He paints with a #16 Raphael Kolinsky
Sable brush that takes mashing and creates the shapes of his “sloppy dots, and he
paints with a # 24 for backgrounds.
Ted paints from black and white photos because he wants to use his own color
combinations. He starts painting the face
first because he said that if the color isn’t
correct at this stage, the picture would not
be successful. He first blocks in the big
areas loosely in the lightest values and
then lastly defines the features. His technique includes doing the shadow on a
face painting small sections, softening the
edges and letting them blend on the
paper. Ted says not to make mindless
brush strokes. If you make a mistake,
stop, think and plan.
Nuttall said he uses lots of water and
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VERDUGO HILLS ART ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 8059, La Crescenta, CA 91224-0059
www.verdugoarts.com

the colors he prefers for the skin are Cad
Red Light, Cad Yellow, Raw Sienna,
Cerulean Blue, Mineral Violet, Hookers
Green and sometimes to cool down an
area he will use a wash of Ultramarine.
Most of the paint he uses is Winsor &
Newton.
To avoid the cut out look, he softens
the hairline. For the hair he uses Burnt
Sienna and Ultramarine Blue, eyebrows
Ultramarine and Burnt Umber, eyes, several colors making sure to leave a white
spot, and nostrils, Cadmium Red Light
and Ultramarine. He said to paint the top
edge of the nostril and then soften the
bottom so that there aren’t 2 dark holes.
The fulcrum (below the nostrils) is a
form shadow, so it has soft edges. He
paints it with Scarlet Lake and Cadmium
Orange and expects it to look off at first.
For the shoulder he uses some Mineral
Violet for the shadow area. Ted makes
sure some of the edges of the lips are lost
in shadow and uses Scarlet Lake,
Cadmium Orange and Alizarin Crimson.
He paints the shadow on the tip of the
nose with a sloppy dot.
He said he achieves transparency by
building up 2-5 layers of warm colors,
then that gives his paintings their glow. In
deciding the background color, he considers the temperature of the figure and
then brings in either the warm or cool
background. Then he brings some of the
background into the hair and clothing.
DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE PROCESS IMMEDIATELY

Two win Artist of the Month
awards in March

March's “Artist of the Month” competition was
represented by paintings in acrylic, watercolor and oil. However, this month, oil and water
took home the ribbons.
First Place was awarded to Gloria Clark
for her oil painting of the "Oregon Coast" and
Nikki Thomas received the Second Place ribbon for her watercolor "Bridge to Home."
Congratulations Gloria and Nikki!!!
Remember. only two months remain
before the June competition for “Artist of the
Year.” Please continue to share your work
with us in the April and May “Artist of the
Month” competitions.
— Mary Hoehn, Chairman,
Artist of the Month
Mr. Nuttall said the biggest problem he
sees in the classes he teaches are his students painting too fast. He patiently waits
for each layer to dry. Then he builds layers of paint to create texture and value.
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Local oil painter Trish Kertes to appear at May meeting
rish Kertes, of La Canada Flintridge, a noted local artist who is
featured at many venues and galleries, will be the demonstrator at the VHAA meeting on May 4.
Trish’s oil paintings depict local California scenes, the West,
and Italy. She has become well known for her colorful painting
style as she interprets nature with her brushes on canvas. She
often paints on location, which keeps her in touch with her subject matter.
Her treatment of light playing across a landscape is one of
the many delightful and compelling aspects of her work. As a former therapist, imbuing the paintings with positive emotion is an
important aspect of the art process for Trish. Many of her clients
have shared that they receive an emotional lift when viewing
their artwork.
The Angeles Crest area and San Gabriel Mountains are
favorite subjects. Trish says,
“These are areas that I hike
frequently, so they are very
familiar to me and close to
my heart. When I am hiking, I have time to absorb
the light and colors around
me, in addition to the peace
and serenity I feel in that
environment.”. She is also
an avid birder, which takes
her to many picturesque
areas that then become subject matter for her paintings.
Trish’s travels to Italy resulted in many paintings of her
favorite places: Tuscany, Venice, Portofino and Bellagio. “I have
so many wonderful images of Italy and such great memories that
I will never tire of painting them,” relates Trish.
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NEXT ART ASSOCIATION MEETING
Friday, May 4, 2012 • 7:00 P.M.
La Cañada Community Center
4469 Chevy Chase Dr., La Cañada

Among her
memberships
and distinctions
are: California
Art Club Ambassador
Program;
Descanso
Gardens Art
Gallery featured
artist;
California Art Local oil painter Trish Kertes (left) will demonClub Artist of strate at VHAA’s meeting on May 4. Her paintthe Year, 1997- ing “Convict Lake in Fall” is above; “Under
1998; Verdugo the Sierra” is below.
Hills Art
Association
President 19951997; Verdugo
Hills Art
Association
commissioned
to create original oil painting for Mayor of La Canada, 2007; Thursday
Morning Irregulars-Plein Air painting association.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
n MAY 5-JUNE 2: VHAA Spring Show. See page 3 for details.
n JUNE 2: VHAA Workshop at Citibank in Montrose. Rick
Rotarte will be the demonstrator. See page 5.

NEXT BOARD MEETING
Monday, May 7, 2012 • 7:00 p.m.
at the home of Gloria Clark
1033 Kildonan Drive, Glendale
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
sure missed being at our last meeting. I have never
seen Fealing Lin paint, and I’d been looking forward to her demonstration. I want to thank everyone who made the meeting happen, even with the
change in venue. Thank you everyone.
We seem to have a problem with snacks. The
board has been supplying the food for the last two
months because not enough people have volunteered to bring food. For the next two months there
are again not enough people signed up to bring
food; if you want treats, you will need to bring them.
Nikki Thomas
We will supply the drinks.
President
I read a quote from Diana Athill’s book
Somewhere Towards the End, which impressed me. She talks about a totally
absorbing occupation, like painting, where you are given a wonderful release
from consciousness of self. How many times are we so absorbed in what we are
doing that the time passes quickly? Isn’t it a wonderful experience? Sometimes that
happens to me when I am painting, but not always.
On the internet at artistdaily@interweave.com I ran across this description by
Courtney Jordan at Artist Daily: “One of the watercolor lessons I will never forget
has to do with going in after a painting is done to create detail or textural effects.
You can use a razor, toothpick, even a fingernail, to scratch away the paint. Or blot
away color with a cotton swab or blotting paper while it is still wet. You can also
work wet on dry, because the dry surface of your paper won’t allow newly applied
wet paint to spill around as easily as when the paper is wet.”
I just got back from the award show for the Mid Valley Arts League. We have
members who belong to both clubs and some of our members won awards at the
59th Annual Members Show. (see article on page 3) The pictures were already
hung, in their categories, but no one knew who won until tonight at the presentation. The winners came up to get their awards and were given a plaque to stick next
to their paintings. They will have to put their ribbons on their paintings themselves.
I unders tand that their judging system is different than ours. We use a numbering system for Composition, Technique and Creativity and the judge fills in the
numbers on our forms on the back of each painting. Then the scores are totaled.
The pictures with the highest numbers totaled are set aside in each category. The
Best of Show is picked among those winners and then the others are the first
place winners in each category and a second place is added to replace the Best of
Show. The prizes are given depending on how many people enter each category.
So if there aren’t enough entrants, then there won’t be that many awards.
At MVAL, the way I understand it, there are one or more judges who look over
all of the paintings, decide which ones they feel are winners and after discussing
among themselves, the winners are picked. What an interesting idea. There are no
scores, just winners and non winners. There were eight categories and special
awards named after two deceased members, Milford Zornes and Henry Fukuhara.
Even the Soroptimist Club sponsored an award. I really enjoyed watching the winners receive their awards and I was able to learn some names of people I’ve had
classes with over the years.
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VHAA News
New Members
VENESSA LO
2754 Franklin St
La Crescenta 91214
626-807-1819
vloyus@gmail.com
oil,w/c
JUDITH PETERS APABLAZA
451 Edwards Pl.
Glendale 91206
818-243-7290
apablaza.j@sbcglobal.net
wc

Board members needed for 2012-2013
The following positions are open on our
Board of Directors:
1st Vice President/Program Chairman
Treasurer
Artist of the Month
Hospitality
Workshop
If you would like to nominate someone or
fill a position yourself, please call or
email Mary Jane Klune

Alert
I’ve invited gazillions of people to come
and paint at the Arlington Garden in
Pasadena in preparation for our annual
Garden Party on April 28. The City of
Pasadena has asked us to consider a different date, sometime late summer for
this party. If you see anybody or contact
anybody, please let them know that the
party and art sale on the April 28 has
been cancelled. Thank you for your help
with this.
— Jill Polsby
http://jillpolsby.blogspot.com

People
n Several VHAA members who also
belong to the Mid-Valley Arts League won
awards at Mid-Valley’s 59th Annual
Members Show, which ran his month at
Frostig Center & School in Pasadena.
• DEVORAH FRIEDMAN won first place for
her portrait Big Mike.
• SANDY ROONEY won second place in

VHAA Spring Show runs May 5 through June 2
Show dates: May 5-June 2, La Cañada Library
TAKE-IN: Saturday, May 5, 8:30-9:30 a.m.
PICKUP: Saturday, June 2, 8:30-9:30 a.m.
COST: $10 per entry. Three entries per member will be allowed. For hanging information and sizes, please check the back of the VHAA Directory.
We would like to have at least one piece of art from each member of VHAA for this
show so we can give lots of prizes.
Questions? Call Sandy Rooney, 818/249-9006
— Sandy Rooney, Exhibitions Chair
abstract for Homage to Japanese Tsunami.
• BRENDA WALSH won third place in
abstract for Celtic Rising.
Mid-Valley has a category entitled
“Structural/Mechanical.” JULIE CROUCH
took third place for On the Way to Julian.
Congratulations to all!

Upcoming VHAA workshops
n VHAA’s last workshop of the season
will be June 2 at Citibank in Montrose.
RICK ROTANTE (rickrotantefineart.com)
is the artist. More later.
n Save the dates for a TWO DAY
WORKSHOP WITH BRENDA SWENSON on Saturday, September 29 and
Sunday, September 30. She will be teaching Negative Painting with Watercolors.
Cost will be $150 for members and
$165 for non members. This is an
exceptionally good price for a workshop
with her. Start saving your money now so
you can attend.
For information, contact Sandy
Rooney (818/249-9006).

Shows
n VHAA SMALL-IMAGE SHOW at the
Pasadena Library at 285 E Walnut, until
April 30th.
n ART ON PALM at 1419 E Palm St,
Altadena. Reception Saturday, April 28
from 9:30 am to 6:30 pm. There are 37
artists showing their work in ceramics,
glass, fabric, painting, collage, woodwork,
metalwork, photography, and jewelry.
Info: www.artonpalm.com
n NATIONAL WATERCOLOR SOCIETY
ALL MEMBER JURIED EXHIBITION:
April 5 – May 13 at NWS Gallery, 915 S.

Pacific Ave., San Pedro
n Mid-Valley Arts League’s eighth
SATURDAY IN THE PARK WITH THE MASTERS
has been set for May 12, 2012 at
Maranatha High School, 169 S. Saint
John Ave, Pasadena, a beautiful campus
in Pasadena, near the Norton Simon
Museum. Pre-registration is $15 and $20
at the location on the 12th. Info: A flyer
and directions are at www.MVAL.org or
call 626) 799-1595.
n PASADENA – ITS AURA: A CELEBRATION
OF PASADENA’S HISTORICAL LANDMARKS
Featuring the unique pen & ink drawings
of Russell Hobbs accompanied by narratives written by local historians, including the work of 11 local artists.
Exhibition on view through June 30,
2012. Art Viewing Hours: Monday –
Friday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
INFORMATION: Margaret Danielak,
Curator; Margaret.danielak@gmail.com
626/683-9922; www.DanielakArt.com.
n SEGIL FINE ART 2012 Summer Show,
“The Farmer’s Market — from Field to
Farm, Market to Table” is open for entries.
Exhibition dates are June 23 through
August 18, 2012, with a wine and hors
d’oeuvres reception for artists on
Saturday, June 23, 5 p.m.-7p.m.
Original works of art, new or created within the past year and all media will
be accepted for consideration.
Entry deadline for submitted images is
Friday, May 18, 2012. Information: segilfineart.com or (626) 358-5563.
n Did you know that the Gene Autry
Museum is free every second Tuesday of
the month?
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VHAA Small-Image Show award winners
BEST OF SHOW

NON-OBJECTIVE

FIRST PLACE
Julie Crouch
Oasis

Karen Carter
Marcy

Second Place

Sandy Rooney

Third Place

Joan Whitmore

Wind Surfer Trails
Collage
Ocean
Acrylic

PHOTOGRAPY
REALISTIC
First Place
Bob Ruby
Beauty Shop Inside

FIRST PLACE
Devorah
Friedman
Rainy Day
Award
Second Place
Award
Second Place
Third Place
Hon. Mention
Hon. Mention
Hon. Mention

Artist
Cherrie O’Hagan
Devorah Friedman
Cherrie O’Hagan
Dolly Kelly
Sandy Rooney

Name of Picture
Strawberry Fields
Still Life with Pot
Fall Harvest
Bone Jour
Through the Trees

Artist
Ron Dierer

Name of Picture
Clouds

NOTE: These and all the art in this show will continue to be
on display in the Pasadena Library until April 30. They will be
returned to you at the May meeting. If you cannot be there,
please arrange with a friend to pick up your work.

Rick Rotante to present “Universal Principles of Art” workshop on June 2 at Citibank Montrose
WHAT: Daylong workshop on the
“Universal Principles of Art.” The workshop is designed for beginners as well
as intermediate and advanced artists.
WHEN: June 2, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
WHERE: Citibank Community Room
2350 Honolulu Avenue
La Crescenta-Montrose, CA 91020
COST: $50 for members; $65 for nonmembers. Price includes coffee, tea and
snacks. Please bring your own lunch or

plan on going out to a restaurant.
DETAILS: Rick will bring a still-life
setup and a landscape photo and will
show a sequenced portrait setup.
Painters will be asked to choose one of
those setups. Painters can work in any
medium they wish.
Rick will do a short demo on all
three genres, showing how to organize
your piece step by step, allowing a
working method that is easy to under-

stand and execute no matter where you
are creatively.
Rich’s universal principles are
movement/rhythm, emphasis/proportion, harmony/unity, balance, contrast
and color. His Do’s and Don’t’s are formulated to make the artist think about
creating work that is individual.
INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER:
Contact Sheri Garwood: 818/445-8931;
shereeamore@yahoo.com

Thoughts on composition in juried show entries
By Robert Genn
© Copyright, 2012
Last night, while on jury duty, my fellow juror and I agreed the most common fault seen among entries was in
composition. Well drawn, well rendered
and well coloured — all came to naught
when the composition had significant
faults. I’ve often written about what an
artist should do. In this letter I’m giving
six common pitfalls. Last night we
noticed them all.
n WEAK FOREGROUND. The foreground
appears as an afterthought. Wishy-washy,
unresolved or inconsequential — it fails
to set the subject onto a reasonable
ground or to lead the eye to what the
artist would have us see. Even in abstract
or mystical work, a foreground needs to
be implied and understood as a vital
contributor to the whole.
n HOMEOSTATIC CONDITIONS. Homeostasis means equidistant lineups of trees,
rocks, blocks of colour, or other patterns that are too mechanical or regular.
It includes trees growing out of the tops
of people’s heads. While sometimes seen
in nature, homeostasis is a natural
human tendency — a subconscious
reordering and regularizing within the
brain. “Even in front of nature one must
compose,” said Edgar Degas.
n AMORPHOUS DESIGN. The general
design lacks conviction. A woolly, lopsided or wandering pattern makes for a

VERDUGO HILLS ART ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 8059, La Crescenta, CA 91224-0059
www.verdugoarts.com

weak one. Often, the work has unresolved areas and lacks cohesiveness and
unity. “Everything that is placed within
the enclosing borders of the picture rectangle relates in some way to everything
else that is already there. Some attribute
must be shared between all of them.”
(Ted Smuskiewicz)
n LACK OF FLOW. Rather than circulating
the eye from one delight to another, the
work blocks, peters out and invites you
to look somewhere else. “Composition,”
said Robert Henri, “is controlling the eye
of the observer.” Effective compositions
often contain planned activation (spots
like stepping stones that take you
around), and serpentinity (curves that
beguile and take you in.)
n TOO MUCH GOING ON. Overly busy
works tire the eye, induce boredom and
make it difficult to find a centre of interest or focus. Less is often more. “Take
something out,” said the American
painter and illustrator Harvey Dunn.
n DEFEATED BY SIZE. Effective small
paintings often work well because they
are simple and limited in scope. But
when artists make larger paintings they
often lose control of the basic idea and
what is ironically called “the big picture.” “The larger the area to be painted,” says Alfred Muma, “the harder it is
to have a good composition.”
PS: “A well-composed painting is
half done.” (Pierre Bonnard)
DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE PROCESS IMMEDIATELY

Chau wins Artist of the
Month award in April

“Spring fever” must be the reason that
paint brushes were shelved in April as
our “Artist of the Month” entries were
few. However, we did get to enjoy the
paintings that were entered.
This month’s winner, TK Chau, awed
us with his beautiful watercolor entitled
“Still Life.” Congratulations TK on your
First Place win!
Okay, members, May is your last
chance for this year’s competition for
Artist of the Month. In June, we will be
voting for Artist of the Year!!! See you in
May!
— Mary Hoehn, Chairman,
Artist of the Month
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Nine vie for “Artist of the Year” at June meeting
he June meeting will be the last
before a two-month summer break.
At this meeting:
n We want every member and guest to
vote for the “Artist of the Year.” We will
present the winner to the membership in
the meeting.
n We will be voting for and installing our
2012-2013 board.
n The winners of the Spring Show will
receive their awards.
n New members are invited to introduce
themselves and display some of their
work.
n Our 2012 scholarship winner will be
announced — she will be introduced at
the June board meeting.

T

Sandra Rooney (Sept.)

Devorah Friedman (Oct.)

Ken Johnson (Nov.)

Marilyn Pepper (Dec.)

Peterfield Turpin (Jan.)

Jeannine Windoffer (Feb.)

Gloria G. Clark (March)

TK Chau (April)

Roland Clark(May)

IMPORTANT DATES TO
REMEMBER
n JUNE 2: VHAA Workshop at
Citibank in Montrose. Rick Rotante
will be the demonstrator. See page 3.
n SEPT. 7: VHAA monthly meeting
with Brenda Swenson.
n SEPT. 29-30: Brenda Swenson
two-day workshop. Topic: Negative
Paint with Watercolors. Cost will be
$150 for members and $165 for nonmembers. Details on page 4.

NEXT ART ASSOCIATION MEETING
Friday, June 1, 2011• 7:00 P.M.
La Cañada Community Center
4469 Chevy Chase Dr., La Cañada

NEXT BOARD MEETING
Monday, June 4, 2011 • 6:00 p.m.
at the home of Sue Peacock
502 Story Place; Alhambra

2011-2012 OFFICERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS
2011-2012 Officers
PRESIDENT ......................................NIKKI THOMAS
323/257-3817
nikkithomas1@gmail.com
1ST VICE PRESIDENT ...........................LILIANE JORIS
818/913-6510
Lilianejoris@yahoo.com
2ND VICE PRESIDENT .............KIMBERLY ANN TALBERT
kimberly_ann@verizon.net
RECORDING SECRETARY ...............SUZANNE BITTERMAN
818/249-5684
sbitte8670@aol.com
CORRESPONDING SEC. .......................KAREN CARTER
818/248-6551
hiswork@earthlink.net
TREASURER ............................................BOB RUBY
818/249-5053
rubyrobert@charter.net
AUDITOR ....................................MARY JANE KLUNE
818/790-1270
maryjaneklune@yahoo.com
PARLIAMENTARIAN ......................SUZANNE BITTERMAN
818/249-5684
sbitte8670@aol.com

2011-2012 Committee Chairs
ARTIST OF THE MONTH ........................MARY HOEHN
818/790-3134
lablvrmary@sbcglobal.net
EXHIBITION .....................................SANDY ROONEY
818/249-9006
sandrakrooney@yahoo.com
HOSPITALITY ...............................CHERRIE O’HAGAN
818/864-6288
ohagans@charter.net
HARUKO FUKUMORI
818/790-0801
harukosan@earthlink.net
HISTORIAN ..................................JEANNE BERGERON
818/507-8122
redhed9999@netzero.com
MEMBER AT LARGE ....................APRIL DREW FOSTER
818/952-0212
aprildrewfoster@laig.com
MEMBERSHIP ...............................MARY JANE KLUNE
818/790-1270
maryjaneklune@yahoo.com
NEWSLETTER ......................................SUE PEACOCK
626/282-2852
sue-p@pacbell.net
PUBLICITY .........................................LIZ PERRIGUE
818/522-4844
elizperri@aol.com
SCHOLARSHIP ................................GLORIA G. CLARK
818/507-7899
hwandgclark@sbcglobal.net
VIDEO LIBRARIAN ..........................ARMIDA SCHNEIR
323/254-0493
martarmida@sbcglobal.net
WORKSHOP....................................SHERI GARWOOD
818/445-8931
shereeamore@yahoo.com
WEBMASTER ..................................FRANK DE LUCIA
818/399-3904
fdelucia@me.com

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
his has been a wonderful year for learning different
techniques from our demonstrators. One of the
watercolorists was Richard Martinez, whose colorful and enthusiastic demonstration drew us all in to
his work style. Julie Snyder created her realistic oil
portrait with various colors. The famous Chris Van
Winkle demonstrated at our meeting in December
and had a plein-air workshop the next day. Chris
demonstrated his versatility when nature changed her
mind and we had to paint indoors. The next portrait
painter was Ted Nuttal who bedazzled us with his
Nikki Thomas
watercolor, and those of us who took notes created an
President
exciting list of tidbits. You remember Danielle
Eubank, who took us on a 600 BC Phoenician vessel from the Mediterranean
through the Suez Canal and around Africa. What a show that was! Her paintings were
of the water that surrounded the vessel. Fealing Lin chose to paint a landscape in
watercolor and our very own Trish Kertes demonstrated her landscape in oil. What
exciting and creative people we watched and learned from this year.
I want to thank and honor all of those who served as officers and committee
chairs during the 2011-2012 season. They have worked very hard to make this
association the best that it can be and you should all appreciate the hours they
have expended in their various jobs. I also want to thank those who have agreed
to serve for the upcoming term. We are still looking for a 1st Vice
President/Program Chair — if you’re willing to serve, please let me know. At the
June meeting we will be voting and installing our new officers; Frank De Lucia will
host the installation.
Our 2012 Scholarship winner, Kathleen Sanders, will not be showing us her
portfolio in June because the night we had planned was the same night as her Prom.
I remember as a Senior in High School how important the Prom was to me, and I
didn’t have the heart to ask Kathleen to come to our program first. I have asked
Kathleen to be at our June board meeting where we will tape her talking about her
journey and her portfolio. The tape then will be shown at one of our meetings.
The part I enjoy the most about the June meeting is when our new members
introduce themselves and show us a few samples of their work. The Artist of the
Year is exciting to me because I get to see all of the paintings from the last nine
months together. What do I like about this one, and that one? How to choose? And
then our Spring Show had 64 paintings entered and tonight we announce the winners and give out the prizes. If you haven’t seen the show yet, you will be amazed
at the wonderful paintings.
As one of my Mother's Day gifts, I spent the day at the Mid Valley Arts League
“Masters in the Park.” We had the chance to get up really close and watch our special artists work their magic. I remember when Tom Fong, Chris Van Winkle, Julie
Snyder, Richard Scott and Joseph Stoddard have come to our meetings over the
years, and Saturday I was able to talk with them in person. The day was a fantastic treat for me.
As a reminder we do not meet in July and August, but will continue with our
meetings and demonstrations on Friday, Sept. 7 with Brenda Swenson. See you at
the June meeting and have a wonderful summer!

T

VHAA NEWS
Election and installation of
2012-2013 board membrers
set for June meeting
The following people have been nominated for the 2012-2013 VHAA Board of
Directors:
OFFICERS
President— Nikki Thomas
1st VP — Open
2nd VP — Kimberly Ann Talbert
Recording Secretary —
Suzanne Bitterman
Corresponding Secretary —
Karen Carter
Treasurer — Grant Wood
Auditor — Mary Jane Klune
Parlimentarian — Suzanne Bitterman
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Artist of the Month — Linda Tindell
Hospitality — Vanessa Lo and
Paulette Lay
Historian — Jeanne Bergeron
Member-at-Large — April Drew Foster
Membership — Mary Jane Klune
Newsletter — Sue Peacock
Publicity — Liz Perrigue
Scholarship — Gloria G. Clark
Video Librarian — Cherrie O’Hagan
Workshop — Lucille De Thomas
Web Master — Frank de Lucia
As you can see, we still need someone to fill the position of 1st Vice
President. This person arranges for the
demonstrators for each month.
We already have someone for
September and June is a non-demonstrator meeting, so there are just eight programs to plan. We would like you to
enjoy the same high standard of exciting
artist presenters you have experienced in
the past so we need your help.
Please volunteer by talking with
Mary Jane Klune at the Friday meeting or
call or email her (818/790-1270 or
maryjaneklune@yahoo.com). thank you.

Rick Rotante to present “Universal Principles of Art”
workshop on June 2 at Citibank Montrose
WHAT: Daylong workshop on the
“Universal Principles of Art.” The
workshop is designed for beginners as
well as intermediate and advanced
artists.
WHEN: June 2, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
WHERE: Citibank Community Room
2350 Honolulu Avenue
La Crescenta-Montrose, CA 91020
COST: $50 for members; $65 for nonmembers. Price includes coffee, tea
and snacks. Please bring your own
lunch or plan on going out to a
restaurant.
DETAILS: Rick will bring a still-life
setup and a landscape photo and will
show a sequenced portrait setup.
Painters will be asked to choose one of
those setups. Painters can work in any
medium they wish.
Rick will do a short demo on all
three genres, showing how to organize
your piece step by step, allowing a
working method that is easy to understand and execute no matter where
you are creatively.
ABOUT RICK ROTANTE
Rich’s universal principles are
movement/rhythm, emphasis/proportion, harmony/unity, balance, contrast
and color. His Do’s and Don’t’s are
formulated to make the artist think
about creating work that is individual.

2012-2013 dues are now due
I would like to remind you that your
yearly dues are due in June. If you joined
in April of 2012, you are not expected to
pay dues until June 2013. For the rest of
us, dues are $35.00 a year for one person and $50.00 per couple.
I will be at the June meeting if you
want to pay then or you may mail a
check to Mary Jane Klune, 4905 Carmel
Rd., La Canada Ca. 91011. Per the minutes of Sept. 5, 2011 board meeting,
members will be notified they are no

“It takes a very long time to realize your true calling, “says Rick.
“Fame and money at first are the icons
that motivate. As time passes and
maturity sets in, one realizes these
things are fleeting and generally not
what makes you who you are.
“An artist paints to leave a mark
on the world, to say something about
what he has seen and believes the
world is or can be. Many go unsung
but their work prevails for future generations and hopefully they too see
what the artist saw. I hope to leave a
body of work that will make others
happy, make others think on their own
life.”
An artist of 40 years experience,
he has sold and exhibited in New York
City and California. Taught at New
York University, Glendale College Adult
program. He is currently teaching
painting, drawing at “Art Classes of
Pasadena” (formally Sinaloa Studios)
in Pasadena. His work can be found in
several private collections, and he has
a new book out, There Are No Flesh
Tones.
INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER:
Contact Sheri Garwood: 818/4458931;
shereeamore@yahoo.com

longer eligible for membership rights if
dues are not paid by Sept. 15; a $5 late
fee will be charged after Oct. 1.
The membership dues are our main
source of income, out of which we pay
demonstrating Artists, rent for our beautiful meeting facility, insurance, new
equipment, refreshments for meetings,
and multiple small expenses, so please
give us your support as soon as you can
so we can continue to provide a quality
art club. Thank you.
— Mary Jane Klune

VHAA NEWS
Upcoming VHAA workshops
n VHAA’s last workshop of the season
will be June 2 at Citibank in Montrose.
RICK ROTANTE (rickrotantefineart.com)
is the artist. See page 3 for details.
n Save the dates for a TWO DAY
WORKSHOP WITH BRENDA SWENSON on Saturday, September 29 and
Sunday, September 30. She will be teaching “Negative Painting with Watercolors.”
Cost will be $150 for members and
$165 for non members. This is an
exceptionally good price for a workshop
with her. Start saving your money now so
you can attend.
Brenda Swenson is the artist-author
of two books, Keeping a Watercolor
Sketchbook (Award of Excellence
Finalist) and Steps to Success in
Watercolor. Her paintings and sketches
have been featured in Splash 11, Splash
12, Artistic Touch 4, Watercolor
Magazine, Watercolor Highlights, and
numerous other publications.
Brenda has been awarded signature
membership in WW and NWWS and she
has won numerous awards for her paintings. An active participant in the arts
community she has served on the board
of directors for the National Watercolor
Society and Watercolor West. She is in
demand to demonstrate and teach her
painting and sketching techniques to
groups nationwide and abroad.
www.SwensonsArt.net
For information on the workshop,
contact Sandy Rooney (818/249-9006).

Ron Dietel photography exhibit showing in La Cañada
VHAA member Ron Dietel, first-place
winner in the recent VHAA Spring
Show, is exhibiting his photographs at
Penelope’s Cafe Books & Gallery in La
Cañada during May and June 2012.
Penelope’s Cafe Books and Gallery
is located at 1029 Foothill Blvd, La
Cañada. It is open Tuesday-Saturday, 8
a.m. to 3 p.m.
In this special Penelope’s exhibit,
Dietel printed each of the black and
white photographs by hand, using traditional darkroom methods.
Many of the images are from the
local area including Descanso
Gardens. Among the images is his
color photograph, “San Gabriel
Mountains, View From La Cañada,”
which received a first place award in
the recent Community Art Show sponsored by the San Gabriel Mountains
Forever Coalition. (Ron’s winning
photo for the VHAA Spring Show is
part of the show exhibit at the La
Cañada Library in June.)
As he has done many times in the
past, Dietel is donating his proceeds
from sales in this exhibit to the La
Cañada Flintridge Educational
Foundation, supporting local schools.

ON THE PALETTE

n Summer classes: McGroarty Arts
Center is taking registrations now for
classes that start the week of July 7th.
Other VHAA news
They now also have Saturday workshops
n During our hiatus, remember us
that can be checked out at their website
please. If you are cleaning out your
garage or studio please save and donate mcgroartyartscenter.org
n The GAA Spring Salon at Citibank
items for the raffle and sales table.
Thanks for everyone's donations this Silverlake includes works of several of
our members, and has MUCH to see
year. We have been quite successful in
(over 300 paintings!) 2450 Glendale
our fund raising efforts.
— Kimberly-Ann Talbert Blvd., Los Angeles. Information:
818/399-8481
n Video check-out for the summer gives
you two months for the price of one. There
are several new DVDs in. Ask Armida.

“Girl in the Oaks” by Ron Dietel.
Working in the communications
industry for more than 25 years, Dietel
has produced and directed a series of
award-winning documentary films and
video programs while studying photography with a broad number of
exceptional photographers, including
Kim Weston, grandson of Edward
Weston.
A frequent writer, Dietel is the
author of two books, The Perfect Test,
published in 2011 by Sense Publishers
and Nine Sure Ways to Help Your
Child Succeed in School, published in
2006 by Wiley-Jossey Bass. Dietel’s
photography may be found at
rondietelphotography.wordpress.com.
For more exhibit information, call
818/790-4386.

n THE 4th of July Gas Station
Installation open for artists
The Gas Station Installation is being
created to celebrate the 4th of July and
consists of short patriotic quotations with
individual words created by various artists.
Participants are needed and welcomed to letter one word on an 18 x 24
panel which will be provided. Participants can draw, write, cut or otherwise
create the word on the panel. The panels
will be assembled into quotations.
The exhibit will hang for 60 days at
the Adams Square Mini-Park Gas Station
in Glendale, a historic landmark gas station that has been restored for city events.
Information: Michael Sheehan:
818/244 9939

SPRING FLING AWARDS 2012
BEST OF SHOW

HONORS

Lee Sanderson
“Kitharsis”

FIRST PLACE
Cherrie O’Hagan
“5 O’Clock
Shadows”

Award
Second Place
Third Place
Hon. Mention
Hon. Mention
OPEN

Artist
Dorothy Shepherd
Sandy Rooney
Sheri Garwood
Sandy Rooney

NON-REPRESENTATIONAL

FIRST PLACE
Julie Crouch
“Enter at Your Own
Risk”

Award
Second Place
Third Place
Hon. Mention
Hon. Mention

Name of Picture
Mountain Mist #2
Runoff
Mystery
Rocky Springs

Artist
Haruko Fukumori
Haruko Fukumori
Julie Crouch
Grant Wood

Name of Picture
At Lacock Alley
Lucy 1956
Fighting Gravity
Summer Valley

PREMIERE

First Place
Julie Crouch
Mulholland to PCH

Award
Second Place

Artist
Joyce Peterson

Name of Picture
Emerging Protea

PHOTOGRAPHY

First Place
Ron Dietel
“Rainbow Falls”

FIRST PLACE
Manon Washburn
Bouquet
Award
Second Place

Artist
Dolly Kelly

Name of Picture
Undercarriage

Kathleen Sanders wins VHAA
scholarship award

Kathleen Sanders, a senior at La
Crescenta Valley High School, is VHAA’s
2011-2012 scholarship winner.
Kathleen paints in Acrylic and also
loves to draw. “The first time I picked up
a paint brush was when I was 2 years old
and I have been painting ever since,” says
Kathleen.
With the support of friends and family
her artwork seems to grow and her current art teacher, Ms Sarah Wiggins, has
inspired her so much. “Ms Wiggins is
amazingly talented and she has pushed
me to be the best that I can be,” says
Kathleen.
She would like to go to Art Center in
Pasadena to improve her skills as an
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Three win Artist of the Month awards in May

For our final month's competition for Artist of the Month, we had an amazing showing of
our artists' work! CONGRATULATIONS to Roland Clark for securing First Place for his watercolor painting "Yesteryear." Our Second Place winner is Grant Wood for his watercolor
"Where the Troll Lives," and Armida Schneir won Third Place for her watercolor "Trader
Joe's Flowers."
At our June 1st meeting, we will be voting on our nine First Place artists for ARTIST of
the YEAR. Sandra Rooney, Devorah Friedman, Ken Johnson, Marilyn Pepper, Peterfield Turpin,
Jeanne Windoffer, Gloria G. Clark, TK Chau and Roland Clark will be in competition.
On June 2nd, our Artist of the Year will be honored along with the First, Second and
Third Place winners by having their art displayed at the La Cananda Library for the month
of June. Congratulations to each one of you for sharing your art with all of us.
— Mary Hoehn, Chairman, Artist of the Month
artist, where she wants to explore many
styles of art and see which is right for her.
Says Kathleen, “Eventually I would like to
become an art teacher at a high school
and be able to teach beginning classes as
well as the most advanced classes. I want
to be able to inspire my students as much

DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE PROCESS IMMEDIATELY

as my art teacher has inspired me.”
Kathleen is unable to attend the June
membership meeting but we hope to be
able to present a tape of her talking about
her journey and her portfolio.
— Nikki Thomas

