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Jay Ewing to demonstrate at September VHAA meeting
Jay Ewing is a Pasadena-based artist who paints in both oil and watercolor. He particularly enjoys
painting landscapes, seascapes, harbors, boats, and rural scenes. Jay is also a very active teacher.
In addition to his recent workshop for VHAA, Jay teaches watercolor at Creative Arts in Sierra Madre,
and at Descanso Gardens in La Canada.
At our meeting on September 6 Jay will do a
landscape watercolor painting demonstration.
The
scene, which will include buildings and reflections, will
be from Venice (Italy, not California). Jay particularly
enjoys painting scenes from Venice, having spent 11
days painting there a few years ago. In his demo, Jay
plans to concentrate on creating a strong shadow side
to the scene, as well as a contrasting light side.

Jay, in Venice, preparing for demonstration

Though Jay normally creates rather small paintings, he
plans to make it fairly large for the demonstration. As
Jay says, “I'll probably be a little out of my "comfort
zone" doing something larger. Maybe it'll be a good
experience!”
Check his site: http://jayewing.com

The President's Letter
Hello fellow VHAA members. I am looking forward to an exciting year as your new
President. We have a fabulous team of Board Members. Some are from last year,
some are new. I welcome that combination as it will bring new ideas, but will also
make sure that we don't wander too far off track. Also, please know that I welcome
any and all suggestions you may have. I plan on having an "Idea Box" available at
each meeting. I encourage you to offer suggestions of topics for future Newsletter
articles, ideas for future demonstrators, and even offers to write or demonstrate.
Further, I encourage you to use the suggestion box to share information about
yourselves - important anniversaries and shows, for example. This box is for you to
tell us about you. So please share. I will read your suggestions, ideas, and news
after each meeting and see what we can do.
Linda Tindell, President

I had a great summer visiting friends in Nashville TN. I hope you had a great
summer too. Just to let you know, as you may have already learned, the meetings are back to the First Friday
of the month, for all of the meetings September 2013, thru June 2014. See you in September !
2013 - 2014 Meeting dates: Sept 6, Oct 4, Nov 1, Dec 6, Jan 3, Feb 7, Mar 7, Apr 4, May 2, Jun 6
Next Board Meeting: Monday, August 19 at 7:00 PM at Susan Chesney's house

2013 - 2014 Officers and Committee
Chairs
PRESIDENT…Linda Tindell
714-654-9391
theranchwife@aol.com
1ST VICE PRESIDENT…Sheram Massehian
818-247-8310
Massehian@yahoo.com
2ND VICE PRESIDENT…Kimberly-Ann Talbert
kimberly_ann@verizon.net
RECORDING SECRETARY…Suzanne Bitterman
818-249-5684
sbitte8670@aol.com
CORRESPONDING SEC.…Susan Chesney
818-246-4345
zsazsa120@hotmail.com
TREASURER…Nikki Thomas
323-257-3817
nikkithomas1@gmail.com
AUDITOR…Mary Jane Klune
818-790-1270
maryjaneklune@yahoo.com
PARLIAMENTARIAN…Suzanne Bitterman
818-249-5684
sbitte8670@aol.com
ARTIST OF THE MONTH…April Drew Foster
818-952-0212
aprildrewfoster@laig.com
EXHIBIT…Sandy Rooney
818-249-9006
artistrooney@gmail.com

Worldʼs Largest Street
Painting Festival
by Dave Crandon
Imagine a group of artists hard at work, perhaps spread
out across a countryside painting landscapes, perhaps
sitting in a circle sketching a model. They work quietly
and intently, and usually complete their work within a pe‐
riod of a few hours. And when they are done they might
sell their work, or add it to their portfolios.
Now imagine a group of artists densely packed into the
walkways of a shopping mall, surrounded by a steady
stream of thousands of observers, creating pastel paint‐
ings on the concrete. They bake in the 80-90 degree
heat, completing their work over 2-3 days. Welcome to
the annual Father's Day weekend Chalk Fest at the
Paseo in Pasadena.
Go to the event next year and you are almost certain to
find our own Jen Swain, covered in chalk dust, her fin‐
gers blistered from rubbing pastel into the concrete tooth,
and hot in the competition for best painting. This year
Jen was commissioned by the Tournament of Roses to
create the 6' x 7' painting shown below.

HOSPITALITY…Paulette Lay
818-248-2315
lay0643@sbcglobal.net
HISTORIAN…Jeanne Bergeron
818-507-8122
redhead9999@netzero.com
MEMBER-AT-LARGE…Sue Peacock
626-282-2852
sue-p@pacbell.net
MEMBERSHIP…Marie Castellano
626-799-9700
mpcastellano@earthlink.net
NEWSLETTER…David Crandon
818-952-6630
dave_vhaa@yahoo.com
PUBLICITY…Jennifer Swain
818-429-6906
jen@getdigitalorange.com
SCHOLARSHIP…Gloria Clark
818-507-7899
hwandgclark@sbcglobal.net
VIDEO LIBRARIAN…Cherrie O'Hagan
818-864-6288
ohagans@charter.net
WORKSH0P…Jeannie Windoffer
818-240-2104
jwindoffer@sbcglobal.net
WEB MASTER…Frank de Lucia
818-293-0013
fdelucia@me.com

Over the past six years she has received an award for
Best Painting in Animation Alley, has been sponsored by
Jet Blue and Cirque du Soleil, and has even had her
work used for subsequent year promotional posters and
t-shirts.
And, a few days after the weekend's work, a cleaning
crew erases all signs of the event.

An Exhibition at the
Lanterman House
by Susan Chesney

On a balmy Sunday in late May, the Verdugo Hills
Art Association had the privilege of exhibiting our
work at the Lanterman House's parking lot. The
Lanterman House was having a special musical
event, and Kimberly Ann Talbert arranged for us to
have the opportunity to join in the festivities. Thank
you, Kimberly Ann, for your help with the Lanter‐
man Show!
Having never shown my work at a similar venue, I
was unaware of the various ways that many of our
members display their work outdoors. For example,
many of us protect ourselves and our paintings
from the sun by bringing small tents and umbrellas.
The tents make inviting booths that showcase our
artists' paintings to their best advantage. The um‐
brellas shield the artists from the sun, keeping them
comfortable and happy as they interact with poten‐
tial art lovers who stroll past their paintings and oth‐
er works of art. VHAA members also have inge‐
nious methods for displaying art on easels, punch‐
board screens with small metal hooks, and vintage
metal screens. Some of our artists told me that their
husbands made the screens and easels. One of
our artists, Mary Jane Klune told me that she inher‐

Mary Jane Klune

Karen Horn

ited her trifold white mesh screen from an artist
friend. Mary Jane is so fortunate to have that
screen - it was charming and vintage and so stur‐
dy-looking. But it looked like it was easy to fold up
and store in the back of her car.
I set up my paintings on flimsy metal easels ( I
only had two of them). I was informed by another
VHAA member to watch out for the wind! When
the wind blows, easels can fall over and art can
end up on the ground. Good tip! A couple of times,
during a strong breeze, I reached out and grabbed
my easels to keep them from falling over. The
most windproof displays are sturdy easels and/or
thick wooden screens sheltered by tents. It is a
good idea to arrive early to an outdoor venue and
set up art next to some tall, thick bushes. They
provide a good windbreak.
Some of our women artists were decked out in
pretty white dresses which looked lovely along
with the fancy dresses and suits that the singers
and musicians wore to the Lanterman event. I
have to say, what with the beautiful art so profes‐
sionally displayed, the proud and happy VHAA
artists dressed in their Sunday best, and the re‐
freshments provided by Kimberly Anne, we VHAA
artists were an amazing bunch at the Lanterman
House that Sunday! The icing on the cake was
that T. K. Chau came up to me after a while and
told me that a lady bought one of his paintings! He
was so happy, and rightfully so!

Dues Due
by Marie Castellano
“The time has come”, the walrus said, “to talk of many
things”. The summer months bring many joys, and one of
them is time to turn our thoughts to artistic expression.
Our past year in Verdugo Hills Art Association has provided
multiple opportunities for inspiration.
So many quality
artists have shared their insights with us through demon‐
strations each month and in workshops. The videos have
had a brisk turnover as members gained motivation from
them. Last meeting we had such a wonderful time learning

Items of Note

about and encouraging each other. We were also wowed by
the work done by our scholarship recipient.
Donʼt let these opportunities pass you by! The time has come
for our annual dues to be paid. Pay $35 before the next
meeting, September 6, and you will save $5! After Septem‐
ber 6 dues will be $40. It's easy to do. Just send a check
made out to Verdugo Hills Art Association to Membership
Chair, Marie Castellano, 1000 Stratford Ave., South Pasade‐
na, CA, 91030. Do it now!
This is SO much value for the money. The time is NOW.

Future Opportunity?

Registration for April Foster's watercolor and drawing Jennifer Swain, our publicity officer, has suggested the
classes at the Highland Park Senior Center is on idea of having VHAA members set up a booth at future
September 3, from 11:30 - 1:30, at 6152 N. Figueroa. Montrose Art Walks, both to exhibit and sell member
work and to attract new members. For a relatively
The Montrose Art Walk is having a juried art show on nominal fee we could accomodate several members in
Sept 21, with the theme "New Perspectives of the a double-sized space.
Unordinary." The submission deadline is September
13, and artwork will be displayed at White's Gallery The next opportunity to do this is in mid-November. If
through Sept 22.
F o r d e t a i l s , v i s i t you are interested, please contact Dave Crandon.
montroseartwalk.com.
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Susan Chesney to demonstrate at our October Meeting
Susan is a Glendale-based watercolor artist with a truly
distinctive style. Combining a chaos of color with distinctive
brushwork, Susan creates whimsical scenes that tell fabulous
stories. Recently she has branched out and has taken her style
to plein air painting at Descanso Gardens and John Muir
Woods.
Susan is an emerging artist in Los Angeles. Not only did her
painting, “Two Girls Reading,” win the Best of Show award
at VHAA’s final juried exhibition last spring, she will also be
exhibiting as part of the Silver Lake Collective in October, at
the Keystone Gallery in
Los Angeles, along with
VHAA members Brenda
Welsh and Lana Blades.
Susan Chesney at Lanterman House event
She also has paintings on
exhibition at the Aarnun Gallery in Pasadena. You can view a selection of Susan’s
work on Facebook, at https://www.facebook.com/chukasusan.chesney.
Susan will demonstrate her unique approach at our meeting on October 4. She will
start with a blank piece of paper and an idea and will show us how she gets started on
her work. To demonstrate how her paintings evolve, she will switch to a painting that
is about half done and show how her work progresses toward completion. Finally,
she will conclude her demonstration by working on the final steps on a third painting,
applying pastel over the watercolor and gluing pieces of rice paper onto her painting.
Two Girls Reading

News and Notes
Diane Bernstein has become, in addition to a watercolor
artist, a coach for kids with special needs, helping them
use art to build skills and confidence. Her son, Jeremy,
makes jewelry, and has received awards and recognition
for his work. You can watch a fascinating video at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BH4ISVOD_do
VHAA member Jay Ewing and Jim Burns, who will be

the juror at our November exhibition, are teaching
classes this fall at the Creative Arts Group, in Sierra
Madre. You can check the schedule at:
http://www.creativeartsgroup.org/adults.htm
Brenda Swenson, a noted watercolorist who has led
some well-received workshops locally, has a session
planned in Montrose October 18-20. For information,
contact Brenda at SwensonsArt@gmail.com.

The President's Letter
It was such fun getting back to our monthly meetings.! Renewing old friendships, and
making new friends,!is always something I look forward to.! As I looked out over the
audience I was pleased to see that even though we had a change of dates for our
meetings, and the fact that it had been well into the 90's even at 7:00 pm, we had a
wonderful turnout.! That tells me that all of you were as excited to return as I was.
!
Here are some special "Thanks" from me to our fabulous new Board of Directors.
!
We have some wonderful shows planned for this year. ! Sandy Rooney, our ! Exhibition
Chairman,!has worked very hard to secure the locations and dates for these shows.! Be
Linda Tindell, President sure to check!the website and newsletters for current show information so that you have
plenty of time to prepare.! It is always fun to see the talent of our members up for display
to the public.! I encourage those of you who have never tried before, to try this year to enter at least one of the
shows.! It is so much fun!
!
In addition, Jeanne Windoffer, our Workshop Chairman, is hard at work preparing some exciting, hands-on
workshops.! Remember!that your friends are welcome to these workshops as well.!
!
Sheram!Massehian,!our!1st Vice President,!is putting together a fabulous group of demonstrations for our monthly
meetings.! If you have a suggestion for a demonstrator, or would enjoy doing a demonstration, he would love to
have that information, as it is always helpful to have extra possibilities.
!
Thanks to!our other Board Members as well.! They all worked very hard over the summer to make sure our first,
and future, meetings!will be a success.! I would like to especially thank our communications team consisting of
David Crandon for a wonderful new approach to our Newsletter, Frank de Lucia for his expertise handling our
Website, Susan Chesney as Corresponding Secretary, and Jen Swain taking care of all of our Publicity. ! This
communications team is a wonderful combination.
!
All of our other Board members worked equally hard to handle tasks such as Refreshments, Artist of the Month,
Treasury, Scholarship, Recording Secretarial duties, Video Library, Raffle Tickets and book sales, Auditor,
Membership, Historian duties, and Auditing. ! These are all essential behind the scenes parts of each and every
meeting.! I hope I didn't overlook anyone.
!
!I am grateful for the chance to be a part of this team, and I look forward to seeing all of you on the First Friday in
October!

VHAA Exhibitions
by Sandy Rooney

Keep on Painting, our first juried show, is set for
November. The juror will be Jim Burns, a noted
watercolorist and teacher, from Pasadena. Members
can submit three pieces of artwork, in all media. Please
refer to the rules in the member roster as far as frames,
sizes, and conditions. Remember, the more pieces
submitted, the more prizes we can give. Take in is at
the La Canada Library on Saturday, November 2,
between 8:30 and 10:00 am. Take out is Saturday,
November 30, between 8:30 and 10:00 am. If you
cannot be there for pickup on Thanksgiving weekend,

please make arrangements for a friend to pick up your
work.
The next show, which will be non-juried, is scheduled
for January. Take in will be Saturday, January 4 from
8:30 to 10:00 am. Take down will be Saturday, January
25, between 8:30 and 10:00 am.
Later exhibitions include a small image how at the
Pasadena Library in March or April, and a spring show
at the La Canada Library in May or June.

Member Profile - Joyce Peterson
by Dave Crandon
I called Joyce Peterson to propose the idea of writing a profile of her for our next
newsletter. She agreed immediately. And then the easy part was over. I suggested
that we meet some morning and, after agreeing, Joyce said, "But it cannot be
Monday. I go plein air painting every Monday morning with a friend. And Tuesdays
are out. I go to April's class, then have lunch and play canasta with friends at the
senior center. Wednesday isn't open, since that is seniors' day at the Laemmle
Theater. Thursday mornings are out, too. My son and I try out a different restaurant
for breakfast every Thursday. Friday morning will be OK, as long as we finish by
noon, since Friday is Grandma's day. I pick up three grandchildren from school and
take them to lunch on Fridays." Thank goodness I did not propose meeting on the
weekend, since two sons, with their families of 6 more grandchildren and 9 great
grandchildren were, most likely, awaiting attention. I was already exhausted.

Joyce Peterson

Joyce was born in Ojai, in 1930, and attended a one room school there. Life changed in 10th grade, when she contracted
TB. As a result, Joyce spent her teen years in a sanatorium in Ventura, during which time she launched a writing career,
publishing her first article in Seventeen Magazine. Returning home, she worked for a weekly paper, The Ojai, and later
with papers in Ventura and Hollywood, where she had a blind date with her future husband, Roy Peterson.
So how did she become an avid painter? It wasn't intentional. Fifty years ago, interested in adding creative writing to
her repertoire of skills, Joyce signed up for a class at the PCC Learning Center. But, when only one other prospective
student enrolled, the class was cancelled. Instead, she took her first art class - watercolor painting with Robert Uecker.
She was hooked. Other classes, workshops, and association memberships followed. And now, 50 years later, Joyce is
an avid watercolorist, focusing her work on landscapes. She says she can paint florals, but doesn't care much for the
idea since it brings to mind, for her, an image of "a little old lady, sitting in a rocking chair, embroidering something."
And she has tried painting people, but finds that they all look like Toulouse Lautrec.
In our hour and a half chat Joyce told so many stories, any one of which
could warrant an article on its own - plein air painting in the rain in Ireland,
helping the heater repair man select one of her paintings to take with him
after a visit, and working with her granddaughter on a big art project for
school. But what I came away with most strongly was how important her art
friendships have been for her. She paints with her friends, plays cards with
them, goes to movies with them, and has valued their support through two
bouts with cancer. Speaking of her cancer, she says she has learned that she
has to ignore it, and to continue to live life well. And her art, and art friends,
are central to that. As she said at the end of our talk, "I cannot stop painting.
I'm on a roll!"

Art Quotes

2013 - 2014 Key Contacts
President - Linda Tindell
714-654-9391 theranchwife@gmail.com
Demonstrations - Sheram Massehian
818-913-0144 omega2@earthlink.net
Artist of the Month - April Drew Foster
818-952-0212 aprildrewfoster@laig.com
Exhibitions - Sandy Rooney
818-249-9006 artistrooney@gmail.com
Membership - Marie Castellano
626-799-9700 mpcastellano@earthlink.net
Newsletter - Dave Crandon
818-952-6630 dave_vhaa@yahoo.com

An artist is not paid for his labor, but for his vision.

-

James Whistler

I must create a system or be enslaved by another
man's. I will not reason and compare.. my business
is to create.

- William Blake

Publicity - Jennifer Swain
818-429-6906 jen@getdigitalorange.com
Workshops - Jeanne Windoffer
818-240-2104 jwindoffer@sbcglobal.net
Web Master - Frank de Lucia
818-293-0013 fdelucia@me.com

Artists of the Month

1st Place - Jeanne Windoffer
Cat Harbor

At our September meeting, Jeanne Windoffer
was voted Artist of the Month for her playful
violet and yellow watercolor painting called
"Cat Harbor." Jeanne went to Catalina Island
with her quilting group and stayed on an
isthmus on the north side of the island. One
morning, she woke up and sat at her window,
painting the view of the ocean and sky. She
decided to paint the scene as a sunset even
though it was morning. She painted many
glazes overlapping each other to create a
dreamy, atmospheric image of clouds and
sunlight and dappled waves. We were so
fortunate that Jeanne was kind enough to bring
her lovely painting to our meeting so that we
could enjoy it, too. Congratulations to Jeanne
for her award!

2nd Place - Judy Apablaza
Mystic Koi

Congratulations also to Judy Apablaza, who won 2nd place for her wonderful painting, "Mystic Koi."
We all look forward each month to seeing the paintings brought for review, so don't forget to bring one of yours to the
next meeting! All entries — no matter the level of your skill or the choice of your medium — are welcome.
Remember it isn't about winning - it's about the love of Art.

Verdugo Hills Art Association, P.O. Box 8059
La Crescenta, CA 91224
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Alexandre Maroutian to demonstrate on November 1
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Alexandre in his studio in Glendale
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The President's Letter

Linda Tindell, President

What a fun time we had at our October meeting! ! We were treated to the unusual and
whimsical art of Susan Chesney, along with her commentary filled with charm and
humor.! She included explanations of how she comes up with some of her ideas and then
showed the process she goes thru to show depth of field using dots and lines of ever
smaller proportion as the image recedes.! It was almost a Picasso - Matisse combination of
wild color and flat dimension.
!
With that in mind, I would like to encourage others of you who feel you have an unusual
approach to art to consider putting together a demonstration for us.! It is always fun to see
the talents of our own members.! So if you would like to do a demo in the future - be sure
to let Sheram Massehian, our chairman in charge of demonstrations, or myself, know that
you would like to do a demo.!

November Exhibition

!
In the meantime keep on painting, and don't forget to bring a painting to enter for Artist of the Month whenever
possible.! We all enjoy seeing the work that is presented no matter what level of expertise, and the more entries the
more to enjoy, and the more to learn from.!
!
Have a Happy Halloween and I will see you in November! Speaking of which, if you are coming to see our exciting
demo at the November meeting, and can come early to help set up, we would appreciate your help.

November Exhibition
Keep on Painting, our first juried show, is set for
November.
The juror will be Jim Burns, a noted
watercolorist and teacher, from Pasadena. Members can
submit three pieces of artwork, in all media, at a cost of
$10 per piece. Please complete a copy of the entry form
(below) for each piece you submit. We will also have
plenty of entry forms at the library if you would like to
complete them when submitting.

Please refer to the rules in the member roster as far as
frames, sizes, and conditions. Remember, the more
pieces submitted, the more prizes we can give. Take
in is at the La Canada Library on Saturday, November
2, between 8:30 and 10:00 am. Take out is Saturday,
November 30, between 8:30 and 10:00 am. If you
cannot be there for pickup on Thanksgiving weekend,
please make arrangements for a friend to pick up your
work.

Member Profile - Suzanne Bitterman
by Dave Crandon
Suzanne paints every Friday morning at the All Saints Church in Highland
Park. When I found her there, she was sitting at a large table in a bright,
cavernous hall, along with three other painters at other tables. It was a hot
day in LA, and the air was being moved a bit by a very large and
reasonably loud fan.
She was working on a tree, painting a scene from the churchyard outside,
and was not happy with her work. She explained to me that she had lost
some of her technique when she took a three year hiatus from painting to
help care for her grandson. Now she was trying to recapture her skill, but
right then the painting was not looking the way she wanted.
As we talked, I looked at her art supplies. She had a nice selection of
paints and brushes, and a substantial storage box, twenty pounds worth of it,
that also served as her easel. Then I noticed something in her box that surprised me - a feather, a couple inches long,
and stained with pastel colors. I asked her why she had a feather, and was told that it can be a good tool for adding
interesting textures to her paint. That made sense.
Suzanne Bitterman

I asked, "But isn't that white spongy thing a Mr. Clean Magic Eraser? What is that for, cleaning up?" "Oh no," she
replied. "I use that to remove paint when needed." And, while I stared in horror, she used it to destroy, woops, erase,
part of the lawn around the tree she was painting.
She proceeded to explain a cut-in-half credit card (really good for scraping), salt (for lifting color, for example to help
paint foamy water), rough brushes (with which she splattered dark paint across the tree painting), a thing that looked
like a cross between a turkey baster and a syringe but with a curved tip, a dead leaf, and a couple of rocks (which were
not tools, as far as I could discern, but models). We stopped the archeological dig when I selected something that
neither of us could identify. Suzanne just laughed at that, and explained that she is "a great just-in-case person." She
was sure that someday, when she most needed something, she would find it in her box - even that thing that neither of
us could identify.
It was at this point that Suzanne described her surprising history with abstract painting. Several years ago a VHAA
friend had approached Suzanne asking for a favor. The friend wanted to enter an abstract painting into an exhibition,
but knew that VHAA would not award a prize for non-representational painting unless another painter were also to
submit work. Suzanne agreed to help; she would submit an abstract painting. From underneath her bed she pulled a
large sheet of paper on which she had experimented with abstraction, cut out two 8x10 pieces from the sheet, framed
them, and submitted them. The juror for that competition, who will remain unnamed but who Suzanne describes as
"kind of crazy," awarded one of Suzanne's paintings first place in the nonrepresentational category.
Skip forward several years to June 2013, and Suzanne decided to try abstraction again. She submitted two nonrepresentational pieces for the Association's small image show at the Pasadena Library. One of her paintings won Best
of Show. The painting that won wasn't the one that she favored, and it is not clear to her why the winner got scores of 3
in all areas, while the one she liked earned a 2 in composition. But still, a winner.
So now Suzanne has a dilemma. She still prefers working on landscapes. But, with two awards for her nonrepresentational work, she has been promoted from Open to Premier. Which means that the competition for awards in
future shows will be more challenging than ever before. Her challenge - to rebuild her technique and compete with
landscapes, or to figure out what characteristics are essential for a strong non-representational painting. Good luck
Suzanne!

Artists of the Month
Pepe Apablaza is the proud winner of our October
Artist of the Month award for his colorful painting
of zebras entitled "Rainbow Twins." Pepe decided
to paint zebras because of an assignment he was
given in April's art class. April gave an assignment
to the class to paint a painting with the theme of
stripes. Some people thought of painting flags or
awnings. Pepe decided to paint zebras. He got out
photographs he had taken of zebras at Hearst
Castle. He chose one and then exaggerated the color in the stripes of the zebras in his painting.

1st Place - Pepe Apablaza
Rainbow Twins

Pepe's wife Judy encouraged him to bring his zebra
painting to our October meeting. She told him he
would win first place, and she was correct!

2nd Place - Peter Turpin
Oh You Beautiful Doll

Congratulations also to Peter Turpin, who won 2nd place for his wonderful painting, "Oh You Beautiful Doll."

New
Members

Joan Gamberg
ceramics, silver, oil

Elin Lund Jensen
watercolor

Andrea W. Williams
watercolor

Karen Sill
Oil

Eleanor Swanson
Pastels, watercolor

M Dale Frazier
charcoal, pastels

Verdugo Hills Art Association, P.O. Box 8059
La Crescenta, CA 91224

2013 - 2014
Meeting dates:
Nov 1, Dec 6,
Jan 3, Feb 7,
Mar 7, Apr 4,
May 2, Jun 6
Next Board
meeting:
November 4
at Gloria's House

Newsletter
December 2013

Verdugo Hills Art Association, P.O. Box 8059, La Crescenta, CA 91224
www.verdugoarts.com Dave Crandon, Editor, dave_vhaa@yahoo.com

Beth Summers to demonstrate on December 6
Beth Summers is an extremely active plein air artist, painting at sites
around the world and conducting a busy schedule of workshops and
demonstrations.
In our December session, Beth will demonstrate her approach to oil
painting with a palette knife over collage. She will use the collage to
create a contoured base on which she will apply oil paints in fast,
heavy strokes using her palette knife. Beth particularly enjoys this
process because she can use it to create powerful oil paintings with
great depth, but much more rapidly and with less paint than working
directly on canvas with oils.
An associate member of California Art Club, Oil Painters of America,
Beth painting at Mammoth Lake
and San Fernando Valley art groups, Beth shows and
paints wherever she and her husband travel, both
domestically and internationally. From her show in the
Galapagos Islands, Astronomy magazine published her
painting of the solar eclipse that she viewed while there.
Beth has conducted demos and taught workshops around
Southern California, at universities, public schools, and art
groups, like the Glendale Art Association. Her works
have also been shown at a number of venues in both
Southern and Northern California.
To see a fabulous collection of her work, please visit her
web site bethsummersartist.blogspot.com/
Century Lake

Don't Miss This

The National Watercolor Society is holding its 93rd
Annual Open Exhibition in Sen Pedro, through
January 11, 2014. This exhibition, which is open to
the public, is being held at the Society's gallery at

915 South Pacific Avenue, in San Pedro, Thursdays through
Sundays, between 11 AM and 4 PM Also, through December
13, the Society is honoring its past presidents in an exhibition of
their paintings. You can find details, plus an on line catalogue
of the Annual Open Exhibition at the Society's web site:
nationalwatercolorsociety.wildapricot.org/

The President's Letter
Recently I had the honor of attending one of the most exciting events held in
Southern California.! It occurred to me that perhaps we could go as a "Field Trip"
next year, as it was so much fun.! It was the 15th annual Laguna Beach Plein Air
Painters Exhibition.! A most distinguised group, comprised of 40 of the Nation's top
Plein Air Artists, were invited to the gathering.! For one week, the Artists painted at
various locations in and around Laguna Beach, including Heisler Park, The
Montage Resort, Treasure Island Park, Laguna Canyon, and Aliso Creek Canyon.!
Most locations had fabulous views of the cliffs and beaches, others of the beautiful
canyons.! The public was invited to watch all week.
!
The event concluded with a $100.00 per person ! "Collectors Soiree" dinner on
Saturday, where 120 freshly painted pieces were offered for sale to collectors, plus
an awards ceremony. ! Best in Show ! was awarded ! a ! $5,000 prize, and ! Second
Linda Tindell, President
Place ! was awarded ! $2,500. ! Needless to say all 120 pieces ! were spectacular, and
most sold that evening.! Prices ranged from $1,000 to $10,000. !Finally, on Sunday,
more fresh paintings were put up and offered for viewing or sale to the public.! Everything was free to the public with
the exception of the Saturday night Soiree.
!
We have an opportunity to have the second place winner, Camille Przewodek, host an oil painting workshop for us!if
we have enough participation.! She has a special way of helping us to see color, and is famous for her technique.!
Unfortunately she cannot do ! just a Friday night Demo for us as she lives in Northern California. ! You can see her
beautiful work at www.Przewodek.com
!
Important
PLEASE E-MAIL ME at!TheRanchWife@gmail.com!IF YOU WOULD BE INTERESTED
IN HAVING ME INVITE HER FOR AN OIL PAINTING!WORKSHOP.!
Thanks to all for a fun-filled November. ! Have a great Thanksgiving Holiday. ! I look forward to seeing you in
December.

Exhibition News

The Fall Show take-out is scheduled for Saturday,
November 30, from 8:30 AM to 10:00 AM.
Our next exhibition is the Non-Juried Show in January
at the La Canada Library. Unlike our juried shows, this
is an exhibition in which you can enter any paintings or

New Members

photographs you like - new or old, and even artwork that
has been shown before! Our goal with this event is to
show off our best work and raise money for VHAA. So
please, show your work. You can bring three pieces to
take-in on Saturday, January 4, from 8:30 to 10:30.
Take-out will be on Saturday, January 25, from 8:30AM
to 10:00AM. The entry fee is $10 per piece.

Chara Bolton
Photography

Robert D Thomas
Photography
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VHAA's Fall Exhibition at the La Canada Library
On Saturday, November 2, members delivered fifty-seven
paintings and photographs to the La Canada Library for our
fall exhibition. Fifty-seven items, documented, arranged
for the jurying process, evaluated by Jim Burns, and hung
with labels and ribbons, all in an hour and a half.
Thanks to all VHAA members whose volunteer efforts
made this a success. Leona and Dave Sanderson, Paulette
Lay, Joyce Peterson, Sandy Rooney, Nikki Thomas, Linda
Tindell, Nancy Weeks and Charla Bolton put forth
tremendous effort, helping us finish mounting just as the
library staff was organizing chairs for an incoming event.
If you haven't participated in this effort, please do
sometime. It's fun, and we can always use more help.

Take-in, all hands on deck!

The Juror for our exhibition was Jim Burns, a well
regarded artist and teacher. He maintains a studio in
Pasadena, and teaches at the Creative Arts Group in
Sierra Madre. You can learn more about Jim, and see
his paintings at jimburns.fineartstudioonline.com

Jim Burns, jurying the Exhibition

Devorah Friedman's spectacular watercolor painting
"Man With Yellow Jacket" was awarded Best In Show.

Best in Show - Man With Yellow Jacket
watercolor by Devorah Friedman

Honors Division - Fall Back
watercolor by Cherrie O'Hagan

Premier Division - Julie Bug
watercolor by Julie Crouch

Besides Best-of-Show, first and second places were awarded for Open, Premier, Honors and Photography categories;
Open, Honors and Photography also had third place and honorable mention winners. In fact, for the first time, the
photography category attracted enough entries to garner five ribbons. Many thanks to all who participated!
Based on their winning entries, rising now to the Association's highest award level, Honors category, is Julie Crouch; to
the next level, Premier, Grant Wood. New to Open Division points is Joseph Apablaza, and to Photography points,
brand new member Charla Bolton, Nikki Thomas and Robert Thomas! !
Winner of Best-of-Show receives 5 division points. First places winners receive 4 points, second place, 3 points, third
place 2 points and honorable mention 1 point. Those who achieve a total of 10 points in the Open category move
forward to the Premier division; those with 10 points in the Premier division move upward to the top place, Honors
division.
Please visit our website, verdugoarts.com, to see photos of all the winning paintings and photographs.

Open Division - Are You in There?
watercolor by Nikki Thomas

Photography - Serenity
by Kimberly Ann Talbert

Member Profile - Leona Sanderson
by Dave Crandon

I first became aware of Leona Sanderson's art a few years ago, at the La
Canada Library. I discovered her big, bold paintings, including one that I
particularly liked, called "Small Craft Warning." For me, that energetic
painting just glowed. I remember standing before it transfixed, wondering
how the artist accomplished such an image.
In September I found more of Lee's beautiful paintings in a new
exhibition at the library. The entire right wall and back wall were filled
with her big, bold paintings. And "Small Craft Warning" was there again!
Inspired, I returned home and googled her, and was astounded to find a
large and quite varied body of work that, in addition to her big bright
Leona Sanderson in her studio,
canvases, included smaller, quieter landscapes and still life paintings. In
with Nellie
fact, they looked something like the paintings that had been on the third
wall in the library exhibition room, and which I had ignored. So back I went, and discovered that the exhibition was, in
fact, a one-woman show. And, as I had expected from her web site, www.leonasanderson.com, there was a selection of
her spectacular watercolors.
But I was in for another surprise. On a small portion of the wall of watercolors, tucked back towards the corner of the
room, were some cartoonish paintings, of a red-headed woman in different costumes and with various accouterments.
These were by Leona too, although I had not found a trace of them on her web site.
My first question when I met Lee at her colorful, brightly lit studio, was about the cartoonish character. "That," she
explained, "is Nellie," a character she originally designed and used to advertise a sale. People wanted to buy Nellies!
Since then Nellie has taken on a life of her own, a subject of many paintings. Not only are the Nellies fun and different,
Lee says they also help her "open up" when she needs to get her creative painting juices flowing.
Lee has had a busy art career. She has been a member of several art clubs, including VHAA, for which she served on
the Board for several years, and for which she remains a "designated tall person" for hanging exhibitions in the Library.
Her work has appeared in many local juried exhibits and has received numerous awards. Recently, her work was
accepted in the Thirty-Sixth Annual National Exhibition, “Works on Paper”.
In recounting her art career, Lee shared a few points of particular interest. She described how, as a child, she loved
drawing. She was prolific, packing an otherwise unused closet with her work. The stack of her drawings grew
dramatically until, when the family was preparing to move, her mother discarded all of them.
Flash forward to 1998, when Leona retired after teaching in the La Canada School District. She joined VHAA and, in
her very first exhibition, won the Deirdre Mary English Award, a one-time award in memory of a well-known member
of VHAA and local patron of the arts.
One of Lee's biggest opportunities was also a monumental challenge – participating in three-month-long, two-person
shows at Descanso Garden’s Boddy House, one show per year for three consecutive years. What a coup! In addition
to producing good work, there was just one other requirement. She had to provide 70 new, framed paintings per year to
fill her share of the house, plus an additional 30 matted and wrapped pieces.
Running out of space for this profile, I won't even get to tell you about painting the human figure, an interest of Lee's
that, unfortunately, has not produced many works she can exhibit at the Library. And I cannot tell you much about the
chapter books she has written about zombies in the garage. All I can tell you in the remaining space is that you won't
see "Small Craft Warning" at the library again. I am right this very moment enjoying it perched above my mantle.

Artists of the Month

1st Place - Sandy Rooney
Thru the Woods

2nd Place - April Drew Foster
Watercolor Still Life

3rd Place - Gloria Clark
Autumn

Our Artist of the Month for November is Sandy Rooney, a long time member, who is fearless when it comes to
experimenting with unusual materials. She used tar paper and roofing shingles torn in strips to create this
abstract design, a forest effect in “Thru the Woods.” She uses Xerox copies of colored photos, which she over
paints in black and white. Sandy sets them against the pale light of a setting sun in this painting.
Sandy will be leading an art workshop in 2014, using watercolor, collage and watercolor pencils. It is sure to be
a popular event!
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Jose De Juan to demonstrate on January 3
Jose L. De Juan is an artist residing in Pasadena, CA. Originally from
Madrid, Spain, he has been living in Southern California for the last 12
years. He graduated in Graphic Design at the School of Art in Madrid.
He then obtained a scholarship from the European Union to go into
broadcast design and pursued a career in 3D motion graphics that
eventually led Jose to work in several animation studios in and around
Los Angeles.
Jose's passion has always been painting. He is a devoted plein-air artist
and finds constant inspiration in the city and its surroundings, from
freeways and dilapidated structures to the canyons and marinas. He
likes to plant his easel and look around for any subjects surprised by
light and weather. To see a video of Jose working on a challenging
urban LA plein scene, check the web site http://vimeo.com/39999344.
Jose has also written a book about his work, called "Our Shared
Light." In the intro to the book, Jose writes, "If I have a role to play as
a painter, I feel it is to share my surprise about the world. ... It is that
'stop in your tracks' moment that makes it to my paper or canvas." If
you would like to see the spectacular selection of Jose's work in this
Jose De Juan
book, you can preview it (the whole book) at http://
www.blurb.com/books/4124320-our-shared-light-josel-de-juan-artist.
An artist member of the California Art Club, the
Pasadena Society of Artists and the National
Watercolor Society, Jose has exhibited widely around
Pasadena and the San Gabriel Valley. You can learn
more about Jose and see more of his work at his blog,
josedejuan.blogspot.com. and his web site,
josedejuan.fineartstudioonline.com.

Three Arch Bay, winner of the Sennelier Award at the 2013
Laguna Beach Plein Air Painting Invitational

During our meeting on January 3, Jose will
demonstrate his technique by painting a local scene
from one of his earlier paintings.

The President's Letter
Hello to all! ! With the holidays are fast
approaching and everyone busily preparing
for them, we had a wonderful turnout for
our December meeting. ! I hope you all
enjoyed the demo given to us by Beth
Summers as much as I did. ! It was really
fun to see all the texture created using
tissue and a palette knife.!
!
Our Board Members are busy creating new
and!exciting demos and workshops for the
Linda Tindell, President
new year. ! As always, we love to hear any
suggestions you may have for
particular ! Artists that you would like to see. ! We have also discussed the
possibility of re-instating the monthly plein-air paint outs.! If you would be
interested in participating, please let me know so that we can put a list!of
locations together that is workable for all.!
!
In addition, don't forget to ! look at the section ! to the right of my letter,
regarding exhibitions.! The next exhibition is for everyone.!You can show
your work ! even if it has been shown before, and even if you are just
learning and want the ! experience. ! There is no Judge or Jury on this one,
just a relaxed atmosphere to enjoy the work of our members.! Please be sure
to read the directory as well for proper framing and hanging
requirememts.!!!
!
Have a safe and joyful Holiday. ! I look forward to seeing you for our
monthly meeting in January.

Exhibition News

Our next exhibition is the NonJuried Show in January at the La
Canada Library. Unlike our juried
shows, this is an exhibition in
which you can enter any paintings
or photographs you like - new or
old, and even artwork that has been
shown before! Our goal with this
event is to show off our best work
and raise money for VHAA. So
please, show your work. You can
bring three pieces to take-in on
Saturday, January 4, from 8:30 to
10:30.
Take-out will be on
Saturday, January 25, from 8:30AM
to 10:00AM. The entry fee is $10
per piece.

New Members
Terry McDonough
Woodworking
Wendy Griffith
Watercolor
David McCully
Oil, Watercolor

A Great Learning Resource for VHAA Members
Interested in learning more about Watercolor, Drawing, Oil or Pastel painting? Or perhaps you wanted to try
Encaustics or needed help understanding "Abstract Design" or !"Value Studies"? Have you always been curious about
making collaged art? Did you know that we have a well stocked art!video library with more than 45 art DVDs that
are available for our members? You can borrow a video and keep it for a month! Yes, a whole month for a donation!of
just!$3/video or $5/two videos!!!A bargain considering some of these videos cost $40 to $80 to buy. So, next time you
attend our monthly meeting, don't forget to drop by the video library table- you might just learn that oil painting (or
pastel painting) isn't quite as daunting as you might have thought!
Perhaps you might just want to consider donating some of your old!art DVDs to expand our video!library. We can
issue a tax receipt for you. !!
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Member Profile - Cherrie O'Hagan
by Dave Crandon

I only knew two things about Cherrie when I asked if she
would be the subject of this month's newsletter profile.
First, she is the friendly, quiet woman who manages
VHAA's video lending library. And second, she just won
the blue ribbon in the Honors Division of our recent juried
exhibition, with a beautiful watercolor still life.
After we set up a meeting, I did a bit of research. First, I
Googled her. I found her blog, started in 2008, in which
she posted a number of watercolor images of children. I
also found a 2010 article in the local newspaper reporting
that Cherrie had been named VHAA's artist of the year.
Then I hunted back through our monthly newsletters (all of
which are easily available on our web site), and discovered
that the painting with which she won artist of the year was
the one she submitted for an artist of the month
competition almost immediately after joining VHAA.
So, that was Cherrie to me - the quiet ringer.
Cherrie, in her snug studio
She invited me to her home and studio for our discussion.
Imagine a beautiful gallery exhibiting a two or three woman show, all of whom are good painters, and have different
styles. That is Cherrie's house, but it is a one woman show. There are very large watercolor portraits taking up most of
the space on some walls, moderately sized densely pigmented watercolor still life paintings on smaller walls, and small
to medium sized acrylic and oil still life and landscape paintings
perched on available shelves and cabinets and aligned in narrower
spaces between shelves and doors.
Meanwhile, her "studio" is about the size of a modest pantry, perhaps
6' x 8'. And it is packed, with art supplies, her easel, books, smaller
paintings on display, and an inventory of completed work. When all
the space devoted to these things is netted out, Cherrie has a working
space of about 3' x 6'.
I learned very quickly that Cherrie, one on one and at home, has more
energy than I would ever have guessed. I began to get the picture
during the tour she conducted as we worked our way back to coffee at
the kitchen table. She almost swept from painting to painting, telling
me about their backgrounds, and more often than not telling me about
the things she could have done better in almost every single piece of
her work. A watercolor was "too tight" here, a reflection in the water
was "wrong" there, and the colors were too muddy somewhere else. In Cherrie, blocking the face of one of her sons
one instance, when I asked to take a photo of her beside a very large,
close up portrait of her two sons, she kept standing in front of one of the two faces because it was "not good enough."
There were a few of her works with which she felt happy, and for which she offered no critique. Meanwhile, I was
feeling that I would be super proud if even one of my efforts came out as well and any of hers did.

We sat and talked, and she was about as animated as it is possible to be. I learned about her history, her objectives
with her art, and got painting lessons to boot. At one point, concluding that she might be losing me, she said, "You
have to pardon me for talking like this. I must have ADD - I just JUMP .... JUMP ... JUMP."
I told her that I very much enjoyed her energy, and told her that I believe VHAA would benefit tremendously if she
added more of it to the group. At this point she laughed a bit nervously,
and said that she is always afraid she will offend. She feels she can say
whatever she thinks when in Asia, but feels less confident doing so here.
Cherrie's painting career began with commissioned watercolor paintings
while living in Hong Kong. Though she was pleased that people liked
and valued her work, she began to conclude that she needed to try
something different. Her watercolor paintings were "so tight" that she
would spend an average of 200 hours on each portrait. Her word for that
was "excruciating," so much so that she began to feel some resentment
toward the clients who had commissioned her, made worse when they
asked for cosmetic improvements.
Moving away from watercolor portraits, Cherrie has more recently spent
her efforts on highly saturated still lifes and landscapes, painted primarily
with oils and occasionally with acrylics. She feels that this combination
of media and subject matter gives her room for more freedom and
spontaneity, and loves that many of her recent paintings feel happy.
As you can see from the paintings on this page,
her new work is striking. If you are reading a
black and white copy of this newsletter, I
recommend looking at this issue on VHAA's
web site to see Cherrie's beautiful use of color.
The challenge for Cherrie is trying to figure out
where to go with her work. While she says that
she needs to figure out what will sell, and then
paint more of it, she confesses some
ambivalence about this. She does not
particularly care to spend time on the business
side of things. And besides, she likes to paint
what she enjoys. So, while she says that she
would appreciate the affirmation that selling a
painting would afford, she is internally driven
enough to want to invest her time creating, not
spending her time to complete all the work that
selling would require.
So what's next? Who knows. But I expect the work to be excellent, and the discussion to be fun.

Beth Summers' December demonstration
If you missed Beth Summers' demonstration in December, you missed a
good one.
Beth started the meeting by leading
the group through a visualization exercise in which we imagined ourselves
in flight. What a quick and easy energizing first step when launching a
painting project!

Not sleeping! This was a Beth Summers visualization exercise.

Beth painted a seascape, using her
palette knife to apply oils over a surface that was intensely colored and
highly textured by a collage foundation.

Beth using her palette knife to apply oils over collage
Maureen Hixon, a long time member and former board member of VHAA, passed away in October after a long
illness. Maureen won many awards over the years for her beautiful watercolor paintings. She was a fashion
illustrator for many years, and also a teacher of watercolor.
Maureen is survived by her daughter, Tina. She was predeceased by her twin sister, also a well known watercolor
painter.

December Artists of the Month
VHAA members awarded first place to Jay
Ewing for a watercolor titled “Abarco Trader.”
Second place went to Dotty Stevens for “Nap
Time”, a mixed media work.
Jay Ewing described his subject as a trading
ship he once photographed in the Bahamas. As
well as being a long time professional painter,
Jay is also an adventurous sailor, who has
charted sailboats around the world. Jay teaches
art locally at Descanso Gardens and in Pasadena
at Church of the Nazarene.

1st Place - Jay Ewing
Abarco Trader

Dotty Stevens has painted for many years, and
said her winning composition was created over
a plaster of Paris base. Over that she applied
paint and then collage materials to create a
unique picture of a jungle cat sleeping in a tree.

2nd Place - Dotty Stevens
Nap Time

Thanks to all of you who brought your paintings to our meeting in December. We encourage everyone to
participate in our Artist of the Month program. There are still five more opportunities to enter the competition and
be selected Artist of the Month. Then, at our June Meeting, all 1st place winners will have a chance to be selected
Artist of the Year.
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Tom Fong to demonstrate on February 7

Tom will demonstrate his vibrant watercolor
painting style at the February VHAA meeting.

Long time VHAA favorite Tom Fong, who will be the
demonstrator at our February meeting, paints with a
renowned creative abandon, attacking the paper in his
signature “free and loose” style. He distills the artistic
essence of whatever subject matter is at hand while imbuing
movement, light and color with his wide brush and
calligraphic accents. In his popular watercolor workshops
and demos he entertains and inspires students with a quick
wit and skilled hand. His paintings display the colorful
chaos of life simplified and stripped to its visual and kinetic
essentials, serene yet dramatic. “There’s no right way or
wrong way,” he says. “You’ve just gotta make mistakes, but
the more mistakes you make, the more you learn!”

Tom’s unique near-vertical paper set up came about from
necessity. When seating in a painting classroom was full, he
leaned his board against the wall and discovered part of his signature style dwelling in the washes that flowed and
mixed in the steep angle of his work surface.
He comes right to the point when he paints. Working
quickly, he has become known for his skill at “on the
spot” painting demos, expertly weaving composition,
paint, and color into dynamic pieces of expressive art.
Tom was listed as one of 20 Great Teachers in the
March 2008 collectors’ edition of the Watercolor
magazine (American Artist Publications). His art and
teaching have nurtured a loyal following of students,
patrons, and admirers through the years. Tom’s style has
been described as “fast, bold, direct, spontaneous” and
he encourages his students to be “spontaneous and
direct through the creative spirit of intuition and
improvisation.”
Tom is a signature member of Watercolor West. His award-winning paintings have been shown in numerous national
competitions, and his work has appeared in Splash 6, The Artist’s Magazine, American Artist, Watercolor and
Watercolor Magic.

The President's Letter
What a wonderful
turnout we had for
our first meeting of
the year. I was a little nervous that everyone would still
be busy with holiday and family
since it was so close
to New Years Day,
so it was a nice surLinda Tindell, President
prise to see so
many of you there.
What a fabulous demonstration we had from
Jose de Juan ! So full of great information on
his approach to Plein Air painting and how to
get the most out of your sketches and studies
in preparation for your art piece. And what a
great sense of humor. It was definitely a fun
night.
Next month will be full of fun too as we welcome back one of our very favorite artists.
Tom Fong will be our demonstrator in February and the night promises to be full of laughs
- and great art - in the true Tom Fong style.
So be sure to be there, and invite all your
friends to join in the fun. Even if they are not
artists, your friends will enjoy the night. See
you all there!

New Member Anna Seu

Pen & Ink, Watercolor

Workshop Schedule
We currently have two workshops scheduled in the near future:

Sandy Rooney
Watercolor and Mixed Media
How many people do you know who can create striking art with
almost any materials available? Roofing shingles, for example,
were part of her artist-of-the-month winner a couple months ago.
Sandy, a long time member of VHAA, is known for her expressive content, experimentation, bold style, and unusual materials.
Sandy's paintings have won prizes in our club, as well as MidValley and the Collage Artists of America.
Sandy will conduct a 1-day workshop on Saturday, March 8, at
Citibank in Montrose. In this workshop Sandy will help you discover how to create interesting textures, use collage, and make
patterns to enhance your artwork, and maybe even save a painting that didn’t quite work out on the first try.
Sandy will discuss her techniques, give a demonstration, lead a
group exercise, and then have you work on your own project.
She’ll give individual attention, tips and critiques to help you understand the ideas, and gain confidence, as you have fun trying
out new tools.
Additional details are posted at our web site,
www.verdugoarts.com. A registration form for this workshop is
at the bottom of this page.

Tom Fong
Watercolor: Bold and Spontaneous
In a 2-day workshop, on April 5 and 6, Tom will encourage students to paint free and loose, guided by intuition and improvisation. He will begin his workshop with a lecture followed by
demonstration paintings which will focus on using a large flat
brush, painting fast, bold, direct, spontaneous, and not labored.
This workshop will be appropriate for painters of all skill levels.
Details on cost and registration will be announced in our March
newsletter.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Registration form for Sandy Rooney’s workshop, Saturday March 8, 2014 Please print!
Name______________________________________

phone________________________

Email________________________________________________________
(so we can send you a supply list and a reminder!)
Amount enclosed (circle one) : $65 VHAA member $75 non-member or guest
Make check payable to Verdugo Hills Art Association
Mail to the workshop chairperson: Jeanne Windoffer, 1137 N. Cedar St., Glendale, CA 91207
contact at jwindoffer@sbcglobal.net 818 415-4667

Member Profile - Gloria Clark
by Dave Crandon

Who would have thought that, within just a couple minutes of arriving at
Gloria Clark’s house, we would be discussing the King of Morocco's golf
tournament? And who would have expected to hear a story about missing
Calders? Not me, that’s for sure.
I arrived at Gloria's home one afternoon, shortly after Christmas. After
seating me in the living room, Gloria decided it would be nice to turn on the
lights of her Christmas tree. When I noted some distinctive ornaments on
her tree, Gloria told me she had collected them during her extensive world
travels.
The first ornament she showed me was from Morocco, where she and her
husband Wells had travelled to attend the King's golf tournament. Recounting her travels in Northern Africa, Gloria shared a story about a local driver
who she and her husband had hired to ferry them about to different locales.
It quickly became apparent to Gloria that the driver had no interest in entertaining any suggestions from the female in his car. While Gloria described
Gloria with her painting, "Autumn" this in a manner that was respectful of the driver’s culture, I could almost
hear her thinking “Silly man” as she channeled additional requests and/or
instructions through Wells. Was I seeing a bit of an edge in her?
I think I was seeing an edge – perhaps a result of, or the foundation for her successful 35-year career in a male-dominated business world. After growing up in New York, Gloria moved to California in 1946, and launched a career in
the world of print production. She spent 17 years in advertising production at J. Walter Thompson, and then moved
on to become Vice President of print production for Security Pacific Bank for another 17 years. Gloria described how
she was responsible for production of all printed materials, including the company's annual report, 10-Ks and 10-Qs,
and even marketing brochures – probably millions of pages of text, charts, and artwork.
At that time print production was a bastion of male-ness, and printers often seemed to feel the need to test her - to see
if she was a “soft touch.” She was not. So, when she got a call from a printer at 3AM, saying he had questions that
needed immediate answers, Gloria was up, out the door, and on site shortly thereafter. From production logistics to
advising on art for the company's annual report, Gloria was ready, willing, and able to take charge. And this is where
I saw the no-nonsense businesswoman who was named Advertising Production Manager of the Year in 1984 by the
Advertising Production Association of Southern California, in recognition of the importance of the production manager to the advertising community.
While talking about her time at Security Pacific, we touched on one of her special projects. Security Pacific had
commissioned and installed a sculpture by Alexander Calder in front of its headquarters in downtown Los Angeles.
To mark the event, the bank hired a well known artist to create a painting of the statue, and then assigned Gloria the
responsibility of overseeing the production of a set of numbered, hand-pulled prints. The prints were distributed to
"the brass" at a big event.
But apparently, not all of the brass appreciated what they had been given, and some left their prints behind. Gloria
and her team collected all of the remainders, carefully rolled them up, and placed them in storage in the bank's basement.

Later, bank executives were reminded of their existence and, recognizing their value, asked that they be brought out
of storage. No luck - the prints had disappeared. The case of the missing Calders remains unresolved to this day.
Gloria's first experience with painting came at a very young age. Her father, a freelance commercial artist, "set up a
teacup and a piece of fruit," gave her a set of pastels, and told her to draw the still life he had arranged. When she
finished, he "looked at my painting for a bit ... and told me to do it again." That message sank in and became a lifelong reminder that good work requires never-ending practice.
Gloria supplemented this most fundamental lesson with schooling. She attended the Pratt Institute, which was not,
at the time, recognized as a university. She earned her certificate after taking night classes three nights a week for
four years. Years later she supplemented this education with painting classes at Valley College and art history at
UCLA.
Upon arriving in California Gloria joined
"The Club," the San Gabriel Art Club, and
later the Verdugo Hills Art Association.
While she still takes occasional classes at
the San Gabriel Art Club, Gloria has been
very active in VHAA, serving in various
capacities on the board, most recently running the Association's art scholarship program.
Finally, we got to her art. While her studio
is upstairs, today she has commandeered
her kitchen. Imagine a great room - an immaculate and well furnished kitchen with a
long tiled counter separating it from a family room that is filled with art, much of it
collected during her world travels. While
the rest of the downstairs is spotless and
Gloria, with her garage inventory
beautifully decorated, the large counter was
not. It has clearly become a work area, covered with a large sheet of butcher-block paper, pencils, drawing tools,
photos, and a canvas with a pencil sketch of a street scene Gloria has started painting. A line across the butcherblock paper gives Gloria a horizon reference, and diagonal lines provide guidance to ensure that she handles perspective properly.
Gloria works primarily with oils and paints landscapes. She has hung several of her works in her house, including
Peggy's Cove, a painting for which she has earned ribbons from two different art groups.
Passing from the hallway we come to another area that Gloria has commandeered for her art - her garage - where
she stores supplies and a collection of not-yet-sold paintings. It turns out that having an inventory in the garage can
be quite useful. One day, while she was rummaging through her collection, a neighbor walked into the open garage,
had the opportunity to learn about Gloria's paintings, and bought one!
I came away from my meeting with Gloria convinced that she has many more fascinating stories to tell, and plenty
of lessons to teach.

He'll be back!
Jose De Juan led a fun and fascinating meeting
in January. He offered entertaining and instuctive commentary on his process for envisioning
and producing a beautiful landsape in oils.
VHAA members who attended were so enthusiastic about his demonstration that we have invited him back to give a watercolor demonstration
this spring. If you missed his first demo, don't
miss the next one.

Exhibition Schedule
Winter Show
VHAA's Winter Show will continue at the La Canada Library through January 24.
Pickup is on Saturday, January 25, between 8:30 and 10:00 AM

Small Image Show
VHAA's Small Image Show will be exhibited at the Pasadena Library, in cabinets
in three large rooms, from April 1 through April 30. Members may enter up to
three pieces, each of which is limited in size and height to 15". This is a juried
show, and prizes will be awarded. Take in will be at either the La Canada Library
or Citibank in Montrose. Details on take in and take out will be announced in our
March newsletter.

May Spring Show
VHAA's final exhibition before our summer break will be at the La Canada
Library, from May 3 through May 31. This is a juried show, and prizes will be
awarded. Take in will be on Saturday, May 3, between 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM.
Pickup will be on Saturday, May 31, between 8:30 and 10:00 AM.

2013 - 2014 Key Contacts

President - Linda Tindell
714-654-9391 theranchwife@gmail.com

Exhibitions - Sandy Rooney
818-249-9006 artistrooney@gmail.com

Publicity - Jennifer Swain
818-429-6906 jen@getdigitalorange.com

Demonstrations - Sheram Massehian
818-913-0144 omega2@earthlink.net

Membership - Marie Castellano
626-799-9700 abided2310@mypacks.net

Workshops - Jeanne Windoffer
818-240-2104 jwindoffer@sbcglobal.net

Artist of the Month - April Drew Foster
818-952-0212 aprildrewfoster@laig.com

Newsletter - Dave Crandon
818-952-6630 dave_vhaa@yahoo.com

Web Master - Frank de Lucia

818-293-0013 fdelucia@me.com

January Artist of the Month
Devorah Friedman was first place winner
with her watercolor “Hot Stuff”, one of her
“chef series” she said, where she tried to
capture the hot steam coming from
cooking pots in a Chinese restaurant. A
native of New York, Devorah has been
studying art most of her life. Currently she
takes classes from well known artist
Fealing Lin. Devorah has received many
awards for her lovely paintings.
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Richard Scott to demonstrate on March 7
Our demonstrating artist for March is Richard Scott, another VHAA
favorite. He is a progressive artist who is on his way to soon reach the
pinnacle of his artistic career. Although by career Richard is a licensed
landscape architect, he has excelled in many areas of artistic expression
including oil painting, illustration, watercolor, landscape design, just to
name a few.
Richard’s main interest though, is sharing his artistic talents by teaching
art to students from every walk of life, as well as to fellow artists. He
has taught different art methods for working with varying media at
several well-known institutions such as Cal Poly Pomona, UCLA
Extension, and Pasadena Art Center College of Design. He has a
special skill at bringing together and sharing the lessons he has learned
from painting, drawing, and illustrating. And that is why he is a favorite
with art enthusiasts and professionals.
His works have been exhibited in several art and design magazines. His
Preparing for demo to VHAA
book, entitled “Sketching From Square One to Trafalgar Square,” has
recently been published.
He will have several copies of the book available for sale at
our club and will autograph them upon request. If you wish
to know more about Richard’s goals, interests and ideas, read
his interview with Artist’s Network at
http://
www.artistsnetwork.com/art-blogs/watercolor-artist-blog/
richard-scott-interview .
Richard’s works are well sought after by individuals and
institutions, including: The City of Los Angeles, ABC
Network Studios, UCLA, J. Paul Getty Museum, Christopher
Alexander (author of “A Pattern for Language” and “The
Nature of Order”), Donald Trump and George Lucas.

"Silver Cup" Watercolor on paper

At our club meeting on Friday March 7, 2014 he will be
painting a watercolor landscape.

The President's Letter
I would like to thank all of the members and all of the visitors in attendance who shared in
making February’s meeting so much fun. As always, Tom Fong helped us to have a better
understanding of why we paint, and kept us laughing all the way through the
demonstration. Thanks Tom, it was amazing.
Also, I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that raffle items are always
welcomed. So if you have any items that you no longer need that are still in new or lightly
used condition it would help the club to be able to include them on the raffle or sale table.
We have an amazing meeting planned for you next time, so I hope to see you all there.
Linda Tindell, President

Tom Fong's Dynamite Demonstration
Tom gave a lively presentation of his creative
spontaneity during his demonstration at our meeting
in February. One of the paintings he created was a
water scene. He started by drenching his paper, then
applying his watercolors thickly with a wide brush.

Tom pulled a credit card from his
toolbox. Then, using quick, fluid
gestures, he scraped away some
of the paint, adding details and
texture.

Finally, he used a finer brush to add
vegetation and other small details.

Loosen up and have fun as you learn new techniques
and try new ideas to create exciting paintings
Sandy Rooney, a long time member of the Verdugo Hills Art Association, is a watercolorist and collage artist known for her expressive content, experimentation, bold
style, wild colors and use of unusual materials. She has won many prizes in our club
as well as MidValley and Collage Artists of America shows. Sandy is also a member
of Woman Painters West and several other experimental art groups.
In this workshop Sandy will share her techniques, using a variety of materials and media. You’ll discover how to create interesting textures, use collage, and make patterns
to enhance your artwork, and maybe even save a painting that didn’t quite work out
on the first try.
Sandy will discuss her techniques, give a demonstration, do a group exercise, and then
have you work on your own project. She’ll give individual attention, offering tips and
critiques to help you understand the ideas and gain confidence, as you have fun trying
out new tools.
Sandy, with watercolor and
shingles creation

This one day workshop promises to be a fun, experimental, positive learning experience. Explore new ways to have fun with watercolors and mixed media.

Bring your normal watercolor supplies: paints, palette, paper and
brushes, and any mixed media items you might have already from
the supply list (sent upon registration). Other materials will be
provided so you can try the techniques without having to buy a lot
of items beforehand.
When: Saturday, March 8, 2014, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Jeans, wood, and metal

Location: Citibank Community Room
2350 Honolulu Avenue, Montrose, CA
Downstairs in rear of building, enter from alley.
Plenty of parking in the city lots and on the street west of the
location.
Fee: $65 VHAA members $75 Non-members or guests

Washcloth, placemat
and yarn

--------------- To sign up complete and return this bottom portion to Jeanne Windoffer (address below) ----------------Registration form for Sandy Rooney’s workshop, Saturday March 8, 2014 Please print!
Name______________________________________

phone________________________

Email or mailing address if no email ______________________________________________________________
Amount enclosed (circle one) : $65 VHAA member $75 non-member or guest
Make check payable to Verdugo Hills Art Association
Mail to the workshop chairperson: Jeanne Windoffer, 1137 N. Cedar St., Glendale, CA 91207
contact at jwindoffer@sbcglobal.net 818 415-4667

Explore the energy of free and easy watercolor painting!
A workshop for all - Beginners to Advanced
Long time VHAA favorite Tom Fong, the demonstrator at our February
meeting, paints with a renowned creative abandon, attacking the paper in his
signature “free and loose” style. Tom is a signature member of Watercolor
West. His award-winning paintings have been shown in numerous national
competitions, and his work has appeared in Splash 6, The Artist’s Magazine,
American Artist, Watercolor and Watercolor Magic. Tom was listed as one of
20 Great Teachers in the March 2008 collectors’ edition of the Watercolor
magazine (American Artist Publications).
This workshop will encourage students to paint free and loose through the
creative spirit of intuition and improvisation. Tom will demonstrate his
approach throughout - to be free, to explore and to let your hand lead through new discoveries! The workshop will
begin with a lecture followed by demonstration paintings which will focus on using a large flat brush, painting fast,
bold, direct, spontaneous, and not labored. After each demonstration, students will paint. Personal and group critique
will be given.
In his workshop Tom will emphasize:
•
Choosing content and composition
•
Designing with shape, color, value, and balance
•
Understanding color simplification and color complements
•
Defining a focal point or no focal point
•
Taking risks and using actions
•
Retaining the white of the paper, and reclaiming it

When: Saturday and Sunday, April 5 and 6, 2014, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm
Location: Citibank Community Room
2350 Honolulu Avenue, Montrose, CA
Downstairs in rear of building, enter from alley.
Fee: Two day workshop $135 VHAA members $150 Non-members or guests
--------------- To sign up complete and return this bottom portion to Jeanne Windoffer (address below) ----------------Registration form for Tom Fong's workshop, April 5 and 6, 2014 Please print!
Name______________________________________

phone________________________

Email or mailing address if no email ________________________________________________________
Amount enclosed (circle one) : $135 VHAA member $150 non-member or guest
Make check payable to Verdugo Hills Art Association
Mail to the workshop chairperson: Jeanne Windoffer, 1137 N. Cedar St., Glendale, CA 91207
contact at jwindoffer@sbcglobal.net 818 415-4667

April Small Image Show
Our Small Image Show, to be exhibited at the Pasadena
Library at 285 East Walnut Street, is scheduled for April 1
through April 30. This exhibition will be juried by Lynne
Fearman, a noted artist member of the California Art Club,
the Mid-Valley Arts League, and several other associations.
You can see her work at http://lynnefearman.com/.
For this exhibition there will be no distinction between divisions. Rather, classes will be Representational Painting/
Graphic, Nonrepresentational Painting/Graphic, Photography, and Sculpture. Awards will be given in the same manner as for all other VHAA shows, as described in the Association's annual directory.
Our work will be on display in shelved cabinets in three
different rooms at the library. To fit the space, the size of
framed artwork is strictly limited to no more than 15 inches in any direction. Frames longer than 15 inches cannot
be entered. Further, each piece must be wired on the back,
no sawtooth hangers
Take-In for the Small Image Show will be on Saturday
March 29 at the La Canada Library, from 8:30 AM to
10:00 AM. After jurying, VHAA's exhibitions comittee
will take all work to the Pasadena Library. The committee
will collect all artwork from the library at the end of April,
and will bring to our May 2 meeting for pickup. Members
are limited to three pieces. The price is $10 per piece.
Please complete the entry form (at right) for each of your
entries.

Spring Show
As if our Small Image Show is not enough, we have another exhibition in May. Our juried Spring Show will be exhibited at the La Canada Library in May. Take-In will be
on Saturday, May 3, from 8:30 AM to 10:00 AM at the La
Canada Library. Members can submit up to three art
works, at a price of $10 per piece. Pickup will be on Saturday, May 31 from 8:30 AM to 10:00 AM.
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Web Master - Frank de Lucia
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Artists of the Month
Dave Crandon is the proud winner
of our February Artist of the Month
award for his pastel landscape entitled "I Wonder Where This Leads."
Dave was particularly pleased that
he was able to use some rich purples for the shadows in this painting. Nikki tried some new techniques in her beautiful painting,
"Through the Trees." She gives
particular credit to Pepe Apablaza,
who offered
the guidance that
helped Nikki create this landscape.
1st Place - Dave Crandon
I Wonder Where This Leads
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2nd Place - Nikki Thomas
Through the Trees
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Frank Eber to demonstrate on April 4
Our guest demonstrator for April will be Frank Eber. During the session, Frank will go through the steps of creating an “atmospheric
scene” in watercolor.
He is an award winning artist and signature member of the National
Watercolor Society (NWS) and member of the Transparent Watercolor
Society of America (TWSA). His painting “Dordogne River valley”
won the Alden Bryan memorial medal in the 145th Annual Exhibition
of the American Watercolor Society in New York City. His work is featured in the 2013 October/November issue of the International Artist
magazine. He was also featured in Watercolor Artist’s magazine in June
2012. His paintings are exhibited in local and national shows. Frank
grew up in Europe and was mentored by Italian master painter Renato
Casaro in 1994. He is known for his loose and luminous watercolors
which capture an intense atmosphere. He has lived and painted in the
south of France for three years and worked on location in Italy, the
Netherlands, England, Austria, Czech Republic and Germany. He has
recently moved from Southern California to Central Coast where he
works and sometimes holds workshops.
During his demo at our club, Frank will share advanced watercolor techniques based on tonal values that create atmosphere, balance and unity in watercolor works. He will show us the secrets to
painting luminous watercolors by manipulating tonal values, colors and edges.
He will demonstrate techniques for creating transparent watercolor washes, as well as time-sensitive and challenging wet-on-wet
and dry-on-wet approaches in landscapes, cityscapes or street
scenes.
Frank will touch upon elements of composition, direct color mixing, positive and negative painting as well as the ‘state of mind’
while painting. His demos are usually broken up into parts in order to help viewers keep up and absorb all aspects of painting
techniques.

“I Dream of Sheep”

This is going to be an interesting evening for all of us. Come one, come all; and bring your friends and loved ones
for a great time.

The President's Letter
It was such a pleasure to have Richard Scott join us again as our demonstrator for the
March meeting. As always he was fun, full of information, and left us all wanting to
go home and try harder to spend more time planning our paintings instead of just
jumping in. He also introduced his wonderful new book titled "Sketching - from
Square One...to Trafalgar Square.” It is loaded with valuable information to help us
improve the believability of our work. You can learn more about it on his website at
www.sketchingfromsquareone.com
In addition, Richard will be teaching a 10 week course at Creative Arts Center in
Sierra Madre during the summer !

Linda Tindell, President

ON A DIFFERENT NOTE, and FYI, the time is nearing for us to appoint new Board
Members to fill positions that will be vacated at the end of our year in June. Now is
your opportunity to join in the fun of being a more active part of our club. At the
April meeting I will be handing out a sheet of information regarding which positions
will become available. I hope you will consider joining in for the next term of office.

A special meeting on June 6
Tom Fong’s workshop
A reminder - Tom will be conducting a two day
workshop on April 5 and 6. Our members have always
found Tom’s workshops to be both fun and energizing,
so don’t miss this opportunity. For details, check last
month’s newsletter (at verdugoarts.com), or contact
Jeanne Windoffer (jwindoffer@sbcglobal.net).

Our June 6 meeting is a special one. Rather
than hosting a demonstrator, we will have a
special presenter - the art student to whom we
will be awarding our annual scholarship. In
addition, members who have joined during this
year will introduce themselves to us and share
some of their work. And finally, we will set
aside some time and tables for you to display
and, if you would like, sell your work and any
surplus supplies (e.g., easels, paints, brushes,
etc.)

Cherrie O’Hagan exhibition
Five of Cherrie O'Hagan's paintings have been accepted for an upcoming exhibition titled "Splendors From the Garden" at La Galeria Gitana, an
art gallery which prides itself in being "the first art
gallery ever to exist in the City of San Fernando.”
According to the owner and curator of the gallery,
"This will be a particularly beautiful show because of the overwhelming response to the
theme.” (The theme is open to the artist's personal
interpretation of what might be lurking in the garden - from insects and other critter to sculptures
and structures, glorious flora and scrumptious edibles). The exhibition will run from April 26-June
21, 2014, noon to 6PM, Tuesday-Saturday. La Galeria Gitana is located at 120 N. Maclay Avenue,
San Fernando, 91340. www.galeriagitana.com

Backlit Roses and Oranges

Narcissus

Richard Scott’s Demonstration:

What I do before I start painting
Richard gave a an entertaining and instructive demonstration
on March 7. He focused his presentation on the steps he
takes before he starts painting. His first step is to situate
himself so that he is well placed to focus on the scene he
plans to paint. He described the 60 degree cone of vision he
uses to get himself well positioned. He wants the scene to
fit well within this cone of vision.

His next step is to create four quick
thumbnail sketches, each focusing on a
particular aspect of the scene that interests
him.
He completes these thumbnails,
which are generally composed of a few
large, interesting, different-value shapes,
within just a few minutes.

Once he has selected the
thumbnail with the
composition that most
pleases him, he uses a set of
gray markers on tracing
paper to create a value
study of his painting.

With these steps completed, Richard is ready to create a detailed sketch for his painting. As
he worked on this sketch during our meeting, he focused his comments on two things - the
importance of ensuring that perspective is handled well, and the value of looking at the
elements of a scene as shapes rather than thinking of them as things.

An Opportunity to Get Involved
We have several positions on the Board of Directors for our club that will be open for the coming term. It is
fun and rewarding to be a part of what makes our club work, from planning exhibitions and workshops - to
who's doing the demonstrations, not to mention what the heck are we having for snacks! This is your
opportunity to join in the inner workings of what makes Verdugo Hills Art Association so successful. After all,
it is your club too!
The positions available for the term of September 2014 thru June 2015 are as follows: (there may be one or two
more but it is not known at this time).
Officers: Corresponding Secretary, Auditor
Committee Chairs: Exhibition, Hospitality, Membership.
A full description of the duties is available. I can send you additional information about the duties of each
position if you drop me an e-mail to Theranchwife@gmail.com. I will also be sending a sign-up sheet around
the room at the next meeting. Please consider joining in for the next term, it is a very rewarding experience.
Thanks so much, Linda Tindell, VHAA President

Sandy Rooney’s Workshop
“She is so enthusiastic, and so generous! She
brought mountains of material, and shared years of
lessons she has learned.”

“I had the most fun learning how to
shave watercolor pencil onto a wet
surface through various grids.”

“She treated us to dozens of
techniques and design guidelines which can be applied to
any medium.”

“I was not into collage. But now I am!”

April Small Image Show
Our Small Image Show, to be exhibited at the Pasadena
Library at 285 East Walnut Street, is scheduled for April 1
through April 30. This exhibition will be juried by Lynne
Fearman, a noted artist member of the California Art Club,
the Mid-Valley Arts League, and several other associations.
You can see her work at http://lynnefearman.com/.
For this exhibition there will be no distinction between divisions. Rather, classes will be: Representational Painting/
Graphic, Nonrepresentational Painting/Graphic, Photography, and Sculpture. Awards will be given in the same manner as for all other VHAA shows, as described in the Association's annual directory.
Our work will be on display in shelved cabinets in three
different rooms at the library. To fit the space, the size of
framed artwork is strictly limited to no more than 15 inches in any direction. Frames longer than 15 inches cannot
be entered. Further, each piece must be wired on the back,
no sawtooth hangers
Take-In for the Small Image Show will be on Saturday
March 29 at the La Canada Library, from 8:30 AM to
10:00 AM. After jurying, VHAA's exhibitions committee
will take all work to the Pasadena Library. The committee
will collect all artwork from the library at the end of April,
and will bring to our May 2 meeting for pickup. Members
are limited to three pieces. The price is $10 per piece.
Please complete the entry form (at right) for each of your
entries.

Spring Show
As if our Small Image Show is not enough, we have another exhibition in May. Our juried Spring Show will be exhibited at the La Canada Library in May. Take-In will be
on Saturday, May 3, from 8:30 AM to 10:00 AM at the La
Canada Library. Members can submit up to three art
works, at a price of $10 per piece. Pickup will be on Saturday, June 7 from 8:30 AM to 10:00 AM.
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March Artist of the Month
Congratulations to Grant Wood, whose watercolor, Tolt
River, won the blue ribbon! Grant painted this landscape
after an extended visit to Carnation, Washington
(renamed from Tolt, Washington to honor a nearby
research farm operated by the Carnation Milk Products
Company). During his visit, while scouting local rivers
to find good locations for fly fishing, Grant discovered
some particularly scenic areas on the Tolt River.
Interested in the beautiful setting, he researched the
River, and discovered that it has a gravel bottom, which
salmon particularly love. Grant visited the River
frequently, enamored with the beautiful scenery. Plus,
salmon began spawning during his visit, adding plenty of
excitement to an already spectacular setting. When he
returned from his trip, Grant used photos for reference
when creating his beautiful painting.

Don’t forget - Tom Fong’s fabulous workshop is coming April 5-6.
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Jose De Juan to return for May 2 demonstration
Back by popular demand, Pasadena-based Jose De Juan will return for
a second demonstration, this time painting a local scene with
watercolor.
Jose's passion has always been painting. He is a devoted plein-air artist
and finds constant inspiration in the city and its surroundings, from
freeways and dilapidated structures to the canyons and marinas. He
likes to plant his easel and look around for any subjects surprised by
light and weather. To see a video of Jose working on a challenging
urban LA plein scene, check the web site http://vimeo.com/39999344.
Jose has also
written a book
about his work,
called "Our Shared
Light." In the intro
to the book, Jose
writes, "If I have a
role to play as a
painter, I feel it is
to share my surprise about the world. ... It is that 'stop in your
tracks' moment that makes it to my paper or canvas."
Three Arch Bay, winner of the Sennelier Award
at the 2013 Laguna Beach Plein Air Painting
Invitational

If you missed his first demonstration, make sure to catch this one.
Everyone who went last time will be back.
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The President's Letter
It was really a great evening at our April meeting. We had lots of
new faces there to join us in welcoming Frank Eber as our guest
demonstrator. He shared with us a wonderful new approach to
creating atmosphere when doing a watercolor.
We have a lot of things happening in the near future - so please
read the newsletter carefully for show take-in and out dates, along
with other up coming events. Also a reminder that club dues are
coming due.

Linda Tindell, President

I look forward to seeing everyone in May for another fabulous
demo by Jose DeJuan, this time in Watercolor. Be sure to invite
your friends !

New Exhibition Opportunities - Coming Very Soon!
Spring Show in 2 weeks
Our juried Spring Show will be exhibited at the La Canada
Library in May. Take-In will be on Saturday, May 3, from
8:30 AM to 10:00 AM at the La Canada Library. Members
can submit up to three art works, at a price of $10 per piece.
Pickup will be on Saturday, June 7 from 8:30 AM to 10:00
AM.

A special meeting on June 6
Our June 6 meeting is a special one. Rather than hosting a
demonstrator, we will have a special presenter - the art student
to whom we will be awarding our annual scholarship. In
addition, members who have joined during this year will
introduce themselves to us and share some of their work.
Also, all of the Artists of the Month will bring in their winning
paintings and we will select our Artist of the Year. And
finally, we will set aside some time and tables for you to
display and, if you would like, sell your work and any surplus
supplies (e.g., easels, paints, brushes, etc.)

Lanterman Exhibition
in late May
Kimberly-Ann has arranged for members to
have the opportunity to exhibit and sell their
work during the Lanterman House’s Summer
Whites Picnic and Ukulele Rendezvous, on
Sunday, May 25. Members will exhibit their
work on the walkway around the house,
where there should be some good foot
traffic. We can get there and set up as early
as 10:00 am.
The cost to exhibit is $25 for the Lanterman
and 10% of sales to VHAA. Checks for the
show are to be made out to: The Lanterman
Foundation and due to Kimberly-Ann at
VHAA’s May meeting. She will have copies
of the contract/agreement on the day of the
show.

New Members
Teresa Chandradibya
Oil, watercolor, acrylic,
pen, photography

Arda Derian
Carol Hendrickson
watercolor, pottery,
Watercolor
knit scarves & crochet

Nina Menart
Oil

Elena Ksendzov
Acrylic, sculpture,
crayons

There are plenty of exciting things going on at VHAA
Frank Eber is a wonderful demonstrator, talking about what he's doing
and why. His tips are: go with good pigments, and paper, that's the most
important, not student grade or cheap paper. His paints are mostly
Holbein, Daniel Smith and Winsor Newton. He caught a lot of people
by surprise saying one of the blues he uses is verditer, most hadn't heard
of it. (A quick search turns it up at Daniel Smith and Holbein.) For
paper, he likes Arches 140 lb rough.

Frank Eber at our April 4 meeting

As he worked on his painting of Pont Neuf in Paris, he explained what
he looks for in a subject: the shadows and light, interesting patterns.
He likes backlit scenes. To get the atmosphere in his paintings the
values are the important consideration, color is secondary, subtle. He
told us to remember that all the colors are in everything - sky color is in
the building, reflections, etc.
"We can do things oil painters do, we just have to do it in 40 seconds"

He usually starts at the top with a light wash for the sky, and gets darker as he moves down, beginning to define the
middle ground. He uses an atomizer to keep the paper moist as he moves down. As he paints he goes from lights
to darks, adjusting values and color to move objects forward or back - warmer for closer, cooler, paler for farther
back. He also advised that we frequently step back to get a good look at the painting, and not to get too precise.
Frank's painting turned out beautifully, catching the light on the tops of the buildings, the gesture of a boat-rower in
the river, the reflections in the water.
On the weekend after Frank’s demonstration, ten of our members took the
challenge of participating in Tom Fong’s two day workshop. Tom
encouraged participants to get out of our comfort zones and try his
techniques, to learn, and not be afraid to "bomb out.”
One of his
mentors told him if you learn one thing new in a workshop that is good.
Tom said he could teach us how to do something, but we have to learn
how to do it by practicing it.
“We all went home with at least one painting we were especially happy
with, and with the idea of practicing more to really lock in what we'd
learned.”
Tom's demos started from a photo as a reference, which he interpreted
through the use of good shapes and a good design, use of warm colors and
cool ones, light areas and darks, and leaving a lot of white paper. He said
usually the paintings that get into a national show, or win an award, aren't
from photos, but those that came "out of his head.”.

Tom Fong demonstrating technique
at our workshop on April 5 - 6

After finishing a painting he asked participants to do one using his
painting as a road map. For many it was daunting to use very large sheets
of paper, big brushes and stronger colors (more pigment, less water!). But it was fun, just “going for it.” Tom
circulated, giving encouragement, sharing calligraphy techniques, and offering thoughts on how to improve a shape
or design element. Members completed four paintings over the two days.

Small Images Show
Our Small Images Show is now on display at the Pasadena Public Library on Walnut in Pasadena.
We had a tremendous turnout, with members submitting more than forty pieces of work. Here are
the winners.

Best in Show

The Commodore
by Lee Johnson

Representational Paintings
1st Prize

2nd Prize

3rd Prize

Happy Earth
by Cherrie O’Hagan

Day Break
by Dorothy Shepherd

Going Home
by Pepe Apablaza

Nonrepresentational Paintings
1st Prize
2nd Prize

Beach Balls
by Sandra Rooney

Untitled
by Mary Jane Klune

Small Images Show
Take In and Jurying
Take In and Jurying for the Small Images Show was at the La
Canada Library on March 29. And what a process it was, as
members began arriving with their art works at 8:30. After registering with Nikki, members took their paintings to one of three
tables - one for Representational, one for Non-Representational,
and one for Photography. Here, at the Representational table,
Jeanne received paintings, made sure they were all appropriately
registered and prepared for jurying, and then lined them up for
easy viewing.

Lynne Fearman, the juror for the Small Images Show, scored each
painting on three criteria: composition, technique, and creativity. Top
scoring works receive awards and honorable mentions. The number
of awards in each category was determined based on the number of
works submitted.

Suzanne then prepared the labels that will accompany paintings while on display at the
Pasadena Public Library.

At the end of the process, we loaded all
paintings into Sandy’s car. She took them
home and appreciated them for the weekend before carting them to the Pasadena
Library and installing them on April 1.
Here is the crew that managed the take in
process, still smiling. We would really enjoy having other members join us for future exhibitions, both to help with the
work, and to enjoy the opportunity to talk
to other members about their art and to
learn from the juror.

Artists of the Month

What’s There to Crow About?
by Nikki Thomas

The Artist of the Month contest
for April had eight entries. We
had a grand representation of
media: ceramic, oil, watercolor,
collage, digital art, and
photography. Inspired by Sandy
Rooney’s recent workshop,
Nikki Thomas created her firstprize-winning collage, "What's
There to Crow About?" Starting
with a watercolor underpainting, Nikki built her image
with paper torn from magazines,
and rice paper that she had
painted.
Second place went
to Jennifer Swain for her digital
art work, "Trapped in Blue."

Trapped in Blue
by Jennifer Swain

An early reminder - VHAA dues for 2014-2015 will be payable starting at our June 6 meeting.
Details in our next newsletter
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Meet Scholarship Winner Grace Poole
at our June 6 Meeting
Every year the Verdugo Hills Art Association grants a scholarship to a promising local art student. This scholarship is
intended to help ongoing art students with the cost of the supplies they will need in college.
This year, working with Ms. Sarah Wiggins, an art teacher at Crescenta Valley High School, we selected Ms. Grace
Poole to receive the scholarship. Grace is a senior, off to college this autumn at the Savannah College of Art & Design
(SCAD). Grace seems particularly interested in learning more about illustration art, an area in which SCAD is ranked
as one of the top five innovative programs by Applied Arts Magazine.

Falling Apart, SCAD Challenge Finalist

Grace recently won second place in the annual Congressional Art
Competition for the 28th Congressional District. Her painting,
"Questions," is a self portrait painted with acrylics on vintage
wallpaper. Grace's painting, which was among 46
submissions from students representing 19
high schools in the 28th
Congressional District,
will hang in the Washington, D.C. office of
Congressman Adam
Schiff for the next year.
So, if you are going to
visit DC, by all means,
see the Lincoln Memorial and the Washington
Monument.
But then
Grace and her painting “Questions,”
stop by Congressman
with Congressman Adam Schiff at
Schiff's office to see the
Artists Reception in April
painting.
At our June 6 meeting Grace will show and describe some of her
work, and will tell us what is ahead for her in Savannah.

Self Portrait No. 2

Spring Show
What a Spring Show! We had a fantastic turnout, with almost 50 submissions. And the quality, as
you can see from the accompanying photos,
was stunning. There were enough entries to
allow us to award prizes in all Divisions.

Best in
Show

Please come visit the exhibition at the La
Canada Public Library, through June 6th.

Mendocino, by Sandra Rooney

For those who are exhibiting, please come to
the Library to pick up your work on
Saturday, June 7, between 8:30 AM and
10:00 AM.

Honors Division
1st Prize

2nd Prize

3rd Prize

Industry in Bishop
by Peterfield Turpin

The Girl With the Braids
by Devorah Friedman

Cabin at Rock Creek Lodge
by Peterfield Turpin

Premier Division
1st Prize

2nd Prize

Descanso Gardens
TK Chau

Ketchum Winter
by Grant Wood

Open Division
1st Prize

2nd Prize

Flowers on the Table A Tribute to Ted Goerschner
by Barbara Thorn-Otto

3rd Prize

Newport Harbor
by Joyce Peterson

Play It Again, Sam
by Nikki Thomas

Photography
1st Prize

2nd Prize

Let’s Climb
by Bob Ruby

Third Street Fence - Los Angeles
by Charla Bolton

Non-Representational
1st Prize

2nd Prize

Sunday Distraction
by Suzanne Bitterman

Insriptions
by Sandra Rooney

The President's Letter
We had a really nice turn out for the May general meeting. I hope you all
enjoyed watching Jose De Juan bring his watercolor to life as much as I did.
He is really amazing.
We have a busy evening planned for the June meeting as well. Lots of things
will be happening and it should prove to be a really fun night. If you are
among those wanting to sell items, please be sure to come early so you can set
up and be ready to go by 7:00. This is very important. The doors will be
open by 5:45. Please read the info later in the newsletter for specifics on
these and other subjects.
I look forward to seeing you at the meeting. I hope you will all be there as it
is the last time we will see each other for a monthly meeting until September.
For those of you who cannot make it - have a great summer and paint, paint,
paint !

Linda Tindell, President

Get ready for 2014 - 2015!
Just imagine! Another year has gone by and our final meeting before summer is almost upon us. Over the past
season some marvelous artists have shared their talents with us, both at our regular monthly meetings and in
weekend workshops. In addition, we have enjoyed our members’ beautiful work in our juried exhibitions and
Artist of the Month shows.
We have already locked in some spectacular demonstrators for next season, and have arranged the first of what
will be a larger number of workshop opportunities. Further, we have a full schedule of exhibitions next year,
including juried shows in October, April, and May, and non-juried shows in January and June. So please, use
the summer to get ready.
With all of these activities scheduled, now is the time to renew your membership in Verdugo Hills Art
Association for 2014 - 2015. Dues are payable starting at the June 6th meeting. If you miss that date, please
send your check for $35.00 to Marie Castellano, 1000 Stratford Avenue, South Pasadena, CA 91030. Fees will
be overdue on October 15th and a $5.00 charge goes into effect then, raising the cost to $40.00...still a bargain.
If you can remit your dues sooner it will really help us plan our budget for next year. In addition to signing
contracts with our demonstrators, we are planning to invest in upgraded equipment that will make for much
better viewing of our demonstrators’ work.
So please, remember to bring your dues to our next meeting, or send to Marie in June.
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A special meeting on June 6

Member Exhibitions

Our June 6 meeting is a special one. Rather
than hosting a demonstrator, we will have a
special presenter - Grace Poole, the art
student to whom we will be awarding our
annual scholarship. In addition, members
who have joined during this year will
introduce themselves to us and share some
of their work. Also, all of the Artists of the
Month will bring in their winning paintings
and we will select our Artist of the Year.

Members are showing their work in several
exhibitions of note over the next few weeks.
First, of course, is our juried show at the La
Canada Library. The quality of the work on
display is very good, so please make sure to
see it before June 7. Following that show we
have another exhibition at the Library - work
by our Artist of the Month members through the end of June.

And finally, we will set aside time and table
space for members to display and sell their
work and surplus art supplies (e.g., easels,
paints, brushes). Any member who wishes
to have us set up space should contact
Nikki,
either
by
email
(nikkithomas1@gmail.com) or by phone
(323-394-2165). Those who participate will
be expected to keep 80% of their revenue,
and pay 20% to VHAA. Two important
reminders for those who wish to take
advantage of this opportunity. First, it is
essential that you contact Nikki in advance.
There will only be table space available for
those who do so. And second, please make
sure to bring change so that you can
complete cash transactions.

In addition, Haruko Fukumori’s painting
“Mesmerized” was accepted for the California Art Club's exhibition "Summer Dreams"
at the Altadena Town & County Club from
May 30 to Oct 7. Congratulations Haruko!
Also, two of Mary Jane Klune’s paintings are
included in an exhibition by the Mid-Valley
Arts League Cooperative. This exhibition
runs through June 7 in the Glass Room
Gallery at the San Gabriel Mission
Playhouse.
Finally, Cherrie O’Hagan has several beautiful paintings showing as part of an exhibition
called “Splendors From the Garden” at La
Galeria Gitana in San Fernando.

Free Admission Days
Autry Museum - 2nd Tuesday of every month
Huntington Library (recently re-opened) - 1st Thursday of every month
Japanese American Museum - every Thursday from 5-8 PM, and 3rd Tuesday
of every month
Los Angeles County Museum of Art - 2nd Tuesday of every month
Museum of Contemporary Art - every Sunday

Artists of the Month
Our Artist of the Month for May is TK Chau, selected for his striking watercolor “Chinatown in
Sydney.” TK said the painting reflected his love
of travel as well as his background in
architecture. The observer immediately sees TK’s
wonderful drawing ability and his understanding
of atmospheric space in the Chinese structure.
TK, a native of Hong Kong, came to the United
States in 1960.

Chinatown in Sydney
TK Chau

Second place winner Kimberly-Ann Talbert won
with her unusual photograph of drifting kelp.
Kimberly-Ann grew up in Los Angeles and has
been an avid photographer since she was a little
girl. She studied painting and ceramics in college
and holds a BA in those areas. Her career focused
on Library Science and she currently is a librarian at La Canada Library.

Kelp
by Kimberly-Ann Talbert

Please bring your VHAA dues for 2014-2015 to our June 6 meeting.
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