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																																																						Coffee	with	the	Prez…                                  Dilmit Singh

Sun-drenched southern California needed the rain and we got it. There may be more to come. 
Experts say it’s not enough to fill the coffers but at least the wet weather lends perspective and 
helps us appreciate our sunny days even more.   

Personally, I love the outdoors after the rain has cleansed the air and the sunlight filters through the 
squeaky clean atmosphere. Winter light is like a warm embrace. It is subdued on the plains and 
valleys but bright and striking on the hill tops. On lower elevations the hues are quieter and the 
shadows ephemeral. On snowy mountains the light is brilliantly blinding and the shadows long and 
dark. It's mesmerizing to observe the shift and a challenge to render on paper or canvas. Nevertheless, 
we persevere.  Did any of you try painting winter scenes? Anyone want to tell us about their process and approach?  
Like I said last month, I’m waiting to hear from one and all about your inspiration and progress. 
   

JoAnn’s demonstration in January was a delightful circus dance that she magically orchestrated on a piece of paper. 
She defied the winter doldrums and painted in bright reds and oranges. In February, we have Kathleen Scroggin, 
another accomplished artist, who transforms subjects into nonrepresentational fields of light and color - https://
kathleenscoggin.com/. Please join us in camaraderie. I look forward to seeing you all. 

Warmly,  Dilmit 

Watercolor/Mixed	Media	Abstracts	-	with	Kathleen	Scoggin
For our February meeting, we are happy to welcome Kathleen Scoggin.  
She is an abstract artist working in watercolor, acrylic and mixed media.  
Her paintings are organic in nature, full of texture and line.  She uses a 
spontaneous approach, letting the medium “do its thing” and then applies 
design principles to bring it together.  She studied fine arts, design and art 
history at Portland State University and Oregon State University, and has 
taken numerous workshops from nationally recognized artists.  

She has been in many exhibitions here on the west coast from San Diego to Oregon, won numerous awards from 
San Diego Watercolor Society (SDWS) and Coachella Valley Watercolor Society (CVWS), including Best in Show  

from CVWS, Riverside Date Festival, and multiple painter of the year awards from 
CVWS.   She also has experience working with the boards 
of organizations such as the Village Gallery of Art, 
Coachella Valley Watercolor Society, Palm Springs Art 
Museum Artists Council, and as a water media workshop 
instructor, and as Workshop Director, SDWS.  

This looks like a fun one you won’t want to miss!!

http://verdugoarts.org
https://kathleenscoggin.com/
https://kathleenscoggin.com/


                                 
JoAnn’s demo started with her inspiration for the painting: a photo of Circus 
Vargas.  She made several sketches and moved elements around until she liked 
the composition. She gave some steps in the process.  Look at a photo and 
decide what is important.  Think about what strikes you, versus everything in 
the photo. Select what pops out when you squint. Tell a story of the location. 

She drew her composition with a graphite 
lead holder, on a 1/2 sheet of watercolor 
paper. She began painting some of the 

shapes, ignoring the blue color of the circus tent and instead used  happy 
“circus colors,” in this case American Journey Red Hot Mama and Halloween 
Orange from Cheap Joe’s.  She used a larger flat brush for the larger shapes, 
and changed to a smaller flat when needed.  

As the painting progressed it was rather abstract-looking. She  paints loosely 
and intuitively, as she remarked “working by the seat of her pants.”  As she 
painted she went back with more layers to get the color/value she wanted. In 
the later stages of her painting she “outlined” some of the shapes with dark 
colors using a #10 round Escoda brush.  She also added white where needed.  
She was more interested in the composition and effect, than the actual 
representation.  She put in what the painting needed.  She added stripes to a 
section that looked too solid, painted 

more flags, and created a suggestion of people in grandstands to better 
depict the idea of the circus.  

She had put in 2 large circle shapes at the bottom of the painting, the idea of 
the circus rings, but she didn’t like how they were turning out.  She took 
ideas from us to make changes.  At the end of her demonstration the picture 
was very exciting.  It had so much movement, it was fun, very colorful - it's 
JoAnn's impression of the tent.

														 											Review	of	JoAnn	Formia	Demo	

Verdugo	Hills	Members	Art	Exhibition
Alhambra City Hall Gallery
Theme:  In Awe of Nature

April 3 - 27, 2023

VHAA Members may submit one entry to Vhaa_exhibitions@yahoo.com from March 13 - 24.  Paintings (acrylic, 
oil, watercolor, etc.) or photographs are acceptable.  In your submission email please include a photo of your 
artwork along with the  following information: your name, title of painting, media, and size (unframed).  All entries 
must be framed appropriately with D-rings and wire. No sawtooth hangers! There is no entry fee for this members 
exhibition.  Take-in will be April 3  between 1 - 3 pm. Take out is Thursday, April 27  time TBD.  A juror will select 
awards from those hung in the gallery.  Note the new address for exhibition entries only 
vhaa_exhibitions@yahoo.com

Artwork must have been completed within the last 2 years, may not have been painted as part of a class or copied 
from unauthorized images.  Artwork should be original and rendered by the artist.  It should not have been in a 
previous Verdugo Hills Art Association member exhibition.

    Almost finished             Done

Charlotte Briner, Elana Goldheimer

mailto:Vhaa_exhibitions@yahoo.com


																															Art	of	the	Month																				by	Fran	Papa		
Congratulations to our Art of the Month winner, Arda Derian for her Black and White Vase.  “ I 
like to experiment with various glazes, sometimes combining 2 or 3 by overlapping them. I also use 
liquid wax or stickers to resist the glaze and show the  surface of the clay.  For this vase, I used 
sheets of “yard sale stickers" to create  perfect circles in a straight line resulting in a vertical, 
negative/positive equi-distant design all around the vase.
 

I glazed the piece by holding the vase from the top and dipping two-thirds of it into the black glaze. 
After it dried I held it from the bottom  and dipped two-thirds of it into the white glaze. After it 
dried I removed the negative stickers,  and fired it.  I was so excited to see the results. It was 
amazing that the white glaze over the three lower circles "ran" slightly creating two heart-shaped 
images in each strip all around equally! It was a miracle!”

For Art of the Month, VHAA accepts original artwork completed within the last two years. Original artwork implies 
that the composition should be your own, not prompted in a class or workshop.  The themes for the remaining Art of 
the Month opportunities are as follows:

February—Urban/Cityscapes        March—Mixed Media       April—Florals      May—Still Life      June—Seascapes.
       

Artists may use any medium to draw and paint, in accordance with the theme.  Members may email one piece of art  
to dave_vhaa@yahoo.com by Wednesday before our meeting. Be sure to include your name, the title of the piece 
medium, and dimensions (without frame).  Dave will email when the photos are available for voting on our website 
(verdugoarts.org ).  Vote once for your choice by noon of the day of our meeting.  Fran will announce the winners 
during the Zoom meeting and they will be featured in the following newsletter.    

This month:  Entries due Wednesday Feb 1   Voting ends  Friday, Feb 3 at NOON. 

LOCAL ART EVENTS
Fabric of a Nation: American Quilt Stories - Thru March 12. Masks required, reservation recommended 
Skirball Cultural Center, 2701 N Sepulveda Blvd, Los Angeles CA 90049 Tue-Fri 12-5pm, Sat-Sun 10am-5pm, Closed Mon
Discover the extraordinary human stories behind five centuries of quilts. The exhibit features works by more than 
forty artists, including Harriet Powers, Bisa Butler, and Sanford Biggers. Come celebrate the artistry and vision of a 
diverse and largely under-recognized group of creators in an exhibition that brings to light stories that enrich, 
deepen, and complicate our understanding of the American experience.

Inspiring Walt Disney: The Animation of French Decorative Arts - Through March 27
The Huntington Library… 1151 Oxford Rd, San Marino, CA 91108  Wed-Mon 10–5pm, Closed Tues.
This international traveling exhibition  explores the early inspirations behind Disney Studios' creations, examining 
Walt Disney's fascination with European art and the use of French motifs in Disney films and theme parks. 
Approximately 50 works of 18th-century European decorative art and design, many of which are drawn from The 
Huntington's significant collection, are featured alongside hand-drawn production artworks and works on paper from 
the Walt Disney Animation Research Library, Walt Disney Archives, Walt Disney Imagineering Collection, and The 
Walt Disney Family Museum.
                             We inadvertently listed the following exhibition at the wrong museum last month:
Ink, Paper, Stone: Six Women Artists and the Language of Lithography - Through February 13 
Norton Simon Museum, 411 W. Colorado Blvd, Pasadena Hours: Thur – Mon 12pm – 5pm   Closed Tue-Wed
Six Women Artists and the Language of Lithography examines the prints of six critically acclaimed artists who 
visited Los Angeles in the 1960s to explore the art of lithography: Ruth Asawa, Gego, Eleanore Mikus, Louise 
Nevelson, Irene Siegel and Hedda Sterne. Each woman received a two-month fellowship at the famed Tamarind 
Lithography Workshop, founded by the visionary printmaker June Wayne in 1960. With its mission to train master 
printers and pair them with visiting artists, Tamarind was a nexus for the revival of the medium in America. Though 
each of the artists in this exhibition had already established her reputation in other media by the time of her visit—
and only two had made lithographs before—they all found that lithography offered fascinating, new possibilities for 
exploring their aesthetic interests.

mailto:dave_vhaa@yahoo.com
http://verdugoarts.org


Verdugo Hills Art Association, P.O. Box 8059 
La Crescenta, CA 91224

Next Meeting 
Feb 3 - Zoom

Next Board Meeting
Feb 6 - Zoom

Info for the VHAA Newsletter?  Send to VHArt_news@yahoo.com 
by 10th of the month prior to the next issue.

Upcoming Events

February 3 - Kathleen Scoggin

 April - VHAA Art Exhibition
 at Alhambra City Hall

Like us on FACEBOOK!
Verdugo Hills Art Association

www.verdugoarts.org

																Member	News	and	Updates							 Charlotte	Briner
If you have friends or acquaintances who would like to learn more about VHAA or become a member, 
please have them check our Website: www.verdugoarts.org for information or contact: 
charbriner1@gmail.com  Members: $35 for one or $50 for family.  All checks are payable to: VHAA
Send to: VHAA, P. O. Box 8059, La Crescenta, CA 91224.

If you have suggestions of artists for demonstrations or workshops please contact:
Elana Goldheimer ngoldheimer@yahoo.com, or Arda Derian aderian5@yahoo.com 

Don’t forget to prepare your entry for the VHAA Members Exhibition 
Alhambra City Hall Gallery

April 3 - 27, 2023!

Your February Art of the Month Urban/Cityscapes entries 
are due to dave_vhaa@yahoo.com by Wednesday, Feb 1!

mailto:VHArt_news@yahoo.com
http://www.verdugoarts.org/
mailto:charbriner1@gmail.com

