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Our last meeting before summer promises to be an extravaganza. Highlighting the evening will be a 
presentation by Sydney McClelland, a senior at La Canada High School, who is on her way to the 
Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising in Los Angeles this autumn. By the end of her junior 
year Sydney decided she very much wanted to pursue fashion design.  But, as a student wanting to 
pursue study in the arts, she faced a challenge; colleges require portfolios of work in the specific 
fields that students want to pursue. And Sydney had not yet begun developing a fashion design port-
folio.  So her senior year was packed with the work of creating many “collections” of clothing to 
submit during her application process.  

For those of us who are not well versed in fashion design, the work goes well beyond designing 
clothing that looks good.  Clothing must also be designed in a way that it can be built and will fit 
well, and so requires both artistic and engineering skills.  As a result, Sydney not only had to draw 
her designs, she had to make clothing collections by hand, too!

In addition to Sydney’s presentation, our meeting will be chock full of other excitement, including: 
our selection of Artist of the Year; presentations in which some of our newest members will share 
their work; and an introduction of our new officers for next year. Sydney McClelland

Special last-of-the-season meeting on June 3

Tim Solliday’s Presentation
by Dave Crandon

What a fantastic meeting - an opportunity to learn from an exceptional painter and entertaining 
speaker.  Tim’s narrative slide presentation was a rare treat for our Verdugo Hills Art 
Association's May meeting.  

His presentation was especially interesting to me because he went well beyond technique to de-
scribe his vision of the characteristics of an excellent painting.  I think the audience got particular 
value from his assertion that a good plein air painting requires an understanding of both physics 
and poetry - physics to get light and perspective correct, and poetry to create an image that will 
capture the imagination of viewers.  He used several of his own paintings to illustrate poetry in 
paintings, achieved by moving, adding, or subtracting features of a landscape, and modifying 
some colors and values in order to build a strong composition.  

Of course, he offered plenty of invaluable plein air painting technique tips, too.  For example, always stand in the shade when painting plein 
air, otherwise the colors you see on your paper or canvas will wash out.  In addition, make sure that the first thing you do after setting up is to 
start modeling the important aspects of your subject for which lighting, and therefore colors and shadows, will change most rapidly.

In sum, Tim offered so much insight, and did so in such a freindly and accessible way, that his demonstration ranks right up there among the 
best of the year.

Dues paid now cover membership from June 2016 through June 2017.  Please bring a $35 check, payable to VHAA, to 
our final meeting, or mail to Cherrie O'Hagan, 5045 Hill Street, La Canada, CA  91011

Your VHAA Dues Are Due

http://verdugoarts.org


Artist of the Year
by Judie Apablaza

Every month our members have brought their artwork to our meet-
ings, and we have chosen our favorites.  Now we get to choose our 
Artist of the Year from among those members who placed first in 
our Artist of the Month competitions.  

Members who were chosen as Artists of the Month will bring their 
winning paintings to our meeting on June 3.  All attending mem-
bers and guests will choose our Artist of the Year, and we will 
present our “people’s choice” award at the end of the meeting.

On June 4th we will have the take-in for our Artist of the Year exhi-
bition at the La Canada Library.  All members who were chosen as 
Artists of the Month are invited to bring three pieces of work, in-
cluding their winning paintings.  Members who placed second in 
Artist of the Month competitions can bring their winning painting, 
plus one additional piece. Take-in is from 8:30 - 9:30 at the Library.  
The exhibition will run through the June 24, with take-out on June 
25, from 8:30 - 9:30.

We will choose Artist of the Year during 
our June 3 meeting

We will hang our Artist of the Year 
exhibition on June 4

What a fabulous selection of artwork, with lots of excellent paintings and 
photographs!   We were a bit nervous about how our first ever mid-
weekday take-in would affect participation, but we need not have worried.  
Grant Wood was awarded Best of Show for his painting, “Heading Out.”  
Other winners included Sandy Rooney, Lee Johnson, Devorah Friedman, 
Ann Carpenter, Pepe Apablaza, Judie Apablaza, Jeanne Windoffer, Maria 
Bonoli, and Kimberly-Ann Talbert.  For photos of all the winning 
paintings and photographs please check our web site: http://
www.verdugoarts.org/photos-of-winners-may-2016.html.

VHAA Spring Exhibition

Heading Out, by Grant Wood

We have one remaining open exhibition - our Small Image Show in June. We are very fortunate to have prime display space 
for this exhibition at the Pasadena Public Library.

Our Small Image Show will be on display at the Pasadena Public Library through June. Take-in is at the La Canada Library on 
May 28th, from 8:30 - 9:30 AM. Take-out is at the Pasadena Public Library at 285 E Walnut Street on Thursday, June 30, 
from 9:30 - 11:00 AM. If the take-in or take-out schedules are a problem, especially since Take-in is during the Memorial Day 
weekend, please arrange for help from a friend, or call Sandy Rooney. The judge for this show will be Fealing Lin, an award-
winning watercolorist. Fealing was an annual guest instructor at Yosemite National Park for more than ten years, an instructor 
at Brand Art Studios at Brand Library in Glendale, and San Gabriel Recreation center in San Gabriel. Fealing is a signature 
member of National Watercolor Society, Transparent Watercolor Society of America, Watercolor West, San Diego Watercolor 
Society and the Missouri Watercolor Society.

Small Image Exhibition
by Sandy Rooney

http://www.verdugoarts.org/photos-of-winners-may-2016.html
http://www.verdugoarts.org/photos-of-winners-may-2016.html


David McCully was our first place winner in the “Open” category, for 
his painting, “Canyon Study.” A painting colleague had returned from a 
southwest vacation and shared her photos of the southwest landscape 
with David. He was impressed with the Grand Canyon pictures. He had 
the pictures enlarged to capture the unusual values and tonal qualities in 
this complicated subject. He stated that his winning watercolor painting 
was really a “study,” and hopes to perfect his Grand Canyon paintings 
with figures in the foreground of future paintings. David prefers 
watercolors and usually paints on at least a half-sheet format. David 
stated that he admirers and is influenced by Turner’s style and attention 
to tone and value. We look forward to more of David’s inspirations in the 
future. 

Devorah Friedman was our blue ribbon winner in the “Premier” 
category. Devorah is a loyal and outstanding member of our Verdugo 

Hills group. She has membership with the National Watercolor Society, Watercolor West as well as other national membership 
organizations. 

Devorah is always growing and perfecting her signature speciality of portraits and figures. She stated that her current winner, titled 
“Waiting,” started out as a very uninspired and bland photo. She removed a figure and concentrated her focus on one man. She 
breathed life into her painting taking into account intensity, value and hue as well as lights and darks of the sunlight and shadows. 
Davorah is a stickler for detail and this painting seemed to meet her personal expectation and criteria. She also stated that the drawing 
must be correct. To achieve the best possible painting, Devorah feels that “value supersedes color.”

She has been painting with Fealing Lin for twenty years and feels that Fealing has become a mentor and a friend. Devorah states that 
she is very competitive and follows a long line of artists in her family who excelled in music as well as the visual arts.

Hello everyone, 

What does Verdugo Hills Art Association do for you? Are you an active 
member who comes to all our meetings? Do you come to our workshops? Do 
you usually enter our shows? Do you think of our meetings as a social outlet, 
a night out to enjoy with other artists? Is it an educational night, where you 
come to learn something new, or a different way to see? What would you like 
to see more of? What would you like to have less of?

We need volunteers to work together to run the club. We need active mem-
bers. Members who come to as many meetings as possible; who support the 
club through our workshops, our exhibitions, our raffles, and joining us when 
we have other fund raising opportunities such as our Blaze Pizza nights and at 
Lanterman House, participating by either taking a booth or buying from our 
artists. We need you!  

The slate of officers was presented at the May board meeting but it is not to 
late to say, "I'm glad to help! Put me where you need me."

Anyone who would like to answer the questions in the first paragraph, feel 
free to send your responses to: suesingsbass2@gmail.com. Have a wonderful, 
safe, art filled summer. We'll see you in September!

Presidents’ Letter
by Sue Peacock and Nikki Thomas

Artists of the Month
by Judie Apablaza

President Bob Thomas
1st Vice President - Programs Sue Peacock

Sandy Rooney
2nd Vice President - Ways & Means David McCully
Recording Secretary Kimberly-Ann Talbert
Corresponding Secretary Kimberly-Ann Talbert
Treasurer Joan Gamberg
Auditor Linda Tindell
Parliamentarian Esther Sullivan
Artist of the Month Judie Apablaza
Exhibitions Nikki Thomas

Member-at-Large
Membership Suzanne Bitterman
Newsletter Jeanne Windoffer
Publicity Jennifer Swain
Scholarship Gloria Clark
Video Librarian Anna Seu
Workshop Arda Darian
Webmaster Jeanne Windoffer

Hospitality Mary Talwar
Historian Jeanne Bergeron

Officers 2016-2017
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Verdugo Hills Art Association, P.O. Box 8059 
La Crescenta, CA 91224

Next Meeting
June 3

Next Board Meeting
June 6

Artists Reception for 
our Spring Show!

La Canada Library
May 21, 1-3PM

We have several activities over the remaining few weeks of our 2015-2016 year.  So make sure to mark your calendars:

Important Reminders

1) Our final meeting is on June 3.  At this meeting we will meet our scholarship winner, vote for Artist of the year, 
see brief presentations of the work of our newest members, and meet our VHAA’s new officers for 2016-2017.

2) Our potluck party and artist reception is at the La Canada Library from 1-3 PM on May 21.

3) Our juried Small Image show will be at the Pasadena Library through June.  Take in is on May 28 at the La 
Canada Library.

4) Several members will be showing and selling their work at the Lanterman on May 29.

4) Our Artist of the Year exhibition will be at the La Canada Library from June 4 through the end of the month.

Exhibitions - Sandra Rooney
818-249-9006  artistrooney@gmail.com

Membership - Cherrie O’Hagan
818-864-6288  cherrieohagan@gmail.com

Newsletter  and web site - Dave Crandon
dave_vhaa@yahoo.com

Publicity - Jennifer Swain
818-429-6906  jen@getdigitalorange.com

Workshops - Jeanne Windoffer
818-240-2104  jwindoffer@sbcglobal.net

Artist of the Month - Judith Apablaza
818-243-7290  apablaza.j@sbcglobal.net

Co-President - Sue Peacock
626-282-2852  suesingsbass2@gmail.com

Co-President - Nikki Thomas
323-257-3817  nikkithomas1@gmail.com

Demonstrations - Sara Griggs
626-797-5773  sarandipity33@gmail.com

2015 - 2016 Key Contacts


