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																																														Coffee	with	the	Prez…                 Dilmit Singh

With travel open and kids and grandkids out of school, our focus  shifted to activities other 
than, or in addition to, art. Wonderful! We need diversions for inspiration and new ideas. I 
hope you took time off to do things that you love, hang out with people who make your life 
rich and meaningful and enjoy the longer warmer days. 
 
Tell me about your travels, your art adventures, your get togethers or any other special 
activities that stand out in your mind. I am happy to highlight your life stories in my message 
as we open in September to another year of art demos, gatherings and workshops. 
 
John Lubbock said, “Rest is not idleness, and to lie sometimes on the grass under the trees listening to the murmur 
of the water, or watching the clouds float across the sky, is by no means a waste of time.” So - rest up for another 
couple weeks and then we will start over again with Tom Francesconi!

Watercolorist	Tom	Francesconi	-	Friday,	Sept.	2
Welcome back!  Our demonstrator for September will be Tom 
Francesconi, all the way from Chicago (thanks to Zoom!). Tom’s 
paintings have rich color and movement.  In his artist statement he 
says,”My paintings are a visual statement of my love for life…As 
an artist, I have chosen to express myself through the language of 
paint.  Stirred emotions are the essential beginnings of that 
language.  It is my hope that my paintings will echo that emotional 
response and the viewer will share in my spirited statements.”  

Tom has earned signature membership in numerous watercolor 
societies, including the American Watercolor Society, National Watercolor Society, Watercolor West, Rocky 
Mountain National Watermedia and the Transparent Watercolor Society of America, where he has earned ‘Master’ 
status.  He has exhibited in many national and international exhibitions which include the 2020 NWS:100 Years 
Exhibition, and the 2015-16 Shenzhen, China International Watercolor Biennial Exhibition.  He has received over 

35 national awards, including one for “Unleashed”, published in The Best of 
Watercolor: Winners from the 22nd Annual Splash Competition. He has written 
articles for Watercolor Artist, Watercolor Magic and Watercolor magazines 
and his work has been published in 8 books on American Watercolor.  He 
teaches weekly classes in Chicago and has conducted watercolor workshops 
through the US, Canada, France, Italy and Croatia.    

For this meeting, Tom will demonstrate his figurative work, probably a portrait.  

http://verdugoarts.org


																Scholarship	Winners by Angela Alvarenga

We would like to congratulate our two scholarship winners from Fairfax Magnet Center for Visual Arts, Tienne 
Brinkley and Pimwalun Yachiangkham, who competed in our annual scholarship program. Each of the applicants had 
to submit artwork and write an essay.  The two  winners received a $500 scholarship and a free membership to VHAA 
for a year. During our meeting, Tienne and Pimwalun shared why they create art, their inspirations and samples of 
their artwork. 

Tienne plans on studying animation at California State University of Long Beach. When 
she was in kindergarten, the art teacher came to visit her class once a week. The teacher 
told Tienne that she was really good. Her kind words motivated Tienne to continue to 
pursue art and ever since she has drawn everyday. She works in various mediums, uses 
rich colors and enjoys depicting rainbows in her artwork. 
She is confident in her skill and creates work that 
showcases self expression and 
identity. 

Pimwalun also gave a wonderful presentation on her artwork and shared her interest in a vast 
range of artistic careers. Pimwalun is originally from Thailand. She has loved drawing since 
she was four years old but stopped to focus on her education when she moved to the United 
States. Originally Pimwalun wanted to be a fashion designer. Now that she has recently 
started drawing again, her interests span many fields:  animation, painting, fashion design, 
architecture and game design. She uses a range of mediums and combines different characters 
in various scenarios. Pimwalun’s artwork is a window into 
her exciting and sometimes 
unexplainable imagination.

.  

Dear VHAA Members,    

Many of our board members have been serving tirelessly for multiple years. 
Some would certainly appreciate a break and we would love new ideas and 
fresh perspectives as we continue to grow and strengthen our organization. We 
have six board meetings a year, currently conducted on Zoom, and believe that 
your presence will enrich our gatherings. Please consider joining us in any 
capacity and we will onboard you with warm smiles and real assistance. Contact 
Dilmit at dilmit@gmail.com if you are willing to give the volunteer team a try!
	

Some of our board members at 
end of year meeting

mailto:dilmit@gmail.com


																														Art	of	the	Month																				by	Fran	Papa		
The winning artwork for the year was “Beach in Maui” done in oil, by Angela 
Alvarega.  Congratulations Angie!  You can review all the art of the month artwork on 
our website (verdugoarts.org).

For entries VHAA will accept original artwork completed within the last two years. Original artwork implies that the 
composition should be your own, not prompted in a class or workshop.  The artwork themes for Art of the Month this 
year are as follows;

September:   Landscapes February: Urban/Cityscapes
October:       Portraits/People, Animals, Self Portrait March: Mixed Media
November:   Pen & Ink/Drawing/Sketches April Florals
December:    Abstracts May:         Still Life
January:        3 Dimensional/Sculpture/Glass/Pottery June:        Seascapes

Artists may use any medium to draw and paint.  Members may submit one piece of art appropriate to the theme  by 
emailing dave_vhaa@yahoo.com by the Tuesday before our meeting. The photos will be posted on our website 
(verdugoarts.org).  You can vote for your choice on the website— the cut-off for voting will be noon Friday. the day 
of the general meeting.  Fran will announce the winners during the Zoom meeting and they will be featured in the 
following newsletter.

Since our first meeting is September 2, your art of the month entry is due to Dave at the email above by 
Tuesday August 30!!

Local Art Events :
100 Great British Drawings - June 18 - September 5th, The Huntington Library, Art Museum, and 
Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Rd, San Marino, CA 91108
Hours: 10 AM – 5 PM every day but Tuesdays (closed), Free with general admission
Tracing the evolution of the practice of drawing in Britain from the 17th through the mid-20th century, the 
exhibition presents rarely seen treasures from The Huntington's collection.

The Lost Murals of Renaissance Rome - Through September 4th, The Getty, 1200 Getty Center Dr., 
Los Angeles, CA 90049. Hours 10-5:30
In Renaissance Rome, the facades of many prominent buildings were painted with elaborate narrative 
frescoes. Once part of the fabric of the city, only a few now remain. Using works from the Getty's 
collection, including the celebrated drawings series "Early Life of Taddeo Zuccaro" in which murals play a 
central role, the exhibition explores this popular Renaissance phenomenon. This exhibition 
complements Judy Baca: Hitting the Wall.

Mario Moore/Enshrined: Presence + Preservation - Through October 2nd, California African American 
Museum (Exposition Park) Hours: Tues - Sat 10:00 am - 5 pm, Sun 11 am - 5 pm, Admission: Free
Through beautifully rendered portraits, artist Mario Moore shines a light on marginalized communities and 
honors the labor and leisure of frontline and essential workers. In his first solo exhibition in California, he 
combines previous works with two new portraits of women who have worked as custodians at CAAM as a 
way to recognize the success of museums comes from the labor of those behind the scenes.

http://verdugoarts.org
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Verdugo Hills Art Association, P.O. Box 8059 
La Crescenta, CA 91224

Next Meeting 
Sept 2 - Zoom

Next Board Meeting
Oct 3 - Zoom

Info for the VHAA Newsletter?  Send to VHArt_news@yahoo.com 
by 12th of the month prior to the next issue.

Upcoming Events

August 24 - Workshop with
Chuck Kovacic

September 2 - Tom Francesconi

October 1 - Alison Watt Workshop
Mixed-media Abstract Landscape

(Free for paid members!
$50 non-members)

October 7 - Moh’d Bilbeisi

November 4 - Fatemeh Kian

December 2 - Pete Morris

Like us on FACEBOOK!
Verdugo Hills Art Association

www.verdugoarts.org

																Member	News	and	Updates							 Charlotte	Briner
Please remember to send in your dues asap as we embark on a new art-filled year.

Membership dues for the 2022/2023 year were payable as of July 1. 
Dues are $35 for one, and $50 for a family, payable to Verdugo Hills Art Association. 

Mail your checks to:
VHAA
P. O. Box 8059
La Crescenta, CA 91224

Thank you to all of you who have already sent in membership dues for the 2022/23 year! 

New Members 

Joy Hall - Sunland - Acrylic, Watercolor, Mix Media
Debbie Thornhill - Porter Ranch - Mix Media, Watercolor, Oil, Urban Sketching

John Taggart - San Gabriel - Watercolor

  

Remember to submit your Art of the Month “Landscape” to dave_vhaa@yahoo.com Tuesday, August 30!
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