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																				Coffee	with	the	Prez…  

Visual artists express their gratitude in lines, forms and colors. Being sensual beings, we can draw 
or paint our Thanksgiving table or the guests around it. We can make abstractions of the chatter or 
sketch lines and mold forms based on emotional responses. Whatever the mode or medium we 
choose, let’s make it meaningful. We seize any and all opportunities. Barring the loss of our 
presenter this month, our meeting became a wonderful exchange where we learned about our 
fellow members and their works and passions - impromptu and entertaining. 

Congratulations to our first and second place winners, Devorah and Kimberly-Ann, for their portrait submissions 
and to all others who shared their work! There is no expectation of perfection, but the ideal of perfection keeps us 
motivated to be or do our best. 

Enjoy time with your family and friends and send us your “abstractions” for the art of the month in December. 
Happy Thanksgiving, everyone!    -Dilmit Singh

Linda	Kemp	Demo	Dec.3,	7:00pm	via	Zoom
We are very pleased to welcome Linda Kemp, internationally recognized for 
her unique contemporary watercolors and acrylics.  Her innovative use of 
negative painting is the focus of her two best-selling books, Watercolor 
Painting Outside the Lines and Simplifying Design and Color for Artists.  
She has been featured in many art publications, video and internet forums.  

She is a Life Member of the Canadian Society of Painters in Water Colour, 
the Ontario Society of Artists and a Life Member of the Society of Canadian Artists.  Her award 
winning paintings are in collections around the world including The Royal Collection, Windsor 
Castle, UK. She instructs at symposiums and workshops throughout Canada, the US, UK and 
France, as well as online, and has served as juror for numerous exhibitions, including the 2020 
Women in Watercolor International Juried Competition.   

Her acrylic demo will feature nature’s patterns with negative painting 
techniques. Patterns of negative and positive shapes weave together to 
create a tangle of branches, vines and colorful foliage.  In this demo we’ll 
see Linda establish the large value foundation blocks then build layers of 
negative shapes.  To complete the painting she will embellish and animate 
the surface with calligraphic marks and delicate leaves and buds.

You will see how to establish elegant, mysterious passages and 
delicate transitions in your own artwork—the secret is layering transparent and opaque 
colors, lights and darks and negative/positive forms!  Active brushwork, glazing, the use of 
line and one stroke painting techniques will be featured.  You won’t want to miss this one!          
                    

All artwork copyright the artist

http://verdugoarts.org


		No	Demo?	No	Problem										 
Although we were all disappointed that our artist demonstrator, Debbie Abshear, was unable to meet with us Friday 
night (we hope to reschedule), our members rose to the challenge of “what do we do now?” What a great time we 
had.  Sorry I didn’t take better notes, but I gathered as many photos as I could, to give you a taste of our “Show and 
Tell.”  My apologies to those I may have missed. 

Alhambra	Member	Exhibition								by	Nikki	Thomas										
													 					December	2021	                        

									

The exhibition at Alhambra City Hall will be up from December 1 through December 29. (Take in 
for selected paintings is December 1 between 12:30-1:30pm; take out December 30 at 9:00am).  We 
will have the award winners in our January newsletter.  Hope many of you will be able to get by to 
view the show.  Alhambra City Hall lobby is open M-F     
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Angela Alvarenga screen-shared her illustrations for a 
children’s book using photoshop.  Jean Essa shared some 
lovely paintings including this one of a plein air artist. 
Devorah shared a couple of paintings from her gallery. Dilmit 
has been painting using a palette knife with  watercolor, and I 
shared a couple of my “mosaic effect” pieces. All in all, a 
very enjoyable time sharing work, answering questions, and 
talking “art.”  We might want to do this again!

Elana Goldheimer showed her recent flower paintings, 
some with white gel and black ink. David Crandon 
shared a darling “puzzle” self portrait, as well as some 
sketches done while he was learning to draw with 
charcoal.  Then Jennifer Zapp shared some work from 
Fealing Lin’s class and various portraits.

Joan Whitmore started us off, sharing sketches and paintings she’s done through 
various classes or meetings over the past few months.  Nancy Weeks followed up 
with a couple paintings of “fires” she had done. April Drew Foster shared 4 “old” 
paintings, and then an oil painting of sail boats she did from a Calvin Liang 
workshop.  She also shared some paintings from the Thursday plein air meetings. 
Nikki Thomas shared lighthouse and still life paintings prompted by her Friday class 
with John Byram.  Fran Papa shared her still life from John’s class as well, and the 
painting from her preparations  for David Lobenberg’s postponed workshop.
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																Art	of	the	Month											by Fran Papa

Devorah Friedman won First Place for Salt Flats Worker. “The inspiration for 
my portrait was based on a documentary entitled:  MY NAME IS SALT.  The 
story follows a family that moves to the saline desert in Gujarat, India for 8 
months every year to harvest the precious crystals.  These people have 
perfected a demanding job over many generations.  As the film moves along, 
this wonderful face in a plaid turban appears, and I knew I had to paint him.”

2nd place went to Kimberly-Ann Talbert for A Photographer in the Mirror.
“I was at an opening reception of an exhibition that I had several pieces in and 
was just sitting looking around.  I saw 

my reflection in a mirror and decided to capture it; a selfie - but not a selfie; 
how people first would photograph themselves in a mirror, but I wanted the 
camera to be an integral part of the photo as opposed to trying to keep it out of 
the composition.  

“After I had the photo up in my editor, I began playing around to make the 
black of the camera lens less conspicuous but still a part of the composition; 
thus I edited the photo using the pixelate function and made several different 
versions with more/less pixelation and more/less color and light.  It was fun; 
this is one of the photos I use on my business cards.”  

Art of the Month                          by Fran Papa

The themes for Art of the Month coming up are as follows;

December: Abstracts April: Florals
January: 3-Dimensional/Sculpture/Glass/Pottery May: Mixed Media
February: Seascapes June:         Vote for Artwork of the Year
March: Photography

Artwork submitted should be recent work (within the last year).  Artists may use any medium to draw and paint.  
This month, members may submit one piece of art appropriate to the category: abstract, by emailing it to 
dave_vhaa@yahoo.com by Tuesday,  November 30.  The photos will be posted on our website (verdugoarts.org).  
You can vote for your choice on the website—the cut-off for voting will be noon Friday, December 3.  Fran will 
announce the winner during the Zoom meeting and the winner will be featured in the following Newsletter. 

mailto:dave_vhaa@yahoo.com
http://verdugoarts.org


Verdugo Hills Art Association, P.O. Box 8059 
La Crescenta, CA 91224

Next Meeting 
December 3 - ZOOM

Next Board Meeting
December 6

Info for the VHAA Newsletter?  Send to VHArt_news@yahoo.com 
by 12th of the month prior to the next issue.

Upcoming Events

December 3 - Linda Kemp

December Members’ Exhibition at 
Alhambra City Hall

January 7 - David Deyell

Lobenberg Workshop rescheduled
 to February, 2022

Like us on FACEBOOK!
Verdugo Hills Art Association

www.verdugoarts.org

																Member	News	and	Updates							 Charlotte	Briner
Thank you to all those who have renewed their membership for 2021-2022!

If you haven’t sent in your dues for this year please send $40 for one or $55 for your family. Just a reminder only paid 
members are eligible to participate in the upcoming exhibition, receive the newsletter, participate in Art-of-the-Month 
showcases, and receive discounts on workshops

 
If you’d like to become a member, mail your check payable to:  VHAA, P. O. Box 8059, La Crescenta, CA 91224. 
f you know someone who would like to become a member, please have them check our Website www.verdugoarts.org for 
information or contact:  Charlotte Briner at charbriner1@gmail.com

  “Art is the only way to run away without leaving home.”
                                                              Twyla Tharp

 Remember the VHAA Member Exhibition 
You can view it at Alhambra City Hall   

Dec 1 - 30, 2021 
Lobby Open Monday - Thursday, Hours:  7:00am to 5:30pm 

Upcoming deadlines:  
December Art-of-the Month  abstract entries to dave_vhaa@yahoo.com by  Nov. 30
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